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" AT LAST! The eagerly awaited sequel to the fabulous classic
““The Hobbit" is now available. ‘“The Hobbit"", classed as ‘the
— ultimate adventure game of all time’, was just a taste of what
< you can expect in LORD OF THE RINGS.
Astonishing vocabulary, graphics and more locations than you
could imagine possible!

LORD OF THE RINGS Game 1 is available on C64, BBC,
Spectrum and Amstrad at £15.95. This stunning package
includes two cassettes, large booklet and a copy of *““The Lord

of the Rings™ Part 1 BT
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6WHAT’S 20 CHRISTMAS WITH 7 GET A
GOING ON THE STARS GRIP

With Chrietmas coming up, We ask the megastars of the software industry whatthe  Getting a_joystick for
you've just got fo know festive season means fo them. Is it just food and booze ~ Christmas? Don't miss our
whet's anina an and prezzies? comprehensive guide fo

choosing the best.
1 HOT SHOTS

More sleaze from the

man with the twitching ear
and the dirly mac.

XETEC
INTER-
FACES

We check out two low-cost
yet powerful 64 interfaces:
Super Graphix and Super
Graphix jr.

PEOPLE

Copy Control
Publisher y
Editorial and Advertising

35 INTRODUCING 94 THE
The G Force has faken over Screen Scene — DRUM

introducing the meanest feam of games reviewers in At last, o device that turns
gamesdom. They've got fo grips with the newest your 64 info a versatile
games — plus previews on Geolff Capes Strongman  drum machine. We get info
ncine Young Ories oumes the beat with the Digidrum.

1 FEEDBACK views, opinions, US MAIL pan Gutman refiects ona
criticisms — get them off your chest by year that's done no favours for the
writing fo us. Stateside computer industry.

INTO THE VALLEY super Gron PROGRAMS forget the carol

adventure, the Magician's Ball, singers this year, just fype in our
Napoleon’s Sanawiches: all reviewed this ‘Silent Night progtam forihe 64 — somelhing
month. Plus news, chart and competition. for 16 owners,

BUSINESS what are the real
ntages of upgrading o he new
1287 Kar Dallas invesfigates fhe potential

10 HAPPY HACKER Micronet
is_out fo fempt you away from

archivals Compunet. HH finds out wha's

going on and meefs Feargal Sharkey in fhe

process.

10 TOMMY'’S TIPS cot a tech-

nical problem? Tommy's here.




WARNING:- PLATING

HIT & MISS DEFINITELY (S AMIND CHALLENGE OF MEGA
PROPORTION TH YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS CAN TAKI

PART IN. FROM G PLAVTO DOUBLES IT WILL STRETCH VU
MENTAL DEXTERITV TO THE FULL

E7TAKES MORE THAN JUST GUESSWORKTO
BECOME A GENIUS WI H HIT &MISS”

VENTUREGAT!

AVAILABLE AT MOST GOOD SOFI'WARE OUTLETS

“MORE ADDICTIVE THAN
ANY ARCADE GAME, THE
ONLY C16/PLUS 4 SOFTWARE
OFFERING A REAL
CHALLENGE”

RDER YOUR COP!
| FROM:- VENTUREGATE LTD., 17 HAROLD ROAD, W, YORKSHIRE, LEEDS LS6 PR

e, e S —

o M

| PLEASESEND ME____COPY/IES OF “HIT & MISS” AT
7.99 COMPLETE WITH A FREE POSTER WITH EVERY COPY.

(FREE A2 POSTER AND FREE P & P)




Cx commodore A

ORE MPS! R
c MMoD RIX pml‘l‘\'E
M‘“wm—\

rocesso"
EAsYSC““’T N Databa

ASYFILE (Date s
95

se)

package\
ANCE ] 9
FUTURE F\N£ 129.

[EDIMENSION

computers|.td.

THE MIDLAND’S LARGEST HOME COMPUTER STORE

UMN SPECIALS

s
RBASEQFFERS
SUPERSCRIPT/SUPEREEC e

snw”""‘“ 20—

z

28
S e age

27/29 High Street
Leicester LE1 4FP
Tel: (0533) 57479

- v

Supe Superd )

Sopars "..mnn-c'"“ modor® ezg.05—
ow

availab

~ s
suv-mnpt 128 M £12490

bloase add £1.50 “m

ER
10C PRINT
STAR SG\N\TH* UTUREFINANGE -
ussFT 2505 95 l*t‘,;m nst
yAT package 55" 50 e
64 DRIVE ero implet A “m-d"““ e e+ Cortridge
coMMO%%‘éE“ Hane M%‘,.‘!ﬁ.‘-ﬂmn Swndlhm)mw Cutidgt ?‘gl %:i
WE ) £9085—£2098
1541 D\SCE 02129 . 95 i.'-'n m:.m ‘:,Mcd.."m'm"‘“ lwsvw;:mm smn
RIC S8/ REPAIR
OFFERP

£ EQUIP Emu_s OF OUR

QFOR FULLD DF TRSERVICE

PRODUCT ENQUIRY HOTLINE

Please ring for details of the wide range of Hardware, Software
and Peripherals available via our mail order service.
Commodore 1701 Colour Monitor +

Seiko Computer Wrist Terminal/Watch

£1 95 55
Commodore 64/128 Green Screen Monitor
Commodore 128 EZBS 95
Commodore 1570 Drive £190.95
Commodore 128+1570 Drive
DPS1101 Daisy Wheel Printer £15998
Commodore Compatible Data Recorder £27.95
Pair Quickshot Il Joysticks

£14.95
Commodore Compendium Pack including
Commodore 64, Data Recorder, Music Makar Keyboard,
Designers Penci, Adrian Mole Game-+ Book,
Quickshot I Joystick 99.95

PERSONAL CALLERS AND EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCDME

ALL OFFERS STRICTLY SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

Please add £1.00 towards carriage + pa

Barclaycard number.

H QUANTITY
i Name

1 Adress

1 Telopl

hon
! PLEASE ALLOW 7 DAYS FOR DELIVERY

on any software offer, or hardware order unde
£30.00,and £5.00 Carrizge on hardware orders
ERE.

00! e\ ersend cheque/P.0. with coupon
oring (0533) 57479/218 74 with Access

TOTAL

cking

PRICE]
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What's going on  What's going on What's go@

SHORTS
Radio 16: Good news for
all those Commodore 64
users who were miffed of
missing out on our recent

Radio Hams series; Scofland-

based Moray Micr
Now that the 128 has finally Bneinsd Microcom 166

reached the shop-window, when wriing Basic too. morse and RTTY receive and
steady stream of software is Al avaiable from the same company transmit program for the
following. The newest arrival isa ¥l be a Business Basic extension amble 16 (ramenber you !

Sounds weird, but it's a by-product of the icon
complete assembler and program 53"t WL B IEEE Y PIEALCT e must have o licence to

development system from JCL  JCL wrote for Commodore (for $100 you trans). The pragrom ahio
Software. get cash accounts, a_filing system, a goubles s a/morsa code
By the time it reaches you the pro-  wordprocessor, spreadsheet, calculator, tutor o Amateur Radio
gram will probably be Sporting Com.  cut and paste, and mailmerge), Licence standards. The fape
modore’s own packaging and be disk Business Basic gives you commands to costs £14.95 (£16.95 on
Yasst No prices have been thrashed out ~ mal wctions  like “data input, file disk) and, bearing in mind
vet, wm gh m mwucu\ and file indexing more that you can now acquire a

‘The assembler includes a full editor,  casier to program. So if you don't like 16 lor around £50 it \coks

scrolling, and search/ the packages on the shelves, you can go like a nice 'n cheap way of

Teplace fnciion; And e good neaptor  andwcke pous owr At o prices getting on the air. Moray is
Basic buifs is that you can use all these  vet on 05427 384.

SHORTS
Parts and Labour.
Following our Repair feature
in the October issue,
hardware repairers have
been falling over themselves
10 tell us about their service.
Here's the gen from
Bradiord-based Trogic They
offer a ‘sta

within 5 days. For speedier
repairs with same

despaich, they’ll charge you
£34.50. Trilogic say both
services are subject fo the

catalogue. Write fo Trilogic,
29 Holme Lane, Bradford
BD4 0QA

Airborne Software: Are t

you a simulation, strategic

and war game nuf?

Apparently, you're not

alone. According to You'd better lock all the doors and  without making it disturbing.”
Airborne Software, there’s nail the windows down, because  The game will be a straightforward
such a lot of people flying Domark have secured the licence  2¢ade challenge with you trying o
planes, racing cars, fighting for Friday 13th. A game is due in  52'¢ {en teenagers from the cluiches

of the warped Jason. Trouble is you

wars (all on screen] that its time for Christmas based on the  don't know which one Jason is. o

crazed exploits of a man who goes  weapons are at your disposal fo do
round topping spotty American away with the man in the hockey
teenagers. Sounds ace, eh? mask, through five levels

not only the expertise but a " The game priced at £8.95 cassette |
large selection of software. Domark's approach though. is “Not ~ and £10.95 disk contains a surprise
You can get more info and a to shock, but surprise”. Mark gift and offers you the chance to win a
price-list by writing fo: Strachan explained the theory. “Peo-  monitor by identifying the chilling
Airborne Software, PO Box ple like to be frightened, but not hor-  sounds that can be played from the

1940, Watford, Herts WD5 rified. We intend to keep the surpise cassette on an audio tape player

DL edge-of-the-seat element in this game ~ Sounds creepy.

6 COMMODORE USER
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Accolade for US Gold

US Gold’s latest American acquisition is
Accolade Inc, a breakaway group of pro-
grammers from Activision.

The company’s first release is Hardball,
a baseball simulation duc in January, 10 be
followed shortly afterwards by a spaceship
ey game entiled 7 Trading

Gompany, and @ guninging game called
Law of the Wes

B e st i demonstrates, we are
not talking about cheapo arcade games.
The graphics are large and detaied, with
qualty animation

The ltter two games feature language in
the shape of adventure sty
ting which require you
tr characters. The Wild Wa
example, features a nice
humour which requires you to combine
with various townspeople to ward off the
scourge of roving bandidos and desper-
ados. Your job as the sherifT is to be diplo.
matic s well 15 fast o the draw

Il be reviewing these ttles just as fast
as we can slap leather, pardners.

Ultimate names
the games

the
ames for the Comumdun o
Dragon Skulle and Outlaws will both be
crutie I sl mave e o Sunw s

worthwhile bet. At £9.95 each you should
stand a good chance of finding one in your
Christmas stocking,

In typical tight-lipped fashion, Ultimate

are keeping quiet about the details, so stay
tuned for a full review in January

MUD delayed
by bugs

Multi User Dungeons — the
extremely hip adventure
game that lots of people
can play simultaneously
with @ modem — has now
been delayed.

It was due fo go on-ine on Bonfire
Night but the organisers now say it will
nof be available until early next year.

UD's organisers, British Telecom,
have writien fo subscribers fo explain
the deloy s “ihe kind of lastminute

s every programmer has fo cope
L e get all the
bugs sorted out before MUD goes on-
fine. A spokesman told Commodore
User *“As far as we're concerned the
quality of the final product is more im-
portant than the deadline”
alof of interest at

other computer games is f
playing simultaneously against or with
several other Mudders. You may even
come up against the odd celebrity —
well, Jeff Minfer anyway.

Dialog Software, the
compony responsible for he
popular Transact

keeping pn(kege s bund\mg
ifs enfire 64 r

get Transac itself, Sales
Ledger and invoice
processor, Purchase Ledger,
Stock-Aid conirol system and
the Home Accounts
manager. Accordin

Diclog's Chrs ., she et
cost around £155
separately, “which must
represent remarkable value

for each program. More
details on 0371 831009

Video Darts: When if's
closing fime and you sfll
want o play daris, Zion

players and costs £7.95
Armchair Eric Bristows can
contact Zion on 2
521123,

CCOMMODORE USER 7
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OCTORER COMPETITION
RESULTS

FAMOUS NAMES COMPETITION: Caught most of  BOXING COMPETITION: A hush falls round t
you out on this one: shame on you, not being able to tell  as the judges confer. Looks like a docision on points. But
h

erence between Bobby and Jack Chariton — wait, a shock result, only 25 knock-out chamy
simple, Bobby's got a st cranium (and scored more  managed to win the 30 prizes on offer. Now it's over to
goals) Ten sharp-eyed Harry Camentar to announce the winners:
William Yau of Halesowen, Gary Wesley of Southampton, Douglas Latif of London, David Wi Durham, Paul Serbert
Janathan, Wight of Humberside, Mark Evans of Seitaet. Achard  of Harogate, Nedesm Afsal of Rochiner & Pckerd o Chepe,
Hamilng of Casrhily. Mark Lurarce of Dby, Paut Murohy of  Les Ward of Lvepool, Cy Redmian of W. Croydon, Steve Wood
North Shids, Stove Woad of Wombome. Andhew Clarke of Staffs, Chris Garbutt of Basildon, Mohamed Samoo of
Bkt s stk sonwe &8 Chers Wtat; Uhart Whior of Scut Sbkdo T Tmed of Hartlepool,

Stuart Sambrook of Shrewstury, Anthony
CASTLE COMPETITION: Pretty simple this one — the crington, Gomell Rogers of Neasdon. T. Leteh of Glasgow.
answer was ‘portmanteau’. Prizes are already winging G B ot Bt et 5 Abkdob o e

their way to otherands, David Constabe of Bediord, James Gibb
Velerie Bahe in Eqyo, Michasl Crof o Sussex, David Prtr of  Swatneie, David Wesey of Southampton. W. oy of Tyne and
Abardoan, MichaelHome of Couny Kory and Artur O'Sulivan  Wear, Miss M. Selings of Evstbourne, Androw Gl of

of County Maye Warwickshire and John Thorneycroft of Epping.

SHORTS
Book for Simon: For
those of you who've done
battle with Simon’s Basic but
haven't fathomed its full
potential ye, there’s a new
‘T ook outfo help you. Called

‘ommodore’s Handbook of
Simon’s Basic 's @ 250-page|
reference book that should

tell you all you ever wanted

Apologies to those of you who typed in the “Phantom of Priory Court” gam
our DIY Adventure series (October and November issues) — you di
YouL A pakargalst rn ff with part of the sing, Wl actaly; v a

missed out the final section of the program, so here tag it on to the (ond didn’t want) fo know.
listing you've already got using the line numbers presented hers. Whilse you Being an American import,
type it in, we'll all go and stand in a corner. it's a wee bit expensive at

Prentice-Hall on
58531

REM**¥PRINT AFPROPRIATE CHALLENGE#%%
FRINT"ANNOYINGLY, THE NEW C128 APFEF NOT TO WORE n"-:m’m
INT"THE WATER'S FOISONED - YOU GROW DIZZY'":
FRINT"A HOMOCIDAL CHEF FOUN ON YOU'!":GOTO 1748
FRINT"IT 1§ TOO DARK TO SEE ANYTHING. ":G0TO 17

REM¥**

*SUCCESS ROUTINE®%%

Microscribe: Just when
you thought lightpens for the
4 were dead and buried,
up pops another one. This
N one’s called the Amicron

M RUNS TO RE
EEEN CAUSED
Y READER"

SWHD HASN T "WON A COMPETITION!" Microscribe, distributed by |
2770 Mirrorsoft. It comes complete,
with drawing software, on- ‘
REM S *WROE-LF screen calculator and

programming roufine. The

RINT CHR# (1 bad news first: it costs

5780 PRINT'YOU HAVE REACHED THE END OF THIS £29.95. Good news s het |
79@ PRINT*ATTEMPT TO FIND HANTOM,  pen is very accurate and
3802 PRINT"WOLLD YOU LIKE ANDTHER TRY?" e And e rot s
aplign news: the drawing software
INFUT 13 is nothing fo shout about.
[F I# = "Y' THEN RUN There you go, o mini-review
END in the ‘Shorts’ section.

8 COMMODORE USER
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Amstrad/C64 i
48K Spectrum/Spectrum+ £6.95

Maxwell House, Worship Street, London EC2A 2EN. Tel 01-377 4644
Trade orders to: Mirrorsoft Purnell Book Centre, Paulton, Bristol BS18 5LQ.
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A Ferguson
that gives you
i double vision.

Hang on, are you seeing things?
In the top picture it looks like a portable TV In
the bottom picture it looks like a computer Monitor.

The truth is that the Ferguson MCO5 is designed
to be the best of both.

It has RGB and Composite Video sockets,
providing the shortest possible route for the signal to the
screen, by-passing the circuits of a conventional television.

Whichever way you look at it, the picture quality
isoutstanding And you can switch automatically between
computer screen and normal T'V screen, without having
tochange connections.

So why buy two sets, when you can get one that
doubles up?

No-one is more switchedon.__|




The greatest breakthrough
in wrlst technology since -
Seiko introduced quartz.

puter terminal
then fitted into

RC1000 WRIST TERMINAL
The Seiko RC-1000. ?QQ 95. Atall good computer cpec»allsts NOW.




GIVES YOU DATABASES, BULLETIN
BOARDS, ELECTRONIC MAIL,
PRESTEL — ALL ON YOUR
COMMODORE 64 OR 128

At last! The perfect modem for your
Commodore* 64 or 128, giving you
access to Prestel*, Micronet”, viewdata
and a host of Omer services — plus
user-user communications.
It couldn't be simpler. The 64
Multimodem has autodial and
autoanswer, with all comms
software on-board in HOM, 84 Multimoders fits
your Commodore's cartridge port, and has just
one external connection — the telephone

Thesa Multimodem is menu driven and

multispeed, with CCITT V21/23 and Bell

103 standards, handling baud rates of

300/300, 1200/75 and 75/1200

Functions include save and

print frame and automailbox

with edit and save.

auy your 64 Multimodem now and
e'll give you free introductory

Subscriptions t Micronet and

Microlink *: an unbeatable package

atan unbearame price — it's pure

genius!

Approval applied for T ———]

From the Communications
Powerhouse

>‘<MIRAClE -
r‘.‘TECHNOlOGY

MIRACLE TECHNOLOGY (UK) LTD ST PETERS STREET IPSWICH IP1 1XB ENGLAND
(0473) 216141 6 LINES TELECOM GOLD 79: KEY 001 (Dealerlink 72: DTB 10135)
946240 CWEASY G 19002985 PRESTEL MAILBOX 919992265
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MUZAWAITE CLASSIC 128 (NTROGUCTORY OFFER) 5399 (85,00
MVIZAWRITE 64 PROFESSIONAL' (INCLUDES VIZASPELL)  5354% 85001
MVZAWATE 6 015) £33 (6761 (CARTRIOGE) 53598 £7Bost

MuizAsTAR 64 oATABASESPREADSHEET s 705t s 115051

25
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LEISURE LIMITED

’T\'\Es“\c\(

——

ll your high scores wit THE STICK's extrafast response

IHE STICK standrd 250 g ot e 1601 o128
JDORE 64128 ACCESSORIES:

CUPEAMENTALTEST BORRD (1em 15000 exoses i, e s and o

2 || e 8

—_—
WANT IT TOMORROW???__ CALL US TODAY!1 _ON 015457256
B

2l

Vil on request, o phone for vtsA

_—
LAKESIOE HOUSE,  KINGSTON HILL,  SURREY, KT270T.  TEL 01-346-7256

e o Gt or)
6K ROM BOARD (fam 15002 e
e AW BOKRD e 15607 s
128, 77256 e 15.00) £5455
DISC NOTCHER 6435
16K ROM BOARD AND W ON DISC s
HIGH OUALTY ANT STATC DUST COVER, Y 2 e 300 6155
Disc e (lom 3002 5455

sty e ddrr drct o LIHTWA
ot v o oy i T o, o0

Jce
LIGHTWAVE LEISURE LTD.
PO Box 23, WALLASEY, MERSEVSIDE L4 1EW
051




Feedback Feedback Feedback Feedback I

The ad said that Quick-
disk+ woulds not copy
Heavily Protected soft-
ware. Your reviewer
noted that it would not
copy ANY protected soft-
ware.

Blatant lies or just
stretching the truth a lit-
tle? Come on Evesham
Micro Centre, surely you
can do better than that.

The moral of this story
must be to read the
reviews before you buy.

fHHE
{HHEHE
i

We'll go along with that.

e sort.of blinkered attitude then dodging land mines

Lost in space eally annoys me. to escaps to & ferry to

Dear Commodore User, I can't aiford most of freedom. The Dragon 6 software

I have @ Commodore 64 the new products you version had 97% Jin the

and have for the past review in the magazine Cuthbert Dear Commodore User,

year, been hunting for a but I do enjoy reading I doubt TheCrd sonid g6 get Tam the proud owner of a

p 207 C and 1

s happen-  So a message to C16 was furious to say the
I'm sure you ing and what advances owne don’t be least after reading your
Will ‘Know the game 1 arg being made both in midlead by titles, alwaye September Teeqback
refer to, green aliensand hardware and software (if possiblo) try the page 1o find even your
‘thump, thump’ sound ef- technology. games before buying excellent magazine
fects, however, I have Playing games is great them, then you can be knocking the C16's
been unsuccessful sofar. fun but I try to do other sure ‘to get” good soft- rangeof software.
i 64t

oo
could supply me with an T've just bought the Com. H. Jenkins, into almost any com-
address where I could ob- modore modem and am Caerleon, puter shop and pick up
tain a copy, or perhaps now getting hooked on Gwent. ost any game from
another reader has a Compunet. I'dliketodo —______ Steve Dﬂ.vles ‘Snooker to
copy which they are many more things with Review with @ Daley Thompson’s Star
prepared to sellor swap. my 64, if T had enough moral
Thanking you Tor s money. Keepun thogesd —moral Ty, e wrongin
lwourahle reply. work.” Dear Commodore User,  saying there aren't many
—Just finished J.Wilso In September’s edition I games being released,
reading The Talisman by Welwyn GardenGity.  Toad with nterest your it's justa matter of going
Steven King and Peter review of the Quick- outand looking for them.
Straub. Excellent disk+ Cartridge. I also Nicholas Jones,
maierial for a new adven _Cuthbert clones 150 Orio80 L 100 20 Priony Oake,

Dear Commodore User, magazine an advert was Brackla,
S5 1 recently purchased a surely great enough to Bridgend,
7Rnssla.ndcrescem copy of Cuthbert in the warrant an interest by Mid. Glamorgan,
Bishoptos Cooler from Microdeal, the Advertising Stan- S.Wales CF312HZ.
Rentrowshire PA7 5JH. hoping that it would be dards Authority. 1 think you'll find that we

You've got us stumped. as good as the other two The ad on the Quick- weren't slagging the C16

There were plenty of Cuthbert games for the disk + stated the but merely saying ive

Space Invaders clones C16. At first I found it tollowing: “Fast LOAD software is limited com-

for the 64, but we can't quite good, but it is prot- and SAVE (four to five pared to the 64. An indis
me with that ty much the same as times normal speed)'. putable fact.

p-mcum “name. Can Guthber: Bntors. the Your reviewer wrote, “At

anybody out there help? Tombs of Doom. The best

————_ walls are exactly the matches the clalmed
Tn praise of  same only darker, and fourfold inorease”. Four —chart for €16
peripherals the screens repeat. For toRiver, not quite. Dear Commodore User,
instance, screen 1, 11, “AND SAVE" was 1 agree with Michael
Dear Commodore User, 21, 31, 41, 51 etc. are all underlmed to emphasise Medlicott from Stirchley
Did you read the letters the same as are the 8]
page in the November two's, threes, fours and time. But again your C16 Software Chart
isue of Zzap 647 (who on soon. reviewer wrote, At best because the C16 has got
could be bothered This didn't bother me the Quickdisk+ ofl’ered about 100 games; isn't
todo that? — Ed)One of though, but when I no reduction in time that enough? Also why
their readers complained played it on the dragon, it Laken to SAVE a hle to don't Firebird make
about the boring reviews was a totally different some games for the C16?
of peripherals he finds in game. Instead of running Theadsmd ‘Fast For- Lastly why don't they
lommodore User. 1felt 1 around planting time mnl. takes just ten make games for expand-
C:

®
g
5
3
<
Ba
g

®
5
g

s
g
.
S
g
£
E
g
§
o

had to write and say bombs and getting keys, seconds”. Your reviewer ed C167
there is more to the Cony. you had to run arpund & wrote, “The TEN sec JamesTaylor,
modore 64 than using it War camp in WWII get- disk formatter takes Chatham,
just to play games. This ting keys, papers and TWENTY seconds’ Kent.
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h, Christmas. Drink
pressies, colds, goodwill to
all men. Well you can forget
the last bitl The worms

don't stop coming out of the wood
work for the Feas of Stephen. There
will be no Christmas trucel

But first, | will apologise. Yes, I'm
not 100 big for that yet. I failed to give
Chris Harvey, Elte’s 64 graphics pro-
grammer, the credit he was due for
his work on Frank Bruno. Sorry about
that, Chris

Now for a legal update on Elte vs
Aligata — hang on a sec whilst | put
on my wig. Contrary 1o rumours in
other pubications, Who Dares Winsis
avallabl, or shoud | say Who Dares
Wins llor s it 17 After numerous pro
ram changes the game has gone out.
To quote Aligata’s Mike Mahoney
There are no further possibities of
interruptions from Elfe.” Elte’s case
for infringement of rights stil stands
and will come to court eventually. Ac-
cording to Mahoney, Allgata mean-
while are claiming damages to the
tune of £80,000. Neither, though, has
passed secrets on to the Russians

This follws nicely on to an ronic
tale of mayhem. What did | say back in
October about the game of the fim?
Well,now we've finally gone ull icle,
as | predicted, th

couple ofyears ago. Ray Carney, head
of software house Little Softie, rang
us to complain about our publicising it
(along with dozens of other mags). If
eis justied, and that would be hard
10 prove, there’s not a ot he can do
about it. You can't copyright an idea.
System 3 have also been on to me
since | wrote about their escapades at
the PCW show. A spokesperson rang
me to whinge that the programmer's

fee was incorrect. He tried to fob me b

offwith lotsofnice image gossp about
Mark Kale being mobbed by school-
Kids and wishing to present 2 respec:

table image to the industry. Their Geoff C

game Tiwister Mother of Charlotte was
in fact Mother of Harlot but this was
thought too stron, hence the change.
Yawn, | think Il sfick to rumours. Ap-
parently, according to spokesperson

Lesley Bundon, System 3 are rating
their own software like fims. | hope
they don't all end up with a PG tag
ecause, as everybody knows, this
means Pathetic Game

Whils a the photo shoot before his
appearance in Splash at Thames TV,
apes walked straight up to me
and pinched me very hard on the ip-
ple. “Just remember", he informe
me, “That's one of the most painful
things you can do to anybody.”
Thanks for the lesson

lan
Strachan

the possibility
teuts

Don't expect another philanthropic

i compilation onthe

shelves in the near future as has been

reported in other publications.

Amstrad and BBC versions may

become available, but nothing else is
planned.

This boxing craze in the software
business is going a bit too far. Probe
man Fergus McGovern recently sus-
tained a fractured rib n the ring

il have & merry Christmas and
don't forget to send me a pressie. ©

Hero'
action. A

who were

game. Commando is a Rambo clone
Just released in the US featuring Ar-
nold Schwarzeneger as the efficient
slab of kiling machinery. Comman
is of course, the titl o Elte’s latest
game (reviewed next month) which is
‘making all the problems for Alligata.
Steve Wilcox must be doing back flips
of delght

Beyond has been sold. 'We knew
that!" you cry. But did you know that
buyers Brish Teleco (.. Firebird)
coughed up £600,000 for it? Thought
not. Bet you're sorry you bought
shares now aren't you? | suppose you

saff attempt to put up the money for
the sale which was beaten  of
Thought not

You may or may not have heard that
Melbourne House's Terrormolinos is
causing a fuss because of s smilrity
1o 2 fext only mail order adventure
called Benidorm which appeared a
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With hundreds of sofiware packages available
never has amore useable machine been
launched.

Three modes mean you can use software for
the Commodore 64, software for the CPM

ew software specially written

»| Herearejust three new examples of what is
available.

Visityour local dealer for your 128 software or call the
‘Commodore Information Centre on Corby (0536) 205252
for more information.




NEW SUPER SILVER FOR COMMODORE

305 CHIMERA 316  CHICKIN CHASE
309 WILLOW PATTERN 318  MICROCOSM
312 THUNDERBIRDS




T P R e

CCOMMODORE 64
AMSTRAD and
SPECTRUM

CALORIE

including Carbohydrate Counter

Tape for COMMODORE 64  Only£6.95
(inc. p&p)

* Probably, the FASTEST and EASIEST
way ever of counting Calories and
Carbohydrates.

| * Count the Calories in 20 foods in less
than 4 minutes (after Turbo program
load)

* Now with internal list of 1,000 foods to
select from, or enter your own foods.

* 2 modes - program accepts ounces or
grams

* Print facility (CBM & other printers)

Send cheque or P.O. to:

Sable Software Ltd., .

38 Goldsmith Road, London N11 3JP "

Gy R« i

COUNTER |-

TROJAN

CAD-MASTER

THEULTIMATE IN GRAPHICS TOOLS

SUPERB GRAPHICS SOFTWARE
PLUS

ATOP QUALITY LIGHT PEN

Discover the exciting world of creating your own
graphics on screen.

® FREEHAND DRAW - 5 pen thicknesses inc. Quills

® PAINT BRUSH - for the artistic touch

@ FILL ANY SHAPE - use 16 colours and 11 patterns.

® GEOMETRIC SHAPES - circles, boxes, triangles, lines.

ing.
® DYNAMIC RUBBER BANDING on all geometic options.
@ PIN-POINT FUNCTION - for pixel accuracy on all functions.

Plus many more too numerous to mention in this ad. Al these:
features in the Program + a top quality Light Pen and an

Easytouse
for creating colourfull pictures or technical drawings. Ideal for use
by all ages of micro users. Fullback-up service from
manufacturers. Available at good dealers or drect  FAUNNY
ffom Trojan Products.
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AMAS

WITH THE

SIARS

We thought you might like to
know what programmers get
? to at Christmas so we fired
off a few questionnaires. The
answer seemed to be booze,
but there were a few other
revelations as well.

JEFF MINTER: Owns

an obscure company called
Liamasoft, who currently

‘have a surprise hit with a game
entitled Batalyx!

CU: Do you like Christmas and if so why

JM: Yes, because it allows me to st my face a lot.

CU: What are you doing this Christmas’

JM: I'm going skiing in the Alps with Tony Crowther.

CU: What do you want for Chri

JM: An Amiga, but that'll arrive early because I'm on
Commodore's developers list. | want a copy of
Electronic Arts' Marvel Madness, because it's my all-
time favourits game, Otherwise anything hairy will
do.

CU: What's your favourite Christmas food!
The whala ehing, L love the tradk

nal Christmas

cu: Do, o Vitch the Quieen's spes
Never, I'm far too busy drmkmg or playing games.
CU: Do you believe in Father Christma:
JM: Only as an abstract entity.
CU: What was your worst ever Christmas experience!
haven't had any. Christmas is wonderful.

CU: What was your best ever Christmas present!

: They've ail been good.
CU: Who would you most like to kiss under the mistletoe?
JM: A camel | met in Tenerife last year.
CU: Tell us a Christmas joke
JM: Oh, dear, er, um, | really don’t know any. Sorry.

MIKE SINGLETON:

Lords of Midnight and Quake
Minus One.

Do you like Christmas and wi
Yozl love i, especially il fights.

are you doing for Christmas
% 2 holiday, i.e. not programming!

: What do you want for Christmas!

: Oh, a Cray 1, | think, it's probably the fastest
computer in the world. Somehow I don't think I'll
get it though. | quite fancy getting the Superman

ybe a Ferrari as well. I'm

: What's your favourite Christmas food?

: Turkey — dull but true.

U: Do you watch the Queen’s speech?
Not if I can help it.
: Do you believe in Santa Claus?
Yes!

: What was your worst ever Christmas experience!
: 1 haven't had any, they're all wonderful

What was your best ever Christmas present?

A plastic castle complete with soldiers, when | was
: Who would you most like to kiss under the mistletoe?
Susan George. She’s getting on, but so am

Tell us a Chriscmas joke

What kind of parties do snowmen go to? Snowballs
(er, thanks Mike).

TONY
CROWTHER: Loco,
Monty Mole and Black
Thunder programmer. now
owner of Wizar
Development, currently in
the charts with William
Waobble

: Do you like Christmas and if so why
C: Yes, because it makes me stop warkmg
[CU: What are you doing for Christmas?
C: Ask Jeff Minter!
What do you want for Christmas?
: Certainly not a computer or a game of
description. A bit of peace and quiet will do me
very nicely.
U: What's your favourite Christmas food!
Mince pies, | hate turkey.
Do you believe in Santa Claus’
Of course not.
Do you vateh the Queen's specch! |
I didn’t even know she gave one
What was your worst Christmas nxp:nen(u'
Getting a 64, it took over m:
What s your bes aver Chimas presin
C: Getting engaged to Lisa (aahhh!).
: Who would you most like to kiss under the mistletoe and
don't say Lisa because that's (00 creepy.
C: Well if I'm forced to, I'll say Madonna.
Tell us a Christmas joke
: Oh no! Er, what do you get if you cross a shark with
a block of ice? Frostbite! (A really duff cracker joke
that one.)
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WILD BILL
STEALEY: Boss of
Microprose — Solo Fiight,
F15 Strike Eagle and, coming
soon, Silent Service.

TONY FOMFRETT'

responstie for Rohnd Rat,
currendy workin
Rambo.

: Do you like Christmas?
: Yes, because it's a good excuse for drinking a lot.
What are you doing this Christmas?

What are you doing for Christmas?

WB: Every year | dress up as Santa Claus and give
presents to my kids and employees at Microprose.

CU: What do you want for Christmas?

WB: A new aeroplane. I'm trying to talk my wife into

buying a Monie R2I — it's a great low altitude fun
plane.
U: Wh's your favurice Chrsumas food?
e (Dundee cake to you lot).
CU: Do you el Father Christmas!

conversion if anyone’s listening — oh, and also a
personal harem.
: What's your favourite Christmas food?

stop Wild Bill Ju
from teling his conyeariold siser that Sanea s
really m
s —
WB: It was when | was in the Air Force, on service in
key .. | really missed my farmily.
was your best ever Christmas present!
hzmn;lry set and a kit radio — | managed to
receive the BBC. cipal (Pammie from Dallas
CU: Who would you most like to kiss under the mistletoe? U: Tell us a Christmas joke
y wife's in the other room (v.| | TP: What do you get when you cross an octopus with a
loud Wild Bill et P fus 1k o have oho guts to turkey? | don'c know, but there's a leg for all the
someone a really good kiss. family!

o you watch the Queen’s speech?
No, it bores me to tears.
What was your worst Christmas experience!
" My house burnt down on Boxing Day a few years

pac i your best ever Christmas present!
A Comi

NEIL A BATE &
CHRIS HARVEY'
Elite programmer:

responsible for Awwa!( Frank
Bruno and currentl

Commando.

J: Do you lke Chrisimas and i 50 why!
: means going to parties, getting drunk and
good laugh at things like the Two Ronnies,
Spe(tmms and games by Tony Crowther.
e you doing for Christmas?
NB: S:ndmg people I don't like cheapo cards with robins

: Do you like Christmas? Give reason for yes/no.

: No, because the BBC have stopped showing ‘The
Wizard of Oz".

: What are you doing for Christmas!

Watching pirate videos of ‘The Wizard of Oz'.

: What do you want for Christmas!

cu: What do you want for Christmas! An I Robot'
A pair of socks — that way | won't be disappointed. What's your fvaurte Chvisomas food!
What's your favourite: Sierasoad Lager.

: Do you believe in Father Christmas?
Yes, but he looks surprisingly like my dad.

Do you watch the Queen’s speec!

Not

e n Father ot
'm sick of socks.
CU: Do you watch the Queen’s speech?
NB: Yes, but | wish she would tell a few jokes. What was your favourite Christmas experience?
CU: What was your worst Christmas experience’ : Last year, when someone bought be a Spectrum
NB: Last year when | tried to watch ‘James Bond' and (ot = vl

‘Raiders of the Lost Aark’ simultaneously.
What was your best ever Chriscmas present
NB: A board game called ‘Haunted House’ by Palitoy.
CU: Who would you most like to kiss under the mistletoe?

: Wi best ever Christmas present!
FuII sized table football game (impressed?).

0 would you most like (o kiss under the mistletoe!

: Cathrime Oxenburg (Amanda Carrington from

NB: Princess Diana. Dynasty).

CU: Tl us a Christmas joke CU: Tel us a Christmas joke

NB: What did Mrs. Christmas say to Father Christmas?  CH: There are only 25 letters in the alphabet. Noel Noel
t looks like rain deer. No-el No-L'.

CCOMMODORE USER 21



Comm
- compu
now giv

erl
D l?




hodore
ters are
ng away
herals
OL.. <%




' Buya 154‘1
- plus Dot M:
togethe




i Disk Drive
atrix Printer
I foronly

9-99

or..



' ..buy one of th

peripherals for




ase Commodore

r only £199 99

commodor'e



Ransley

fers you the chance to
win Me ourne
House's long-awaited
Lord of the Rings
game. Jo n Ransley
meanwhile brings you
a couple of surprise
gems in the shape of
The Magician’s Ball|
and Super Gran. Guest
contributor Roger
Garret from the Ad-
ventureline Club per-
suaded us to fell you
all about two games

Day. There's all the
latest news and the
only adventure chart
available for 64 users.

cian’s Ball (£7.95) their label’s
Sheer deb\n zdvelmnt mlc - hm ph -

magic plxy m 1 r:ckm\ nm 'r n .s diuoml variable information —
0 be loitering in the suchas the movable objects t0 be
Software houses such as Acti- Vl.lkyx fesim o quite some rmmd here lnplns vanish the
Telarium are mnkmg e thanks to word-of-mouth en ‘re entered, which
r:mmmcndj tion. be a ||n|e |rmam|g if you
The storyline is przd.lcnbl: fnrgel whn your last command
enough‘ the player assur was, but at least the last half
r0 — a sort o pml dozen o 5o respons i
ype M:d — who takes time view to
out to save the indispensable how the action has progressed.
‘beautiful princess from a wicked Tl
necromancer whose armoury in-
cludes a ing capable o tuming and comple
his victims to stone, “Stone can also conver
No. 172 bus still hold plenty of me!” they e the mmrnma- Hobbit -||h —
:ppul for adventurers of all tion is complet i
On-screen pms:n:mn com- independent action. A novel
FSiobal Software Baye here: prises a full-colour graphic of feature is that you can also slip
fore probably done the right every location together with a out of Caro's skin and take on
thing in making The Magi- brief description and lines of ad- the persona of another character,
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This month’s Valley of- |

American

graffiti

US Gold’s All American Adven-
tures subsidiary has_promised
that a string of adventures from

thus viewing and participating in
the proceedings from a different
viewpoint. Quite neat _that.
Other play aids include single-
key repeat commands.

With little more than 40 loca-
tions, The Magician’s Ball can
hardly be compared with a Level
9 hike but then it doesn't pre-
tend 0 be an ambitious advea-

above-average sophistication. It \

all with snatches from Tubular
Bells which make decent use

dea ol SID, whose potental is
much-neglected in games having
comiderably greser pretensions
than this




ure Adventure Adventure Adventure Advenh

Sierra Online and other top-
notch Stateside software houses
are in the pipeline — and if AAA
can keep the quality high and the
prices low, British players may
at last have sight of many titles
which have been priced away
from our shores by import duty

in the pas
Among "AMA' . offriogs
and the Princess and

you
dlsu(sa type scenario — and it
on becomes  all-too-plain that

you'll need more than a certain

o
streetwise outfit like US Gold. T

suggest that someone there re-
assesses Wizard and the Princess
mighty quick.

Lucifer’s Realm on the other
hand bears out that All
American Adventures might be a

rs some similarity to the disk
version of The Hobbit in that the
screen toggles between som:
pretty impressive graphics and

other details appear. If you make
the right connection, the old
1541 (unless you're one of those
ich bods with the new.drive)
churns grudgingly into
and sipe's new graphie oot the
screen.

‘While borrowing from the fun-
sy formula, Lucifer’s Realm

s Adolf and Benito are into the
power stakes andsin to extablsh

and offers y
Pearty Gate i you'l el

tures

s Robyn Pearson (ves, honestly)

on the credit screens are maybe a
tittle t00 cutesy by half

and evidently rightly so. Now,
have released

while you get down to u:kllng
its firstrate packmate.

Super Gran, as if you didn’t
know, is the plaid-strewn
heroine of a popular children’s

¥ seis ity g
oneto-one

The return
of Super Gran

It happensraely, but I revar-
i ne stumbles upon

sreat lite adventure simot by
chance — especially when  it's
one that comes from the pen of
Als prodigious duo Brian
Howarth a droffe
but which puhhshus Tyncsol
slipped into the

Super
game which reviewers savaged —

e exil Scanses Campbel: In
this adventure, he’s swiped some

Gran, aided by copious helpings
of porridge, to outwit Scunn
and return the artefacts to their
proper home (Arts Council cut-
becks presumably don't leave
anything over for insurance
premiums).

All the features and quality
that you'd expect from an Al ti-
tle are here, such as stacks of

you'd forger
Dilled as n ‘easier’ advenrire

but, thankfully, the Howarth
trademark of o mindbending
opening puzzle js missing from
this particular offering. After a
litle lateral thinking (ot to
mention a useful crib from the
cassette insert) I managed to pole
vault my way into action. Lots of
interesting and. nicely-depicted
locations await your attention,
including a miniature railway,

boating lake, castle ruins, and a G

theatre with plenty to explore
below its stage.

Adventure International has

been rivalled only by Level 9 for

Adoenars s defnitcly  product
of the Al stable and thus you
may expect of

found in Gremliris and Touch-

Joy et commpary
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Roll up, roll up! For our bumper

Christmas give-away. We have

FIFTY copies of LORD OF THE

RINGS from Melbourne House
to be won.

This epic adventure game rendition

rAToIk‘\en s magical tory contains two
es, Part

MBH know that adventure fans are
expecting a lot from this game —
especially bearing in mind the fifteen
so to ensure the

Also in the team are graphics whizz
Russel Comte, and William Tang who
is_helping with the artificial in-
telligence routines — essential for
making the characters respond sen-
sibly to the inputs typed in by players

also includes several
freelance illustrators, musicians, and
back up programmers working on con-
versions and various bits of code. By
anyones standards it's a huge under
taking. Probably bigger than anything
that “has been done anyone

anywhere in the world before. It's a
hell of a tough job — turning pmbamy
the best adventure
English language into a mmpmer
game.

Are you sitting
comfortably?

For those of you who haven't read the
book or seen the film or video (shame

x
g
Iy
(]
9
3
o

arf, and Gandalf the wise old

Book Il — ‘The Two Towers’ — the
pm is luﬂy developed a classic strug.
gle between the evil Dark Lords of

rdor — and.the good guys, the
Hobbits, Elves, Dwarves, Tree People

and the hobbits return to the Shire,

and the changes that occurred there
in their absence.

Dozens of other colourful
characters turn up as the story un-
folds and the world of the Rings is
vividly described by Tolkein's poetic,
fast-moving and exciting writing style.

1f you haven't read it, do so — even
if you don't intend playing the game. |
promise you won't regret it.

Playing the game

Each of the books in the trilogy will
have a two cassette adventure, plus
he book, launched, according to MBH
at “six monthly intervals”.

Information has been tough to come
by about the Fellowship but from what
we have been able to dig up for you it
does appear to be very special.

We do know that the game will allow
you to play the part of four of the main
characters from the book — the Hob-
bits: Frodo, Merry, Pippin and Sam
Gamgee

n choose either of these
characters at the beginning of the
game and stick with that one until the
end or switch between all of them
continuall

The band across the top of the
screen shot shows the faces of the

rent location that this player has
reached (not very far). The head

J - Farmer Giles from Spam

2. Letters from Father Christiansen
1 3. The Slimmerillan.

J The correct titles are:—

slightly to the left is still at a previous
location

Talking of locations the Fellowship
of the Ring has 200 of them — most of
the major ones with a graphic dlus!ra—
tion similar to the screen shot al

nother superlative feature will be

the game's ability to understand really
complicated commands. nter-
preter can deal with longer sentences
than any adventure Meibourne have
done before and it also has a chasm:
ke vocabulary — an enormous 800

"(hte the Valley will shnrﬂy feature
of

an in-depth review of the
Rings but from what we o sty
it is well worth winning — so reach for
those stamps and envelopes now!

How to win?

we want you to do is correct the
following titles of Tolkien's books and
then tell us (in not more than 100
words) why you like playing
adventures.

]
"
12
1

1 like playing adventures because (please use spare sheet of paper).
1 Entries to Lord of the Rings Competition, Priory Court, Farringdon Lane,

} London ECIR 3AU
ntries must reach us by December 22.
1 My top three current adventures are

]
12
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\Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventun

A history

Considerez-vous une lesson

shafted at Waterloo by le grand
duc anglais avec le conk énorme
who préférer wearing les boots
kinky. money
In Napoleon’s Sandwiches
(Sim Soft, £7.95) you assume the se
role of Napoleon’s aide de camp
(non business amusant, il vous
plait). One jour, vous are having
a quiet Gitane when in rushes a
e viia. pars oot
Pempes

‘Alors comes 1 icky rolé —

obe 3,

and The Thing, by the new year. And
Questprobe 4 (maybe out by Easter
'86 but don't hold your breath) will
have a novel twist in that the player
takes on the role of the baddie —
Marvel Comics' cadaverous Dr
Doom.

® Some truly dedicated micro
adventurers | know extend their aes-
thetic enjoyment of otherwise aural
ly boring quests by plugging their
heads into Walkmans while playing
them. I'm told that, for example,
soaking up Clannad's Robin of
Sherwood soundtrack album from
the TV series while exploring The
Touchstones of Rhiannon is par-
ticularly effective. Maybe Manual
and his Magic Castanets or Anton
Karas could do the same for Terror-
molinos and Rats respectively.
Watch out, then, for Darkness at
Dawn, an adventure in which the
puzzles are portrayed as sound ef.
fects rather than presented in text
or graphics.

Here endeth le lecon histoire

ey W e e
of orginaliy, atmorp
humour. And

ere and

the door bursts

epe T3 r-;a 8¢ “To”Puper

gravei

the pack.
5t Sau

¢ Hou and ¢

® Keep an eye on the bargain bins
for yesteryear adventure hits at trif
fic fow prices. Typical knockdowns
I've spotted recently are Valhalla at

4.95, several Supersoft titles at
£1.99, and the classic Twin Kingdom
Valley slashed to £2.50

thiorien, renowned among
micro wavgamers for their well-
implemented computer battle-
ames, are dipping a toe in the
adventure well with the release of
Time Sanctuary, described as
futuristic adventure game featuring
surrealistic landscape graphics and
the facility to communicate with 18
characters. Your challenge is to
locate and trade for six crystals to
power a time machine that will let
you escape from the sanctuary, and
ihere's & large e, iouses anl'a
maze to explore along the
© Infocom, stil shy of forging for-
mal links with the British market,
will be releasing Spellbreaker here
this month. Complementing Wish-
bringer (reviewed November),
reaker is reputedly much more
puzzling — and difficult — than its
predecessor. The game is fleshed

‘23, forgotten

nere 15 he. . |

Games without

frontiers

1 have always held a certain
amount of reservation about

Day.
terrific, sparkling gems
Bty M d ) ootaions
ok

e xdvcm\nu avail-
zble, the two nn
Tulla and inim-

igiuion bl e
uar

pebgfemmia o
Eiet buni the Evil Empire is

sticking to the

nnnal oo Goly Rri 1
e feel that the inclusion of
Sruphice would oot enbance the
game one iota, considering the

out to Infocom’s usual high stan-
dards with extras which include an
Enchanter’s Guild pinbadge and a
gatalogue of magic equipment
Price will be £3¢.

now hope T reloase a6arton
version of Swords and Sorcery early
the New Year. The adventure was
irst announced in the summer of
84, and even back in June of this
year PSS were claiming that 7,000
programming hours had already
gone into the game, which was be
ing developed with innovative
graphics and the ability to accept
add-on modules. Whether all these
original _features ~ will incor-
porated in the final £8.95 version re-
mains to
« Lovel 9 wi, following the side-
stepping release of their satirical
SF quizzer The Worm in Paradise, be
producing a sequel to their chart
topping Red Moon, provisionally titl-
ed The Price of Magic. The Austin 4
are also rumoured 10 be working on
a 10,000-location MUD-style inter-
active adventure for up to 1,000
simultaneous players based on Ar-
thurian legend
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re Adventure Adventure Adventure Adventur

Adventure programmers both
sides of the Atlantic are swooning
over the specification of the Amiga
— ‘and are gearing up to surpass
Infocom'’s welcome (but dullish) an

speech synthesiser which can be
effortiessly programmed even in
ke the Amiga say full
in different male or
female voices, and of course its

excellent text descriptions.
‘The second adventure is Fa

in which

hidden treasure in an ever-

under and upperworlds. Your key

task commences i the upper- hours but it s defmiely for o
o, You il sed ol siVe. ot Fea e

50 meats easy, before findlog descriptons sre b
the correct objects to enable you  and both have
to enter the underworld, Here, ry that is rarely fou
adventures available at_the
Priced at only
places. Excellent text descrip- each, I woul
tions create an atmosphere of games to o
Mike

s above, you will find many
weid it woadeetul peaple s e

anticipation.

yours to command and you will
sty bEelthen Betde R

you must search for game is complet

Faerie is the lype of adventure

changing surreal scenario of both that will kep you nvued o

multitasking facility which will @ Beyond’s new masters, British
make the present founder genera- Telecom, might hold back Mike
tion of icon-driven-cum-window ~Singleton’s successor to Lords of
games such as The Fourth Protocol ~ Midnight on the 64/128 even longer
ook like they were developed witha in favour of rush releasing a Com-
slate and chalk modore version of

® Firebird swoop into the full- Shadow. Using the same
blooded adventure stakes with

Runestone, out any day now, which

they'll release in their Gold Range

at £9.95. Their budget-priced debut

adventure titles The Helm and Sub

sunk both did well in the Valley's fire. Play features include more than
chart, but Runestone is a more am- 32,000 views of 4,000 locations, a
bitious offering altogether. More 750-word vocabulary, and three
news next month sentence command recall.

o

o cngica q\mllr
ind in some of

recommend these the perfect vehicle e A
he As

Kel- Mike said,

Gary
Characters straight from ‘A Mid. brick are the brains behiad L T
Bomn in Liv er

summer Night's Dream’ await to Dy

ay. rpool,
help bur others wait 1o harm  take an active pat n S T vl s S o i
Beaiis (el M ”

 was The Gl cha provided

you. Magical words, only pro-
Douncable in an adventure, are

TUE NEWS ® ADVENTURE NE!

® Gilsoft plan to have at least a
disk version of The lilustrator for the

menu-style creation of full-colour
graphics to be incorporated into
adventures written using The Quill
— even those already completed as
text games. Price will be around
£a9s

All American Adventures’
Fichard Tisgan keaps me quessing
as to the what precisely, where and
when of the cortex-crumpling 3D
Alternate Reality from Datasoft.
What is for certain is that it looks
like making it into the Guinness
Book of Records as the world's
most _expensive microadventure.

and there are another six to come!
® Audiogenic are 1o take over the
marketing of The Secret of St Brides
from its rish publishers to help en-
sure wider availability in Britain.
The 1930s Angela Brazil-style spoof
text adventure mystery set in a girls’
school is available for the 64/128 at
£6.95

h type g
The racent. folise. ars coly Befe” oger Garret

CHARTS

NEW 1 (-) Robin of Sherwood — C64/128 (Adventure International, GrA, £7.95)
NEW 2 (-) Adrian Mole — C64/128 (Mosaic/Level 9, GrA, £7.95)
3 (1) Red Moon — C64/128 (Level 9, GrA, £6.95)

44 linos — C64/128 (Melbourne House, GrA, £7.95)

5 (2) Rats — C64/128 (Hodder & Stoughton, GrA, £7.95)

6 _(6) Mordon's Quest — C64/128 (Melbourne House, TA, £5.95)

7 (3] The Fourth Protocol — C64/128 (Hutchinson, GrA, £12.95/£15.95 disk)
8 (5) Castle Blackstar — C64/128 (CDS, TA, £2.99)

9 (7) Beatle Quest — C64/128 (Number 9 Software, £9.95/£11.95 disk]

10 (9) Gremlins — C64/128 (Adventure International, GrA, £9.95)

Adventure International are right on target with the first in their planned series of Robin of
‘Sheruood adventures. The much acclaimed debut ttle, Touchstones of Rhiannon, written by Brian
Howarth and Mike Woodroffe and packed with splendid graphic and animated screens, has hit
the bullseye within weeks of its release.

Maodern-day anti-hero Adrian Mole — no stranger to charts as it is — must be dead embarrassed
by all the attention being paid to his innermost thoughts, but Mosaic’s tape plus 1986 diary
Christmas package at £14.95 or £17.95 on disk could knock the Loxley fugitive off his arboreal
perch by the New Year.

Level 9's other chart creation is stil shining brightly, while Melbourne House’s tale of package
Boliday traumas s pulld in enough winter baokings o move up ¢ pes.

10 siuply  mates f swich o fo the rest Of this months o — it Chiiins ales
e Lkely 10 bring an encirly fesh look o the Jamussy lnc-up
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C: Commodore Dealers

The special offers and a wide range of Commodore
hardware and software are all available from the
Commodore Dealers listed below.

DGH Software, 10 North Street, Ashford, Kent.
Geerings of Ashford, High Street, Ashford.

Radio 88, 88 Longbridge Road, Barking, Essex.
Alphascan, Chester House, Windsor End, Beaconsfield.
Camden Computers, 462 Coventry Road, Small Heath,

Birmingham.
Deane Computers, Sea Road North, Bridport, Dorset
Empire Electro Centre, 783789 Leeds Road, Bradford.
Erticks of Bradford, Fotosonic House, Pawson Square,
radford.

Garmer, 71 Last Street, Brighton.
Gamer, 24 Gloucester Road, Brighton.
High Voltage, 5359 High Street, Croydon.
Metyclean, 60 George Street, Croydon.
Sarays, 43 Church Street, Croydon.
FBC Systems, 10 Castlefields, Main Centre, Derby.
Gordon Harwood, 69171 High Street, Derby.
Geerings of Ashford, 13 Bench Street, Dover, Kent.
P & L Cash Registers, Dunstable, Beds.
Adams World of Software, 190c Station Road,

Edgware, Middx
Micro Workshop, Station Approach, Epsom, Surrey.
Geerings of Ashford, 91 Preston Street, Fathersham, Kent.
Trionic Ltd., 144 Station Road, Harrow, Middx.
rings of Ashford, 104106 Mortimer Street, Herne Bay.
Tomorrow's World, 15 Paragon Street, Hull
Cavendish Commodore Centre, London Road, Leicester.
Dimension, 29/31 Silver Street, Leicester.
Sonic Foto, /a Rother Cameras Ltd., 256 Tottenham Court

toad, London.

Tasha Computers, 191 Kensington High Street, London W8,
Ramsons, 4 Edgware Road, London W2.
West End Video, 6 Marble Arch, London W1.
Micro Anvika, 224 Tottenham Court Road, London W1
Harp Electronics, 237 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.

Video Vision, 168 Kensington High Street, London W8.

Video World, 260 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.

Sarays, 223 Tottenham Court Road, London.

Sarays, 334 Edgware Road, London.

Sarays, 272 Edgware Road, London.

Gultronics, 200 Tottenham Court Road, London.

Gultronics, 15 Tottenham Court Road, London.

Logic Sales, 19 The Broadway, The Bourne, Southgat
London W14,

Chromasonic, 48 Junction Road, Archway, London N19.
Chromasonic, 238 Muswell Hill, Broadway, Muswell Hill,
London N10.

G & B Computers, 242 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.

G & B Computers, 230 Tottenham Court Road, London W1.

Metyclean, 137 The Strand, London.

Metyclean, 92 Victoria Street, London.

Adams World of Software, 779 High Road, North Finchley,
N

Hobbyte, Amdale Centre, Luton.

Kent Microcomputers, 57 Union Street, Maidstone, Kent.

Square Deal, 3731375 Footscray Road, New Eltham.

Intoto, 1 Heathcoat Street, Hockley, Nottingham.

Logic Sales, 6 Midgate, Peterborough.

Geerings of Ashford, 25 Queens Street, Ramsgal

Joe Micro (Rhyl Computer Centre), 20 Russell Roa
Rhyl, Clwyd.

MU Games, 245 High Street, Slough.

Hobbyte, 10 Market Place, St. Albans, Herts.

The Model Shop, 22 High Street, Stroud, Glos.

L & J Computers, 192 Honeypot Lane, Queensbury, Stanmore,
Middx.

Bucon Microstore, Swansea.
JKL Computers, 7 Windsor Street, Uxbridge, Middx.
Bell & Jones, 39 Queen's Square, West Bromwich.
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There have been quite a few of
those to contend with as well. With
Christmas coming the software houses
are bringing out their big launches of
1985 — bidding for the Yuletide mega-
spend when Mums, Dads, Grannies.
boyfriends, and girlfriends reach for
the folding stuff to purchase prezzies
of the software variety.

Mike ‘Hot Shots' Pattenden
journeyed to deepest Hertfordshire to
bring you an exclusive (It's that word
again — Ed.) preview of the Young
Ones game from Orpheus. He has also
discovered little people living in his
computer with the latest launch from
Activision. | can’t tell you what our
Mike christened the lttle fellow he met
in his review copy but despite the un-

ere they are as you've never seen them before — the G
Force looking meaner than ever. And well they might

because they have had some pretty late nights over the

last few weeks — hammering away at the latest major

releases.

speakable name he gave him he got
quite keen on him in the end. MIKE
WILL YOU PLEASE PUT THAT
GAME DOWN

G Force supremo, Chris Anderson,
gives the thumbs down, or should that
be fingers up, to Harvey Smith’s Show-
jumping, but goes wild about Fighting
Warrior — the latest large character
fighting game from Fist people
Melbourne House.

Eugene Lacey pulls rank and insists
(again) that Quake Minus | be made
December Screen Star. Our cuddly Ed
also gets in on the action with our ex-
clusive (It's that word again, and stop
calling me cuddly — Ed.) preview of
Geoff Capes’ Strong Man game. Geoff
Capes takes a sweet revenge for

Mike's gratuitous comments in fils Oc-
tober Hot Shots column

Jon Sutherland checks out another
two examples of the war games
nostalgia boom — in PSS's Batdle of Bri-
tain and Microprose/US Gold's Opera-
tions Into Europe

Last but not least Ken McMahon — a
G Force hardcase who is harder on naff
software than the Daily Mail on Derek
Hatton. This month Killer Ken looks at
Scarabaeus. Scarawhat! It's the new

reviews this month plus four red hot
previews. If you think you are good
enough to join the G Force, take a
look at the competition on the final
page of this month's free supplement
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‘Quake Minus 1 — could be Beyond's most successful game this Xmas.

Quake Minus 1
Commodore 64
Beyond

Price: £9.95/cass

But before you start telling all

Quake Minus 1 has been a long

of Midnight’ Singleton has really

pulled out the stops in whatis his Quake. OK Warren, we get the
first true arcade game since 3 message, you didnt just make
Deep Space (sorry 1o bring that the t

up Mike. Enough about the program-
Bottom left of screen shows the 3D working map of the Titan
Complex.

Crodit scroen — “Warren Foulkes didn't just make the tea”.

mers, what sbout the game manage to re-establish_com-
YT itsolf? munications with one of Titan's
Ser (AT The location is an underwater five conuol computers — the

ARERARGRURSQRL L) power station on the Atlantic sea Hermes. *
s ey s bed. A futuristic terrorist This is where you come into i
organisation called the Robot You must use the Hermes to
Uberation Front — sounds ke o kneck out the othr computers
ro aboutto — Zous, Poseidon, Vulcan and

sabullﬂs the Y complex. Ares.

Earth's only chance is provided It is a race against time as the
by a group of scientsts who Titan Complex craws its eneray
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creen Scene Screen Scene Screen Sceﬁe

from the Earth's core and, if

will blow, sending tidal waves
crashing over Europe and North
America

Knocking out the other com.

shock shields, plasma shields
and ordinary lasers.

the positions of the other com
puters shown

‘The bottom half of the screen
shows the controls, weapon

clock: pon  capabilities,
energy level, fuel lovel, and a 30
map of the complex with direc-

the playabilit. If you like to learn
ou go along, then Quake
allows you to ust pick up the joy.
stick and start to play: travelling,
blasting, and working it out as
You go.
This is the most fun way to get

before or something happens
You don't understand.

I have a feeling that this could

be Beyond's most successful

e this Xmas — even topping
the much-hyped Superman and
ws. Check it out — you won't

be disappointed. Quake Minus 1
is available on Beyond's new
Monolith label,

Eugene Lacey

Graphics % % % X
Sound
Toughness &k Kk k-
Staying Power X X Kk
Value

Top: Hermes finds the renegade Vulcan computer on the scrolling
screen map.

Middl: Hurtling down screen towards the Valcan.

Bottom: Screen shakes as Hermes sustains direct hits.

T e
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THE COMPUTE
OF THE DECADE

LESS THAN
HALF PRICE
COMMODORE

PLUS 4 COMPUTER
t look what this remarkable

eens package includes.
COMMODORE PLUS 4 COMPUTER

JOYSTICK T1341
List price £9.99

Easy-to-follow User
Manual, Software Guides
logue.
UPTO £1,000 NO DEPOSIT
INSTANT CREDIT
Tospendinstanty on a Debennams
to r‘r( eptan
ducing t
29.8% when :)nymeﬂ\ made by
t dir
List price £5.99 each.
Total value £59 .
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Imhotep Zoser

Zoser has appealed to Imhotep, % s .
Cnmmndnre 64/128 e fvourie G, 0 hlp hem o SCORE 000000 LIVES 04 LEUEL 02

out. (There never actually was a >
Ultimate pharoah called Zoser. Ultimate |
Price: £9.95/cass have obviously invented a f

titious one for fear of being curs
)

ed).
Oh my poor fingers! | can hardly  Let's start where | came in at
type. For the past four hours my level 2. You find yourself astride
hand has been welded to my what looks like a wild goose, but
joystick in an attempt to get past  is no doubt intended to be an an-
level 2 of Imhotep. cient mythological bird. Below
Egyptology seems to be and behind you scroll the
flavour of the month at Ultimate.  pyramids and plains of the Nile
Their latest big screen epic casts  valley a la Revenge of The Mu
youinthette roleof thegodm-  tant Camels, but not a
p. The poor old Egyptians dromedary in sight. Instead,

are starving again and Pharoah hordes of Egyptians, also on

« SCORE 000450 LIVES DO LEUEL 02 o Uttimate’s atest is an old-fashioned shoot ‘e up.
geese, bent on your destruction. _ Imhotep is one of the most dif- |
A bit silly really. A battle ensues ficult games I've ever played, at
in which you fire little eggs at least in terms of arcade skills.

each other, at this stage | fancied According to Ultimate it doesn't
my chances, but | hadn't reckon- gt any easier on the higher
ed with the Kamikaze squadrons.  levels, so if you're looking. for
If you miss these they head ~something that's hard to beat
straight for you with lightening  this could be it, but otherwise

speed — don'tstand a chance.  don’t expect anything like the
If you're good you can make quality of their previous releases.

your lives last about as many Ken McMahon

minutes, then you have to con-

tend with raining fireballs as vsunmz: **:

well. Ten thousand points takes Soun

you to level three, but the best | Toughness ok o & & K

managed was a frustrating snmum-r frinintel

9,800 Nabe

Codename Mat Il

a grid of 24 satelites. These
us te sure a

t be pros to

Commodore 64 Continued snergy supply for the ]
local kariium mines, karillium

Domark being ‘the bringer of life’ and

Price: £8.95/cass ol e benger

screen display is divided
The original Codename Mat was  horizontally. The top half is the
quite a big hit on the Spectrum  usual unscientific view of stars
last year. The follow-up takes which zoom toward you as you
the same idea a bit further. But accelerate. The bottom contains
notalot. various status_displays. It in

Mat has been provided with a  cludes a computer screen which
new ship the Centurion Il featur.  can be used for short and long:
ing several enhancements on range scans, a quadrant map,
model 1, and this time the battle the tracking of enemies during
against the Myons ranges around combat and the provision of

scoag oosozone “State-of-the-art Spectrum 1984
damage reports. pear in view it's a question of ,
Your time is divided between getting them in your sights

blasting Myons out of the before they do 100 much
heavens and then frantically try- damage. You have a choice of
ing to repair your ship and any fire-power. Get rid of the
damaged satellites before warp-  attackers and you can  then
ing off somewhere else to wipe quickly go about damage repair.

out some more Myons before  This game's fine ss far as it

they do any more damage goes. bt does seem oty bi
The biasting bit starts when old hat. It's state.of-tha-art

the lon ataus on'the deptey _ Spocteur 1984, Coas Andereon

panel goes red — a group of

Myons are closing in. Switching ks 4k

onyour battle computer, you can

See how far away each craft is  hx

and track  thom  individualy Sumumv *k

Once they're close enough to ap- *
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Harvey Smith's Show
Jumper

Commodore 64
Software Projects
Price: £7.95/cass

The once all-conquering Soft
e Projects haven't had too
many successes over the last
vear, and | fear they could be
unlucky again with this one. The
problem is the remarkable Sum.
which offers
astonishingly good equestrian
action and seven other events
besides.

Still, if you hadn't seen S.G.Il,
first impressions of Show
Jumper would be excellent. You
find yourself astride a very nicely
animated mount, pawing the
ground with impatience at the
start of the first of 12 courses.

nudge and this time the anima
tion changes very effectively in-

t0.a gallop at full stretch.

The view of the horse appears
in the main part of the screen
which acts s a scrolling window
on the action. Below is a map
the entire course which
automatically highlights which
fen Id jump

Allthat is involved in jumping a
fence is moving the horse down
the right ligh toward it and then
pressing the fire-button at the
appropriate moment, according
to whether the horse is galloping
or cantering (for fast times you
should gallop except when ap-
proaching double fences or when
a sudden change of direction is

ded). This is, unfortunately,
more basic, than the demanding
joystick contortions required in

- However, il sil take

a bit of practice to get
Gloar found svary time — and
once you can do that there's
always the challenge of getting
faster times.
ng ajump can result in
a refusal or even a spectacular
fall from the saddle. And if you
hit the wrong fence at any stage
You get eliminated

One very nice touch is a facil
ty 10 allow you to design your

thinks of | iles for the.

Game sound consists of a

pleasant rendition of Mozart's
famous horn concerto, an effec-
eat, various hooters

When you've been siminated a1
the second fencel

Vit had been released four
months earlier  this

would have been a winner. But
since then S.G.II has dramatical-
Iy upped the standards for sports
simulations, and poor old Harvey
Smith suffers by comparison.
Chris Anderson

onphics XA Ak
*hKkK
Toghes Kk *
Stavig Power
it

Goonies
Commodore 64
DatasnfllUS Gold
£9.95

Goonies is the game of the film.

The film was written by
Spielberg and the game by Span-
burg but that's where all

similaritios end. You probably
n't have seen the film yet so
vou'll have a job in following the

instructions which tell you to
relive the adventures of the
Goonies. Not that it would be

much help if you had seen the

Your objective s to find the
treasure hidden somewhere in
e pirate ship that will save the

family homes of the Goonies

hich are in danger
eresionita, The sl oo ging
are out to thwart your efforts
though.

What we have here is another
tyawn) platform game of which
there seem to be a number this
month. They just won't lay d
and die. This one takes the form
of a puzzle. So you work your
way around the various levels

and you must use both together
0 find your way on to the next
stage.

Levels include the house, the
pirate ship and the Copper Pot
Chamber and they get pro-

LIvES o
-+

g

maybe.

gressively tougner to solve as
You go along. The first screen s
©asy though and there are only
another seven to g

feeling seasoned arcade adven
turers won't be delayed overlong

The gameplay is fairly good
but sound and graphics are little
more than average. It's a nice
touch having to use two
characters together _though. |
suppose there are still many out

there who enjoy the challenge of
a platform game, but I'm not
one. This at least has more depth
than most, but it's hardly /m.
possible Mission.

Mike Pattenden

Graphics % X X
Sound % Xk

Toughness
Staying Power k Kk k
Value %k k %

= |
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An incredible search and
survival program in glorious
3D that will test your powers
of logic and strategic timing to
the full as you travel deeper
and deeper into the pharoah's
tomb.

A fo
from him since
"R fave begun my quest to find Scarabaeus, the fabulous emerald
jewel of the pharoah. It lies buried with the pharoah deep inside
his clammy tomb. Alone | enter the deadly portal only to be
bitten by a venomous spider! Now my very existence is in mortal
danger. | must find the fidden medicines to cure my deadly
wound before | am no more! My heart is weaker now and | may not live
long enough to search the exhausting and disorientating maze. If 1 do, |
may not have the strength to battle the patrolling zombies and capture
frenzied ghosts. Whilst in the maze, 1
must collect hieroglyphic codes which
enable me to locate the key to the
Pharoaf’s coffin, determine medicines
from poisons and collect zombie traps.
Even without my weakened condition, 1
must acquire these codes if 1 am to stay
alive! The thought of a new dawn seems
distant to me now as | begin my descent
into the dark horrors of the Pharoah's
tomb to find the mighty Scarabaeus!”

AN INCREDIBLE CHALLENGE
OUT NOW
ON DISK OR CASSETTE
FOR YOUR COMMODORE 64

|
k‘

HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS.
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Little C

BRI

Apparently there’s supposed to be something living in my 64. It's a load
of rubbish, of course, but Activision insist it's true and they've sent me
over some software to lure it out. They fell me it's a house. Ridiculous,
they've finally flipped. Feeling like David Attenborough, | sat down to

study the results.

Little Computer Peupla

Commodore 64

Activision

Price: £9.99/cass
£14.99]disk

don't quite know how.

Py
d what's more_he

got his own dog
His first reaction is to have a

The first thing he does is to sit
‘down at the joanna and rattle the
ivories. It's Bach — he's an in-
tellectual. I'd better send him a
book. It seems | can

0d, water, records and books

can make a lever extend to ruffle
his hair. He loves it. Another key
makes the phone ring and the

ot sure about this bloke. |
didn't ask for him. It's like having

actly fetch sticks o protect me
from burglars can he?

dos

. He's

challenging me to poker. How on

earth does he expect to do that.

Oh, he just fiips the cards on the

per screen display. F1 to bet
eh? Al right then sucker

e an hour later and he's

4 disite this ftle berk Gotal.
e g wnec Kve By
el putting
i o e v s

o on the telly. | bet he's &
o

I go and switch the

oo Mo, Patae o
disappear or get run over or
something, Please.

Idroam i ight ' a o man
I’ comguter. A hugs tice lesrs
ot e theough
oo Al Tet 0 s o
lamp-post appears and squashes
me. | wake up, sweating. It's
early but | make straight for the
computer and boot the disk up
sharpish
o' il there, Sitting calmly
reading the morning pap:
from the room Lo mndl

ie'll_have to 1
oo 4 Wl sy benb
adoption agency? Perhaps the
Salvation Army might take him.
Maybe | could volunteer him for
overseas service? | leave home
for work and he's back at the
piano tinkling away at something
ightr

gonel | ok e and reach

it loudly and washing his hands

you can be prosecuted for it? Is
there a Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Little

It may

ceps

0 his water dispenser,
glass in hand and going away
emoty handed and parched. He
Tooks glum,

e e o cup-
board for the nth time and it's
bare. He looks very hurt and not
a little queasy. I've tried to keep
away from the ghastly busiess,

rawn back to the
SN Sl ghoul.
Perhaps they'll reintroduce the

asking for mercy and I've
idea. I can't go through with it,
but seeing as

sonal secret:
phone, bash out my reviews —
that ind o thiog
5 Gecided then. We've come
o

withol
Wy notask Acaison s ey
give you one too?

Mike Pattenden

thoroughly.
I resolved to kil him after he
bestiod afcardw qain e st
s not getting any m
el il Apparently they
tum green and die. | wonder

Graphics X Xk
Sound X kK

Toughness NiA
Staying Power sk ok ok k Kk
Value X Xk k k.

down and tickle the
ivories.

THE CLOSET: Seems fo
be popular. LCPs.
frequently retire in

they get up to. Even
LCPs need privacy.

up with the alarm
clock.




THE TYPEWRITER: He's
@ whizz at the
keyboard. He has to
be, because although
he can speak, hi
urbles are
indecipherable. His

THE KITCHEN: The way
in LCP’s hear
"\reu h
eep him well fed (and
the dog) and top his
water dispenser u
regularly.

BATHROOM: Your pet

person spends a lot ol

time in here. Must

all that wmgr he

d fery hygienic
ith it. Ge! him to have

a shower. (Ha ha).

he gets petted. A lever
extends from the wall
1o pat him fondly

out 1o @ wood pile.

COMPUTER ROOM:

up. It's @ 64 of course.
Lucky owners may spot
his Commodore U
collection on the
bookshelf.
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Fighting Warrior
Commodore 64

Melbourne House
Price: £7.95/cass

Violence seems to be a way of

e at software houses. these
days.
Melbourne

already had a smash hit {gede)
with Exploding Fist and h

another biggy up their sioeves in
the shape of Rock and Wrestle. If

whacking a succession of living
creatures to death is your idea of

& relexing evaring, Fighiing War-
just the program

rlr could e
Younee

equivalents  t

Below — the winged dragon is difficult to kill — 20 direct hits are

required.

The Warrior sword can swing up,
dragon, a panther, an armoured
knight, and so on.

You have to despatch these in
a series of one-to-one combats.
At your disposal is a blunt sword
‘which you can use in three dif-

her movement options (all
joystick-controlled) are ducking,
jumping and walking left or right
— much less variety than in Fist.

The progress of a fight is
revealed by two energy gauges
at the bottom of the screen for
you and your opponent. Every

‘down, and jab.

registered hit causes these 1
fall m

at nent,
Vour case the loss of one of five
.

uld you survive a fight, a
magu: vase appears for you to

ed stage of the game,
dasert tocutions syentu
ing way to the inside of a temple.
It's up to you to learn which
Vases are worth swinging at.
Even though combat games

ACE.

Commodore 64
Cascade Games
Price: £10.95/cass

Mostofthe best fight simtors
are a compror betwer
cockpit realism and sntertaining,
playable action. ACE (Air Com.
bat_Emulator] seems to have
found the fght balance very
nicely indee

pms.ve nd fullofverity.
Perche the controls of
an diderifod hluh eformance

air, dog-fights, correct targeting
of ground forces, and avoiding
missiles and anti-aircraft fire.
Each of these is pretty involv
uelling

requires
behind a tanker plane at prcissly
its altitude and velocity. In dog.
ight Beve the opton ot us-
to-air missiles

‘make conatant lse of
special radar facility which

thrown off course by use of a
limited number of flare decoys.
trument panel very ef:
{ectivlytalls youai you need to
well as the radar
v i i P
and altitude gauges, a comy
roll and pitch indicators, a rear
view camera and weapons selec-
tor. There's also a score indicator
n example of the sensible
ey the progeam won't tks the
ccnsnmmso' reality
6 you sl i nfor-
] stop you be

y missiles find their target.
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{ are all the rage at present, this

characters look suitably sinister,
especially when they start
whacking each other over the
head, the graphics are blocky
and lack the smoothness of the
nimatio ist
backgrounds arent particularly
special eit
More importantly, | found the
combat itself became
uninteresting very quickly. There
aren't enough choices to allow
u to develop detailed tactics.
Although the different creatures
don't all behave the same, most ~ |*
fights, especially against the
cpntiee and s winged
of simple
brnless bloodlating, with the
winner normally being the side
which starts the fight with more

energy.
1f you're still thirsty for blood,
maybe you should wait for Rock The Headmaster gets angry — Adrian and Pandora wouldn't let their teachers talk to them like this.
and Wrostle which, unlike this, is
from the programmers of Fist. Skool Daze
Chris Anderson
Graphics Sk kK Microsphere
Sound K k- icer
Tikhaes SN Price: £8.95/cass
{ Himbee X5X Spectrum owners raved about
| Year. Now you can join n the fun

ey | P'The action takas place in a

ing shot down or running out of

2 9 are handed out Inke they were go-
ing out of fashior

"Skou Dace s  sor of lovls

ne of the piogiams main Bl Ko ie 1o oy out of o, - ADOV — stay out of the aym — no palats thers.

speech, which s used by your
on ol oriotn o ey e
like “"Missile warning"”

altitude" Althoughihe spech s

o hanging on the walls all over up from ime to tme in tha cor. can result in oven more lnes. It
the school. It is not always easy ~ ridors and threatens to “‘cane the  would never happen in Grange
1o reach the shields and you may whole lot of you if you dont Hill — that's all | can say.

alttude” Athough thespeochis | | 105"t knoek down a pupior Keep auiet Mr Whacker staks Eugens Lacey

oy cruder 1t pdoce. sound | ] Loacharto stand on t Gwe you_ the corridor with i cane in is g

Tadiospeak, tharoby adding con. | | the ext resch. hand. feady 1o purish. anyons e XA K

iderably 10 the amosphere. And Dilrin e gafe i theckund: who spscinot e, Toghnass X AKX

Sdaratiyso hesanodphare: An mauer's foom ded 638 You ox. I8 ot us STt teschersthat *x
oy o > 6a points. It's not easy though you have to watch out for. The | SUYig Power 3ok

speech gives you important in- Value % %k Kk K

— you will need to crack the bully is always ready 1o sock you

formation.
Until now Cascade Games

have made their money sending
out mail order tapes stuffed with
vast numbers of pretty lousy pro-
grams. This is an impressive en-

This stem looking taschar i not M Whacker from Skaol Daze
come to
tis. o lnc( the proud programmer — David Reidy
s he prefers to be called — thinks that one of
tho hes( ot of Skuol Datela thet you can alter the names of el
the game, giving

do get awatch into the bargain.
Chris Anderson

oy
o o vk danboni e coplew of Skout Daze1o e GFocp
These will be given to the readers who send us the funniest nick:
manman of sohel seachers, You must 1o us how the narms came
about.
Don'’t worry about getting into trouble with your teacher as we.
t. (Psst. | hear from a
reliable source that it's a signed photo of Keith Joseph.)
Entries should be sent to Teachers’ Nicknames, Commodore
User, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU.

Graphics % X X
Sound Kk Kk
Toughness &k k k k-
Staying Power kK kk k.
Valve_k
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Screen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene

blusprints Dan has to locats
| Dynamite Dan cigh stcks of dynamite idden
| Commodore 64 all over Biitzen's rambling ciif-
I e 10p hideaway. The explosives
Mirrorsoft Gan be used to blast the safe so
Price: £7.95/cass wecapamii tocar baloon:

| It's Dynamite Dan to the rescue  Dan are likely to be yawns of
| as the evil Doctor Biitzen “Oh no, not another platform
| threatens the world_with his game"". It would be a pity to
Super Psychon Mega-Ray. Danis  dismiss it for this reason alone as

of this it is an excellent implementation

platform-style arcade adventure. of an admittedly hackneyed

The plans for the Mega-Ray  theme

have been sealed inasafeby the  Lots of nasties inhabit the
Doc's glamorous assistant — the  rooms  requiring really precise
inscrutable Donna. To get at the  leaps and planning. Mapping is

also essential if you are to avoid  left, right, jumper — utilising only
getting lost. There are lfts and  three of the keys. It would have
moving platforms to ride on, pro-  been nice to have some other ac-
viding a welcome rest from the tions — say a gun, or a couple of
hazards of exploring on oot Bond-style gadgets at the ready.
What sets this game apart But this is not to detract from
from the dozens of other games  what is a nice, simple and in
are the excellence of the credibly addictive game. I'm not
graphics and animation. The col-  ashamed to say that this plat-
ours are razor sharp and the form game kept me glued to the
movement of objects s flawless. ~ screen for an entire weekend.

Il ‘Another ise toush is that sach o oy
| time you play the sticks of
I dvnamite, Tood, and other ob Grahis KKK
i Jocts v et 1o soot e o Sound
I iftoent positions Toughmss Xk kK
Gne of the dsappointments of | St *
10 gome 1 ot S 8 ok

matching Micropack complete with

viewdata terminal You can access

-wiax, download telesoftware

anking You can even

Plug the ROM cartrdge into your CBM 64

46 COMMODORE USER

) TANDATA

Tandata's complete communications
package for the Commodore 64 includes a

software, cable and insiruction manual
nshort, everything you needto
turn your 64 into an instant powerful

Prestel including Micronet 800 and

programmes - many of them free o
charge. shop by post and canry out

and receive messages and telexes
And Tandatas special Chrstmas

promotion of only £99 (plus VAT &

Carrage) saves you £42 of the usual prie!

~ INSTANT AUTO-DIAL

conect 1 the Tm 10 modem, and youtereacytogo.
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Magic

Commodore 64
Macmillan Software
Price: £8.95/cass

atall

| was a magician | would make

the title. The respected ma

fans’ group — the Magic Circle v
—~ ought to be ashamed to be
associated with it journey.

“The box blurb claims you can:
““Use your computer to rehearse
arange of great tricks"". In actual

of the sums for the ‘puzzles’ on a
separate piece of paper.

What have these puzzles got
to do with magic;

ask, for only three of the eight
“ricks’ can relly ba called magic

Gt e wiek b recsonetly
00d, but you really don't need a
Sompuis and slace of witware

you go on holiday, or a long train

One of the challenges on the
tape is a logic puzzle in which
you have 0 get a farmer, his
fact, all the software does is tum  chicken, b

chicken eating the com, or fox
eating the chicken. No — | don't
hat a farmer wants with

Mogtcars: Tin. Vo wepiion

how the trick works, Tips tells with the software in any way

Yo to present it, and as you might expect. You will be P

Rehearse is (surprise, surprise) a  able to lean a few tricks from it o]
Toughness X

rehearsal of all the stages.

The problem with each trick s
that when you have chosen one  least.
you are stuck with it

Well you might

with Magie. The price, peckag
9. and Magic Circle endorse-
ment led me to sxpect  lot

another you have to reload the
a

A 36-page booklet is also in

a fox either. © box. This teaches you more
Each trick has a menu for you another 18 tricks with words Eugene Lacey
o choose: Rehearse, Magic, or and pictures. The trouble with

but as a book on magic it must be
considered a bit thin to say the

Overall

n
To get was _disappointed

COMMUNICATIONS

YOUR64. I

Autodial up to 8 telephone numbers with a single key.
stroke - the modem will automatically log-on o Prestel,
oute-dl fthe umber s unobtainable Thentemal

loud speake, LED's and screen messages monitor call
rogr s of the bulin V23 (120075 bpéy smar
modem

COMPLETE SOFTWARE
FEATURES

e software, instantly avalable when you
switch on the cartrdge, covers virtuall al
ommunications requirements. Fullcolour Prestel, or
conventionsl croling terminal with s ownedtorfor
g oftdne messagepreparatin,Pages and dat can
bestored to disk o v o
Pgpins can e s s sing the telesoftware
downloader.
1 ideal for Prestel, Micronet 800, Viewlax 258,
private viewdata systems, Easylink, Telecom Gold and
many Bulletin Boards

pa
o 4 8 gt ACCESARA
ber

FULL SUPPORT I

Atelephone Help Dk gves youfullsupport, | Expry e
andan G o o s
phe |

futherdetals on your
order your sample Tandata communications
ua(kahs of mocdbm and seftware and al ads fo your
&4 0rtofind out more, simple complete the coupon. Name.

I

|

|

|

|

|

|

| |
Tan atal '
| |
Tandata Marketing Limited | |
Albert Road North, MALVERN, Worcs. WR14 2TL I
|

i

L
Telephone: 06845 68421 Telex 337617 Tandat G,
Preste!*799# Telecom Gold 81

Tandata. Mavke\mg mied,
‘Albert Roat

Mt Wores WA14 21

ek tgton

TANOOI I?’?‘?J‘H‘“L o b
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’review Preview Preview Preview Preview |

il Geoff Capes recently demonstrated his game on the
new TV programme Splash.

| Two G Force members were there to tackle him

| afterwards to quiz him on his comments to the viewers
that the game “is very realistic and playable”’.

To win one of ten free copies we have to give away write in and tell us the names of
the other three famous sporting personalities featured on Splash the same day as Geoff.

(apes

Geoff easily shakes him off with a reach
for, er, his knee caps. But Hot Shot Mike
Pattenden s still hanging on.

Two investigative reporters get their
heads knocked together by one
celebrity who ain’t standing for no
press

48 COMMODORE USER




v_ Preview Preview Preview Preview Preview

Of the dozens of games now

is more directly to do with that
which Mr Capes is famous for
games.

of
and prssng th fir buton you
slowly mak
"Th quicker you boliow the s&
quence the more energy Geoff
s i b imbs and the quicker
he will
i pevnaoF optee)
available for use_dey on
your performance in the energy
e the beginning ohhg game.
a good old joystick
ferker — .1 ey Thommpaonts
Decathl

The amount of energy you
arn at this stage — indicated by
a bar chart at the botom of the
screen — governs

energy you can allocate to el
various ‘muscles in each o
events,

The shots that you see
in this preview were taken off an
Amstrad as the Commodore ver-
sion was not quite finished when

e magazine went 10 press.

Look out for a full G-Force
review of pes’ game in
next month’s issue.

Put the hammer down o ring that bell.

Roll out the barrel and onto the truck.
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Dynamic graphics
different opponent

possible-over.
arm twist, elbow drop and turnbuckle fly.
Rock'n Wrestle-the challenge begins here!
Available for Spectrum £8.95, C64 and Ametrad £9.95.

M Eusoumns HOUSE

Melbourne House 1Fub||sners) Ltd., Castle Yard House, Castle Yard, Richmond, TW10 6TF.
Trade enquiries call 01- 940 6064
Available from selected branches of (), WHSMITH LASKYS, ;
Spectrum Shops, and all good software dealers




creen Scene Screen Scene Screen Scene Sc

teleport himself and hurl freballs | | grid or key whichis used on level
and numerous other things. two. The hieroglyphics are ob-
There are forty screens to | | teined by capturing the ghost
work your way through, but if | | which wanders the maze — nota
ihat's o enoush then vou can | | difcult task sinco puling the
construct your own. Either star- | | joystick back provides a map
ing with a clear screen or b wing exactly where e &
altering one of the existing ones | | This shouldn't take more than a
you cen build walls, hang ropes, | | couple of minutes and you can
position treasure, keys and | | then take the lft to level two.
animated monsters, ' define Now things get complicated.
Wilfred's starting position and | | This maze is dotted with niches
e number of spells he has. | | inwhichyou will find potions and
Ariola hardly mention this facility | | zombie traps. You must select
on the packaging which is sur- | | the eight good potions (spider
prising considering it's probably | | bite antidote) which are
e game's only outstanding | | icated by apanel matching vour
feature hieroglyphic  key. ING!
There are actually a couple of Selecting the wrong DO“O" can
other things worthy of a men- | | seriously damage your health, as
5 tion. As well as six different | | can being caught by the spiders
Wizard notable characteristics which set levels, Wizard also has ten dif- which guard the niches.
it apart. The game itself is typical ferent speds. So if things are a Nearly therel Now all you have
Commodore BA[128 51500 Vou control e s vou son s o ooy | | 10" ts open ome-of . sghe
Ariolasoft Wifted Wizard — up and down There is also a 10p ten 1ol of [ | doors o the Pharoahs tomb on
4 ropes, 45 degree walls, ladders honour which automatically | | level three. This is done by mov-
Price: £9.95/cass stc. Wit les o colsct bare saves o i ing hieroglyphs on the centre col-
£12.95/disk D’gﬂ‘ﬂ pearls, chalices etc. fror Just to a ote. umns so they match the outside
bscure’ parts of the screen. Each screan \aads sepavale\y, ones, rather fike one of those fit-
Ghosts, onstors zombios otc. which is fne i you're using 8 | |t piastc word puzes. Before
A platiorm game is a platform try 1o thwart . S0 for 50 ek arve bet coutd e sedaus | | vou o o, g, there
game is a platform game. Wizard  predictable. for cassette users. Some more medicine o find and,
is a platform game. Nothing ~ When you get fed up with one Ken McMahon of course, you have to watch out
wiong with that. Evry now and._scraen, by collecting o key and for the zombies.
then another one turns up that is taking it to the keyhole you can As a game in its own right
s0 good it puts all the others in move on to the next. The keys Graphics % * Seomtoous raen praty wzll
the shade. Monty on the Aun for also give Wilfred the power to Sound Sk k X The graphics are good — | wi
example. cast spells. He can become in- Toughness X % % particularly \mpmised with \he
Wizard isn't quite in the Monty visible (which tends to hinder L Power XX X ‘scrollerama’ maze. However,
mould, but it does have a few you, rather than anyone else), Valve kKK comparisons are b o be !
made with Ultimate’s Entombed,
which for my maney is by far the
better game, at least in terms of
Scarabaeus . graphics. Perhaps Scarabaeus |
Being something of a materialist  ten by a venomous spider, For- Wil appeal to the more cerebral
Commodore 41128 0 o\ oing o go wihout m  tonately. destn s nox et aa  96MeS enthusiat
Ariolasoft the afterworld, he's had it buried  this would make the game pretty Ken McMahon
with him. You, being more con-  shortived.
Price: £9.95/cass cerned with riches in this world,  Scarabaeus is basically a 3D
£12.95/disk are out 0 10b him of . Thi task,  maze on throe levels, but there s s XA A K
however, is not without it much more to it than simply fin-
dangers. ding your way around. On level 'ﬂu|l|nlu ***
Scarabaeus is the fabulous  The first mortal threat hits you  one you must accumulate nine oy
‘ emerald jewel of the Pharaoh. pretty early on when you are bit-  hieroglyphics which form a 3x 3 it
> Ithe ghost s proving elusive tho map reveals his whereabouts
D—Cl D ogooooao
D o000
00 o
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YING FOR FUN
' LEARNING FOR LIFE

pheniests {

be captivated by the stunning graphics, the familiar and delightful characters

A trul i
quality for which s orginators are renowned.




Screen Scene _Screen Scene Screen Scene

Zyto

Commodore 64
Rabbit

Price: £3.99/cass

Justlike a Christmas pud, all the
redients are in there
somewhero. What Rabbit
(Virgin's new ‘better than yer
cheapie’

tion, which is really rather good

and doesn't betray its “half price’
at all

Mean, death-dealing brute that

tion of buggy and roving rocket)
down through the six levels of a

subterranean fortress tillyou

omnipotent, oppressive empire
tere you get to cut loose with
¢ laser, pulverising their

the pattered control panels in a

ich in turn cuts off the

electricity supply. Beware, the
nces can be turned back on
flying!  Collisions,

defender craft, make the rocket
progressively more. difficult to
handie.

prior to the final shoot-uj

There's quite a lot to this
jame. Your power packs need
refreshing and you can't leave

the buggy unprotected for too

long. Shooting, flying skills, code
breaking and just a dab of
humour add to the feeling that
there’s four quid well spent here.

Laurie Sampson

Doriath
Commodore 64
Rabbit

Price: £3.99/cass

Split fairly and squarely between
adventure and arcade, this game
is sufficiently well presented to
mon up that mood of
Dungeons and Dragans.

companiment, with no skimping
onpictorial  features sither

ting geysers, corrosive dropiets
and showers of sparks.

950%_ serLi:sLenaTa

¥ss, ‘zzu

A good helping of entertain.
ment for those itching to get lost
in a labyrinth

Laurie Sampson

You start off in hall number
two, with a full complement of
energy, one spell and a hazy no
tion that someone, somewhere

Graphics X Xk
is guarding a coronet. Spells can Sound X Xk
be hurled with great effect to
vapourise various sentries
However, like Sorcery, you need

Toughness
Staying Power
Value.

Space Hunter
Commodore 64
Mastertronic
Price: £1.99/cass

Al the food has run out back on
Earth and the folks are getting
hungry. So_they

enough Big (no_ pickle,
large fries) 10 feed the whole

planet. Such culinarydelights,
referred to in 1

| was beginning to get a little
bored when, whammo! — | was
beset by marauding alien ships in
which their hordes. The aliens put paid
dar and tracking to
computer tell you where the food

it mildly, was a stroke of genius.

K the attackers off
Once they get behind you, you're
done for.

For two pounds, Earth money,
Space Hunter must be one of the.
best quality low-priced games in
the galaxy.

porter’s guards will do their best

Ken McMahon

to bump into you and deplete

Your energy reserves. Graphics % % X
Your shopping spree com XX

pleted, it’s time to head back to foughness

the ship and go in search of Staying Power % X X

another transporter. At this point Value %k % % X
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Preview Preview P

t took a couple of series before
most people latched on to the
crazed lives of The Young Ones. On
they had, mnd, everyone was e
round behaung ke Rk, caling each
other ‘complete and utter” wums and
moaning about‘heav ym

T e shortly BRArwards Gt two
devatees decided to write 3 computer
game around the programme
Rheraraliand Pauticauman oved very
minute of the series and coincidentally
Paul st happened to be the Managng
Director of Orpheus and John the
programmer of the company's faerie
it Elion.

Funny haha

It was o daunting prospect | admi”,
erplans e gleganty quifed Job
Marshall, “"Humour can't
programmed in 4 x4 blocks”. It e
made harder by the fact that they had
to educate the Young Ones about
computers. “They thought an arcade
game was something you put ten
pence in whist you were in the pub”,
says Paul.

Not that the game is a simple arcade
job involving Rik leaping around
platforms picking up keys. God forbid |
should ever have to review another of
those. Anyone who saw the demo at
the PCW Show will have a vague idea
but for those of you who didn (most,
of you | expect) it's an arcade-cum:

54 COMMODORE USER

Somebody had to do
it, somebody had to
try and turn a cult
sitcom loony TV
program into a com-
puter game. Are
Orpheus mad in
attempting to convert
the humour of the
Vnung Ones into
pixels? Mike ‘the cool
person’ Pattenden
headed off to a con-
verted smithy in the
rural centre of Hatley
St George in the
middle of nowhere to
see if it could be done.

adventure sort of thing along those
lines. Know what | mean?

Think of a cross between Spy vs Spy
and everything you've heard about
Activision's Computer Person game,
then forget | ever mentioned them.
“Actually | think David Crane could
have gone further with that game,
john takes up my point. “We've got
four characters doing what his_pet
person does.” It should be four times
better then, on that basis, but | doubt if
it could be that good.

The plot

Basically you choose to be one of the
four characters in the series and the
computer controls the rest. You have
task to do, but you are not Lo what
ies, though you are gen it

o depicte the ground and
fint floor of the house. Doors lead o

Marshall and Kaufman.
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HEIL
BOTTOM ON

nolné

IN YOUR RO

WNHAT“S Tﬂﬁgnslﬁl\’ DRESS

HRUEJOU BEEN WIPING YOUR

COMMODORE USER 7

halls and stairs and to other rooms,
but this is not an exercise in mapping
abilty. The top of the screen tells you

These are
joystick and
performed _automaticaly. Taking is
keyed in and appears in the form of
speech bubbles

“We tried to take the stock
characteristics of The Young Ones as
people and transfer them to the game.

Above all else 5 verked e st o
the series retain nd |
chink you'l find we'vé done that.” How
do all four characters interact, though,
| asked, bemused.

P’ll be your puppet

The key to it all is a  systam coled the
Puppetmaster, a sort of personality
spee

I

merke thet ‘contrde the
memory and actions of
charecters, It works on . scone
system that is never displayed.

OO0H MAN

WHAT A AERS BUMMER

Nei, complaining as usual.

Characters wil do things that score
heaviy for them, each has a different
criteria for scoring. Thus Vyvian has a
low boredom threshold; he tires easily
of things. He picks them u
discards them quickly.
hen the system was originally

created it was too anarchic. The
characters would go around smashing
everything up and then stand there
looking  bemused”’, laughs  John. |
suspect he would have been happy to
leave it that way. Be warned though
it's stil possble to antagonise the
others so much that they stop you
from completing the game

All the characters have a_stock
reaction, Wv will head-butt, Rik wil
stick twa fingers up, but the way such
an action is received depends on to
whom s done. This is the personaity
module’s memary in action. So if you
stick two fingers up at Vv he may well
g0 and smash your room u

All the ingredients are there right
down to the hamster (who
regularly ends up in the toaster] now all
that remains is to see if all works as
well together as it sounds in theory.
Guite a lot in other words, but | can tel
you that it's looking good. | was
certainly amused to go into a room and
find that Nei's guitar amp was buried
ina hole in the fioor while he'd [1'd] been
out.

jou want to know for sure

though, you'll just have to wait
until we review the final version,
won’t you, nazi!
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SPECTRUM
AMSTRAD
MSX
COMMODORE

£7.95

send m
| o opies o THEYOUNG ONES @ £7.95
P&P FREE (UK only); £2.00 P&P overseas.

|

Orpheus Ltd., The Smuny Unit 1, Church Farm, | Nome: I
Hatley St. George, Nr. Sandy, Beds. SG19 3HP e —— = e o |
|

|

|

Tel. Gamlingay 10757) 51481/91 Telex 817117 ETHGEN G

Orphous 11d

.end together with your order form fo
| Srrestfhe zmm un..v Church Farm,
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Battle of Britain
Commodore 64
PSS

Price: £9.95/cass

o o T s el

London takes a pounding from the Luftwaffe in one of the arcade screens.

the arcade option. Unit move-  seems slightly unnecessary
keys could have been used to ob-
tain the same results, aithough
10 be fair some of the action s so
fast that a j

oual s o o
absorbing_game

balance between

strategy gaming. Recom
mended.

Jon Sutherland

Graphics X A Ak
Sound ****

Toughness % X
Lo, Fikx
e Kok ok ok

requirement of using a joystick
Main map shows RAF airfields and German raiders coming in over the
Channel o the east of the isio of Wight.

el Luttwafe suatogy of the _from rine siede taking oo MIDDLE MALLOP
{ime but this doss not docresse  considoration. suc ors as.

replayability because the

s vory well o the

action: bat and the game

nce loaded, you are offered  comes ac SQUADRON AIRCRAFY WUMBER PRESENT

sevral opons: 3 raiing gamo  one, i unts ingconcta. | Reple 14 SN A LA 3 STRYGE
9 g

{vcommendsd even i yousre s skflds aking damace =

from bombing runs so as to make .

e e it 1 e St 89 SPITFIRE

rons at them, - - -

b del s o o7 HURRICANE

S s AIRFIELD STATUS- OPERATIONAL

wheosver 8 et
ofthe Bate o Biain, All ese Bt sqvechon imercopts. o 213 HURRICANE
Ohv he player the cholcs of in.  Luftwatfe probe,or wha o ir
cluding arcade action or not, and  field comes unﬂer unack In the RUNMAY- CLEAR

ferant spoads fist case, the acion s thiough a %
at wmch to play the Campaign  simple mgm cnmbn simulator MEATHER- FINE
G

objective is to bea
S e Lurewert atiscks i

the minimum of loss (of coursel). g

To do this, the player must  The gar Airfild information screen shows that 15 Spitfires have been
launch and' direct squadrons  joystick, both with and without at Middle Wallop.




Since the dawn of the
computer age the prices of
home computers have been
steadily falling.

But, remarkably, the price
of a genuine, full-blooded disk
drive has remained almost
constant

Constantly expensive.

You'll be lucky to pick up a
decent one for less than £200
in the shops.

Now, however, you can
have one delivered to your
doorstep for only £119.95 (in-
cluding VAT and postage and
packing).

The new Triton Quick Disk
from Radofin.

Its specifications are every bit the equal
of a £200 disk drive, as a glance at our card
above will confirm.

Quick Disk uses the very latest tech-
nology to store up to 100K on high quality
Hitachi Maxell double-sided 2.8" disks.

Its disk operating system (DOS) uses
standard commands so itis truly easy to use,
as any computer novice will be glad to hear.

While the price will be
compatible with most wallets,
thereisaTriton Quick Disk com-
patible with most computers
—Commodore 64, Spectrum
(16K, 48K and Spectrum plus),
Aquarius, Dragon 64 and all
MSX Systems.

And, naturally, included is
an interface box plus all con-
necting cablesandinstructions.

In short, what we deliver
is a complete, genuine disk
drive. Not a tape or wafer in
sight. All for only £119.95,

And when it comes to
speed of loading, the Triton
Quick Disk more than lives up
toits name.

ASACOMMOD
APPRECIATE THE

FROM 0 TO READY IN 7 SECONDS.
To put the Triton Quick Drive through its §
paces we used an ordinary computer game
—Jet SetWilly. i
From tape it took 170 seconds to load. §f
When loaded from the Triton Quick Disk
ittook a mere seven seconds. That is 163
seconds less than the tape and certainly as
quick as most disk drives on the market.

AS A WALLET
APPRECIATE
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SPECIFICATIONS.

TRITON
QUICK DISK
v.f.mw
o
File Load Rate: \

impressed by the Quick Disk.
Not only is it very quick, and
both smaller and neater than
other drives, but its easier to
use as well...the Quick Drive
performed faultlessly.

Its easy to use and at
around £120 is probably the
best buy for the first time user”

High praiseindeedforany
disk drive.

For one costing £80 less
than any comparable piece of
equipment it's exceptional.

Min 2 sec-MaxBsec

Proof indeed that the Triton has all the
capabilities of its more expensive rivals.
AS TEST DRIVEN BY THE EXPERTS.

New it may be, but the Triton Quick Disk
is already receiving rave reviews in the com-
puter press. For example, in a recent Home
Computing Weekly article it picked up their
much coveted “Flipped”award.

As their journalist said “..

| am very

Memory. 100Kk Bytes |
| Formatied 20 Sectors
Side 25k Bytes/Sector |

HOW TO BUY YOUR TRITON
QUICK DISK.

As yet you won' find the
Triton Disk Drive in any shop.
You can only lay your hands
on one by filing in the coupon below.

Send it, along with a cheque or P/O for
£119.95 to, Radofin Electronics (UK) Ltd,
Hyde House, The Hyde, London NW9 6LG
(Postage free in the UK. Add additional post-
age for outside the UK))

In the unlikely event of you being in
any way dissatisfied, simply return the disk
drive and we'll happily return your money.

TRITON
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Crusade in Europe
Commodore 64
Microprose/US Gold
Price: £19.95/cass
and disk
Crusade in Europe is the
prodecessor to Decision in the
Desert, part of
Command  Series
games. It allows the player to
replay the “climactic campaign of
Wil — the battle for France
and the Low Countries in 1
Crusade in Europe suffers from
al of the same problems as Dec
slon in the Desart; ovory com
plex and confusing to the playe
G

The complexity s also

parent in Microprose's approsch
to combating piracy of their
games. To begin play after
Ioading the game each time, you
are asked for a password. The
passwords are printed in the
54-page rules booklet, not all in
one place but ‘cleverly scattered
throughout the text. When ask

ed, the player has to fiip through

booklet anyway.
The game offers several dif
ferent scenarios which

the keyboard, mutually agreed

by the players, who give orders
10 their units through the stan-
dard method of placing a cursor
over the unit and then selecting
from alist of opti

Allthe time the players are giv-
ing instructions, the units are
carrying out their orders, engag-
ing in combat and taking losses.
This means that if you are play.
ing against the computer you are
continually in action, rather than

waiting_for the opponent to
move. The speed of
celerated real time' can be
altered, but even at the Slow s

ting, there is a lot going on on the
screen at any one time.
The graphics are average and

| A ha i

The scrolling map of Europe is the main playboard of The Game.
A cursor enables you to pick up and move troops, supplies, and

artillery.

the use of flashing icons to give
status reports is wasted because
give enough

rusade was a difficult subject
t0 tackle — perhaps too difficult
| found myself lapsing into a

their_upcoming turn
Because of this, the game suf-

fers. The one thing it does offer
is a wealth of historical accuracy

replayability, - then

this is the game for you.
Jon Sutherland

*k

*%

Kk Kk

*%

*

Graphics.
Sound
Toughness
Staying Power
Value

Crazy Comets
Commodore 64
Martech

Price: £7.95/cass

Crazy Comets is a throwback to
the ‘good old days' . - . back ¢
the time when you could un

rap, say, a Llamasoft tape and
relax with a barefaced shoot-up
without any thoughts of tackling
the likes of it

say that this game from
Martech relies on a simple con-
cept is a bit of an understate-

ment; really there’s next to
nothing in it. It even loads in less
time than it takes to flex your

trigger finger. But if you accept it

what it is an arcade conver.
sion of, and are not averse to the
joystick becoming  welded to
your right hand, then enjoyment
is just a few inches of ferric oxide
way

The endless task in front of
You is the annihilation of berserk
galactic matter

they wreak havoc throughout
the universo. Right at the start of

ERITVER BV SIEON AICOL
© COPYRIBHT MARTECH 1986

azy Comets — a super

fast shoot '

‘em up that owes more

freAgreiaily ‘popular arcade Mad Planets.

each round cosmic dust starts to
spiral and swirl around your
wedge-shaped destroyer. Mult-
colour orbs sweep in, growing in
size the longer your photon bolts.
take to reach their target. Need

say that collisions at this stage

liminate
everything before they become
supemova. | suppose there are

iimitless rounds each basically
identical
The soundtrack is only a sniff
away from being fantastically
good; it really matches the action
and if Simon Nicol is responsible
for the music as well as the
then Martech should corner him
right now. Simon Farrell
orics Kk Ak
Somd
T AAR
Staying vmr Kok kk
*kk
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RAMBO

Here as promised is the update
on Rambo with the first ever
screen shot of the game. The
shot you're looking at shows
Rambo running amok in the

The bottom of the screen shows
your weapon status, energy
and score.

The version we saw was only
half complete but it was already
shaping up to be hot stuff. Com-

out for a possible head-to-head
clash in January. The playing
music is, incidentally, brilliant
Stay tuned.

Rambo at the temple, note the
chine-gun standing by the wal. Grab
it to deal double death.

ENIGMA
FORCE

Enigma Force is the sequel
to Beyond’s enormously
successful and innovative
icon-driven adventure
game — Shadowfire.

If you ever played Shadowfire for
any length of time, ma
managed to caplure e el Gangral
Zoff. Well I've got news for you. It
seems that the evil so and so escaped
and is up 1o no good again in this
sequel
You thought the Enigma Force were
L:m too smart to let Zoff out of their
ands but the fact s he escaped and
somebody has fo do something about
.

Since the launch of Shadowfire icons
have been established as the latest
trendy thing in computer games. If
your game ain’t gof icons if just ain't
cool. Enigma Force, needless to say,

hos them by the dozens, st as
Shadowfire

ame tself is set on the
homeworld of Sylk — @ member of the
Enigma team. Al the team a

Maul he transporter, the beayiful and
devious Sevrina, warriors Syl
Zark plus your

Toff ho deitoyad the: Enlgmacrali
buti il manages o getthis message
1o you location is an under-
ground (omp\ex beneath the capital
city. Sylk's people, the insectoids, are

are due off planet af indeterminafe
8

The ‘computer also recommends a
course of action. You must turn the in-

sectoids into your allies, find the one
0od space craft on the planet, and
oprebend General Zoft in he name
fihe Emperor.
Looks ke being another certain hit
for Beyond. Watch out for @ G-Force
extra special review next month

(COMMODORE USER 63
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DENTON DESIGNS STUNNING
SEQUEL. TO SHADOWFIRE.

R CRMb4/128

ATARI 200/300/x0
SPECTRUM 43/ALU9
AMSTRAD 44t{bst N

‘\u pERMAN

THE
COMPUTER GAME
QUPERMAN vs. DARKGEID

ANMATED CHARACTER
PITCHED ABAINS T
DARKSEIDS FERILS.

i
advertisements and fhe e
Newsleter Colletoll five, il ther

SAEfo he address
below. We'll mail you the: exclusive
Five Boys poster ond. voucher which
entiles youto 50% o the pice of
a B d or Monelith game
bought hroughoyr FAST mail

3. oxctment

YOND 3rd Floor,
ingdlon Rood, LONDON ECIR 3AD.

P&P. Chegues/POs payable fo
01837 2899.

Lector Cou, 151 Fa
Price of all gomes £9.95 ac
BEYOND. Cred cords call




Still slugging away at the
| | 1o of the chart is Frank

Bruno’s Boxing from Elite
The heavyweight has

charts for two months

| now — beating off the
challenge from the other

athletes in Summer

Games I

\ Straight in at_number

Screen Stars dominating
the 64 top twenty.
Other new entries this

12. Also making their first
chart showings are Sabre
| Walr— the Utimate Spec

bourne’s slap-stick adven
| ture about a Spanish hoii
day that goes disastrously
wrong
Just as interesting as
) the new games in the
chart are the biggies yet to
show. Amongst them
watch out for Winter
Games, Little Computer
Peaple. Rock and Wrestle,
| quake Minus 1. and
Superman
Charts compiled for
|| commodore User by
| GALLUP. The UK's num
ber one games chart

. General Chart

Way of the Exploding Fist

Melbourne House.
Frank Bruno's Boxing Eite
N O —
[ﬁ‘ Fairlight The Edge

S N r—y
MO N vow cames Virgin

NEW | Hacker Activision

QY Formuia One Simulator Mastertronic
m‘ Finders Keepers Mastertronic

IEEN surmer Games 1 EpyxUS Gold

Spy Vs Spy Il
DR Action Biker Mastertronic
K& CCrr—
WL seech Head Access/US Gold
KC T —T—
l@] Sky Fox Ariolasoft

0N T
l@] Hypersports Imagine

[T N Barry McGuigan Boxing Activision
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Mail Order: MONOLITH, 3rd Floor Lector Courf, rringdon Road, London E
All games priced at £9.95 inc P&P. Cheques/POs o BEYOND.
Credit cards call 01-83




(Orpheus Ltd, The Smithy, Uit 1, Church Farm,
Fatiey St. George, N Sandy, Beds. SG19 3HP
Tel. Gamingay (0767) 51481/91 Telex 817117 ETHGEN G

ﬂnzvu»mlnx-nux l

|ZION SYSTEMS LTD.

VIDEO DARTS rorcev es £7.95 inc. VAT

ROUNDTOPS PERFORMING CIRCUS Fror
cem 64 £7.95 inc. VAT

ALSO AVAILABLE

C16 PLUS 4 CHARACTER EDITOR

A U.D.G. CHARACTER DESIGN PACKAGE FOR C16 + 4 £7.95 inc. VAT
AVAILABLE FROM ALL GOOD RETAIL OUTLETS OR DIRECT FROM US

PLEASE SEND Name ZION SYSTEMS LTD.
VIDEO DARTS £7.95 Address 2’;‘, CAMP ROAD
ROUND TOPS FARNBOROUGH
PERFORMING HANTS
CIRCUS £7.95 GU14 6EW
C16+4 CHARACTER Cheque/P.O. made payable to Tel: 0252 521123
EDITOR £7.95 ZION SYSTEMS LTD.

It paying by Barclaycard/Access please quote No.




SUPER GRAPHIX

PRINTER
INTERFACES

FOR COMMODORE 64 AND VIC 20 MICROCOMPUTERS
UNLIKE ANY OTHER PRINTER INTERFACES ON THE MARKET THESE AMAZING
PRODUCTS CONVERT STANDARD DOT MATRIX PRINTERS TO NEAR LETTER QUALITY!

CHECK THE OTHER FEATURES BELOW!

SUPER GRAPHIX jnr
MICRO BUFFER
GRAPHICS & NORMAL QUALITY PRINT
T NEAR LETTER QUALITY
18 OCTAVE SWITCHES WITH CHANGES
CONSTANTLY MONITORED
COMMAND CHANNEL
10 PRINTER MODES
CENTRONICS COMPATIBLE
SUPPORT MOST MAJOR PRINTERS
100% COMPATIBLE WITH SOFTWARE
FOR VIC 1525 PRINTER
JUSER MANUAL & SOFTWARE EXAMPLES

PRICE £49.95 (inc. VAT) Post & Packing FREE

x
x
0y, S,
SUPER GRAPHIX v, %
£18K BUFFER STANDARD ok, B
110 PRINTER MODES %, S
3INTERNAL SCREEN DUMPS, 7.8,

CIRESET BUTTON TO HALT PRINTING
FROM BUFFER
NEAR LETTER QUALITY MODE BUILT IN
LI CAPABLE OF STORING 2 ADDITIONAL FONTS
[ CORRECT GRAPHICS / TEST ASPECT RATIO
FOR ALL MAJOR PRINTERS
18 OCTAVE SWITCHES WITH CHANGES
CONSTANTLY MONITORED
L INTERNAL FONTS SUPPORT, SUPER SCRIPT,
SUB SCRIPT, UNDERLINING, BOLD FACE AND
CHOICE OF 9 PITCHES

PRICE £69.95 (inc. VAT) Post & Packing FREE

x
] EXTENSIVE COMMAND CHANNEL 604— eko ¥
%

Available Only Through Exclusive Importers & Distributors
Screens Microcompuler Distribution

Main Avenue, Moor Park, Northwood, Middlesex. Tel: 09274 20664, Telex: 923574 ALACOL G

ROTRONICS DX-85
DOT MATRIX PRINTER
100 s, -

Rotronics DR2301
Data Recorder
fusosng

TONECHIP
SBARGAN
BASEMENT

0 £14.95
orecassette |
Gommos 95 |
| tace lea |
proganmers A0 o |
Cartridge |

v \
progannes A |
RO?

Vixen Motherboar

Rotronics
Portable Case
3 121

CLUBG64

AN INTERNATIONAL USER GROUP
FOR CBM64/1541 OWNERS

If you are a C64 (C128) user and you have a disk

drive or a modem you are invited to join CLUB64.

CLUB64 is a unique user group and as one of our
aims is to make quality Public Domain software
available at the lowest possible cost every new
member may order free of charge any 3 disks from
our excellent library.

Most disks feature between 10 and 30 programs. We
have one of the best general purpose (300 and 1200
baud) communications packages available for the
€64, a good cataloger disk, 6 COMAL disks, Disk
Utilities, Educational software, games, graphics,
music and tutorials.

Annual membership . .. £12 UK and Ireland. £15
Europe and £20 all other countries. We will accept
cheques and Postal Orders and it should be noted that
when you order the free library disks we will cover
postage costs and supply the blank media

Use the following online services to contact us.
COMPUNET .. . WJM2, PRESTEL (UK) . . .
113530045, MICRONET (Ireland) 3
SOURCE (USA) .. . BDE408, COMPUSERVE (USA)
70117,715, TELECOM-GOLD . . . MAG60012

CLUB64, 85 UPPER DRUMCONDRA
ROAD, DUBLIN 9, IRELAND
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e BLANK DISKS

Top quality 55" Bulk Packed Disks

ocn oo or P tan ot gt i Supplied in 10's with  FREE Plasic Lirory Cose, Labels
i 2 i CHRMPRY oo 10 Single Sided Double Density® ony £13-95
At tshrsyou' v o
Wk proctesep o o v e 10 Double Sided Double Density® onw £17-95
st ek, A pes: ooy ‘
!{‘"’“‘"“ ”"i.“.?::‘u“ffn“f'::ll:w‘if Pt 50§ hgk. Sided Double Densty*  ONLY £59+95

Supplied with o Perspex Storage Box)

blck.grdmma .:(n..ﬂ.ﬂsu;mm e ety
T honatess o oo P s

50 Double Sided Dovble Densiy® ~ ONLY £79+95 }
(Supplied with o Perspex Storage Box) |

{51’ BOOKS L * LIFETIME WARRANTY * ‘

oun phice gpos8 (5881 .wmie SToCKS LASTI

o e

ottt At P IhT . . |
Tl b, JE FREE FAST DELIVERY

AEHIS Lo |
SO Rl L o 2R ot th UK

3" & 33" Disks olso aviloble
Glames Book toryour o4

onTave sypa (1635t

oH ik cge¢ 1218 Bulk Orders, Export Enquiries & Educational Enduiries Welc

" A—— Doukle Densiy s the equvalet f 40 80 Tiock
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erean S
oo 45 Suppiad an 151 5w
i eaanca manus, P o

Nowonw ezas 6951

11 Oundle Drive, Not ng
Telephone (0602) 782310

You g T ** TAPE BACK-UP DEVICES ** r
i i et A A DCL1 ey —————— |
g st | | INTERFACE ”""m‘s:‘ff‘““‘"“’i.;é?ﬁsr‘:;‘,‘::“n,,mez ,
o L] e
it B loSoE DO oen Aoy __pice 11000

DCL4 s SUPER 0GLY 1 o hose i one daaste and one
INTERFACE 200l recordr Backup apes can o madeon aither s
itor Shows tne star and end of programs
“Vary popular” | ORDER AS DCLE ~PRICE £1700

e
“ervios (hnatomy
FEASSr Eitol i

VIZASTAR 64

SIVILAR 1 e BCLA Bt e wihan AUl o

|NTEFFACE T ew 4S DOLIA PRICE £1850

ALIGNMENT  Realign your Datasette tape head VERY PRECISELY with
TAPE his aasy 10 use i (No dlsmantiing of the Datasetie

ierad) T Tigh b e teta ar provied ius &

50 1060 by 4 o
oo, w3 Specilsemwannor 3 1

oo : s
i ;....,:“ e st megene oot | | T )

Elmmoors 6 Saia ot s, plad wih Gxcors MnGbooK. (X verson ow TAPE HEAD _ This mains powered demagneiser.  used a o
“evatata wih & 40% bigger sp1eadunoetpla business Graphics, £12545 115951 DEMAGNETISER per week (no need wdwmmnneoaxasenﬂwwH rodus

Foubsome e o
ouR paice Lo ow oy €74 51 e e

A nigh-pertormance
wordaiocsaso win o

RESET 2 This unit allows an unsioppable’ RESET hrough the cartridge port

Eming, e ke RIE f600
attho colour, raphics g mamory capaciy of ha Cammodore 8. hat woks win RESET 3. Tis unit aows 8 AESET rough he catidgepor b aisg nales
PRICE 5350

il e e Ui peons comor v e (il

Toary snd S5 cheche or £50 65 KRS80
VZAWRITE ©15K) 57345 £67 951 (CARTRIOGE) gpont <7855t

N SOCKETS it win 15 amo

poowe surr e 2905 | [ cwsrio suposcrprummace, Sockets. maina switch, neon indicalor, and a widaband reactive mains fiter

SMON'S BASIC, (SAVE £18) 3500 | | aend dsk and marw Qs PLUS sl suppresors. s it e ot eaueing sovare e

MASTER 64 (SAVE £30) G| | Siocuionn Supwsrt 28 573 ‘m“‘"’n P " PRICEENOL
bbb crvell [l ot Lo GT LOADER CARTRIOGE FOR 151 DISK DRIV, Eraes s 1561 :

WANT IT TOMORROW???__CALL US TODAYIIl _ON 01-546-7256
B

EEEs Eglcn
e o e f;z:.:ﬂ ware

| st ouse, " knaston i, sumney,krarar. L o

- FAST WAL ORDER SERVICEPLUS 10 DAY NONEY BACK GUARANTEE ON ALL HAROWAE
* AL FAIGES ARE FULY NCLUSVE AND INCLUDE RECORDED DELWERY. EXPORT ADD 108 EXRA*
TRILOGIC Dept CU, 29 HOLME LANE. BRADFORD BD4 00A 0274684268
TOUR CASH & CARRY SALES COUNTER WIL BE 0PENIG SOON
PLEASE PHONE FAST T0 CHECK PRCES AND AVAABLIY.
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LOGIC SALES LTD.
MICRO COVIPUTERS, SOFTWARE & SUPPLIES
jate, Peterborough, Cambs. PE1 1TN
Teephong: (855%) H000g T GECOMS G 8951 182
THE GREATEST SALE EVER

 THE FOLLOWING COMMODO)

CHART TOPPERS
AVAILABLE FOR
MODORE

i i S ;

REARIeprpiad

88882

COMMODORE 64¢Plus/4eC128
PRINTER INTERFACE

with full

COMMODORE GRAPHICSI

egaphicson  »
ol T N

microprocsssor controied cartidge port fee.
intertace. « Full dot and tabing facilty.

wizo £98.95 movar
COMPANY PAC 1+2+3°

COMPLETE INTEGRATED BUSINESS SYSTEM
THAT'S SIMPLICITY TO USE. SALES AND PURCHASE
LEDGER — INVOICING - STOCK CONTROL — NOMINAL
LEDGER AND PAYROLL ALL FORONLY

£98.95 [ i’
THE FONT FACTORY

RINTER ENHANCEMENT _
S "“’“‘v‘é&"‘%«%iﬂ!’a’rﬂm},‘a‘&'w"’*“’
e oot
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The big sellng Joystick in

ooMMDDORE s4/vic 20,
'ARI, BBC B (state which recuired)*




'S Hotline US Hotline US Holline US Hoflin

working at an office, they work

I s ] at home with a terminal. Some
aying alive in e
| Tilinois. There are places where

o

you can go and rent a computer S8

by the h o5

Dan Gutman reports "Computer game sofware [

| became less popular, while other B8

| types of software started sel : .

i With ‘86 just round the next block, Dan Guiman reflects on @ year prometo® m"cfr‘,‘f\”":‘;;g,f;\‘if i3
il that's done no favours for the American computer industry. But construction set programs, and 843
! amidst the machines that just wouldn't sell and the lurking bailiffs, "yARTERRE (i oing BER
there’s been a few lighthearted moments very popular over here, as it

) necworks like PeopleLink and
Playnethave hundreds of people

Now that we've reached the end computer for their home now Does Campbell run out of soup? und the country attending

of the year, T feel ivs my duty to have them i al their appliances. _ Astronauts on the  Space “electronic cocktal parties” by

| ‘make at least some effort to sum People are getting used to Shuttle Challenger took a computer. Some of the best-

up the evnts tht ook place o punching keys 10 make chings computes ino spuce wih them seling programs i the US were £

the US computer world during happen instanly. coad progams for S0

85, And what 8 year it was! I il 16 smenmre. foldr radhation, xnd usmodore diskdr b

this _description seems like a the Broaduway show Cars (which  As usual, we're lookin 13

| disjointed jumble of confusion, T believe was a smash in your the future — technology and the 443
it only reflects whar's happening country) used a_computer to wonders it will bring. The first 40

I in the industry itslf. control 15,000 lights and 2,000 glimmer of many new SEH
In the news, the year started cars eyes. 1985 was the year that technologics appeared this year. BAS

the first comic book was created Computers were used to turn old
on a computer. For trivia fans, black and white motion pictures
the name of the comic was into new colour versions. Optical
“Shatter”. character readers started to

Lots of famous people got appear — someday they’ll
involved with computers for the revolutionize word processing.
first time — mostly for money. We also saw the first signs of
Here's s lst of people who have  optical vidso disk tecordrs and
computerized roadmaps, which
il somedey be wnder svery
dashboard. The new laser
printers show that publishing is
undergoing a revolution.

| off with an ominous bang when
Coleco pulled the plug on their

dam computer ~system on
January 2nd. The computer was
| deeply flawed from day one, and
things just got worse and worse

for it. Two months later, TBM
announced that they would stop
making their PC Junior — the

J‘ ‘ can drop clangers, nobody’s safe
{

And the bad news just kept imoy, Bruce Jenne . Photwgraphy i changing 100
mbling ons the computer N =10 1 8 of I‘he Ernest Borgnine, Sylvia Porter, Kodak introduced a that
magazine field shrivalled to Martina Navratilova, Mr. T., produces a hard copy pr\nluul«f

I about a dozen major publications IR @ Xs [ | e Ye 1 1] and Dave Winfie anyhing on_ the TV

Also, former President Jimmy Electronic ~camer
There were 3 o of oddball Caner bought a compute for bis flopy diks e of i and
computer news stories. fe Rosalyn, and Jack Tramiel display the pictures on TV a
I5yearold hacker samed Honehn 3-comtoner compas for corsing 190
e i the himulr Sclce Beton duhore, 1t il o Mule disiyiig,
Minneapalis police nb a child like Ray Bradbury and Arthur C. isn’t. 1> Maybe twe
oleset who hat een soring Clrke begen 0t their baoks shiny YEaen Fuome mone, Wl

1 still in business (from over 100),

| his evidence computer. into interactive fiction. be able to read a book on the
| of course, Aferhe police mman it for a history of computer
| Ho)mullv e e wons i weck, Leppik cracked he code technology and everything
I in a half an he H that’s happening today will
i T I Go with the ER AR
I ity kg thee wey fomo ‘Cnisicd hat Joscoh, Trghe of soun crazier. Until
| all coners of American life. The Kennedy High School Then, 1o il st bask and
| New York Public Library put Chicago failed to show up for enjoy the ride.

| thi eanie cird sl . Pl ear of kool cvee hongh. Thiees were slnoet 100 msny

isk and installed terminals for his mmhu insists he was there trends in computing this

eep
Book in the Tibrary in seconds.  In March, an Idaho based neo buzzword of the year had 1o be
Other libraries ‘around the Nazi group established a “artificial imelligence”, even
country followed suit. Com- computer network to link up though there wasn't much Al
puterized public information nuts like themselves. And the software in the n
terminals started popping up in Internal Revenue Service’s most people don’t know what it
airports and train  stations computers lost the records of means,
around the country more than $300 million in  Next year's buzzword is sure
appliances — payroll witholding tax payments. to be “compact disks”. The ranks
toasters, microwave ovens, G ofthe “computr orphans” grew
bathroom scales as s
— began appearing with micro- aputen, e discontinucd.
processors built into them. A lot Some people became *
of people who would never buya Does Ford run out of wheels? commuters™ i

‘ people to use and look up any ever an eye on all of them, The
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STARTER PACKS

The Starter Packs for the Commodore 64¢
loiqquhidymmsmpmn-miu

The accompanying offers carefully T CORNES
uzrtk-leadh'hnpldkcybondl.nm &

GRAPHICS PACKS

The Graphics Packs or the Commodore 64
fabulous collectios

In-pack software contains the complete
library of images,

Elmmkiummr’vrﬂn
programming manuals plus cased cassette
software. Superb value at £15.95inc VAT for the
complete pack.

Available from larger branches o mmwnw—m |
iadingSokshops sudcomputarsoresncasefdifcy e
lamnmwmmgh‘

o d“
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The ultimar,
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GET
A GRIP!

The G-Force demand the best joysticks when
they're reviewing. So they got Valerie Buckle fo
road fest a whole load of models. We're
publishing her ‘confidential’ report because,
like the G-Force, you deserve the best

Even the best gamesters struggle fo achieve the
highest scores, get the longest javelin throw and do
some really nifty screen designs if they're not using a
realy good quality stick. That's why we've paid special
attention 1o points like speed, robustness and fire-
Ppower on shoot 'em ups, direction and strength for
mulations and pin-point accuracy for drawing
packages. We've also thrown in some of the more
‘specialised’ models.
Reviews are clearly priced so you can go for the
model fo suit your pocket straightaway. Remember,
frial and error is the best way of choosing a joystick so

fry them about before parting with your readies.

Quick Shot I

Spectravideo

For many, this is the ultimate
in joysticks, it's certainly the
best selling. Coloured red
and black its square base is
€asy to hold and the four

two fire-buttons — one for
the thumb on top and
another as a trigger — are quired by graphics packages
€asy to access and respond  could prove too much for this
well to pressure. stick so if this is what you'll
Quickshot gives good con- use it for, check it out
trol over all movements and carefully
is accurate enough o ensure
high scores. There’s also an
optional auto-fire switch on
the base which works very
well
The very fine control re

VERDICT: One of the
best for games, but pro-
bably not for budding
designers.

Formula 11
Kempston

£11.95

Another one to get full marks
for imagination, this time for
the bright blue colour with
white fire buttons and direc:
tion indicators. The Formula
Il has a longer base than

comfortable to use in the
hand.
The shaft of the Formula Il

manoeuvrability. | found this
one accurate in use and very
responsive despite the large
vertical path.  Fire-buttons

shaft does not feel too tough
50 would doubt its ability to

stand up to prolonged bat
tering when you're going for
the 100 metres record.

On the drawing test, the
long vertical path detracted
from the accuracy of this
joystick. Any movement
tended to drift a little further
than was wanted but the
diagonals were stable and
accuracy was _satisfactory
using the magnify mode.

VERDICT: Definitely
worth considering for
games use but not for
any program which re-
quires single pixel ac-
curacy.




Mach 1
Cheetah
£8.95

Sounds as if someone had
his/her tongue firmly lodged
in their cheek when naming
this joystick but it certainly
proved to be no joke when

put on trial. Tough construc-
tion makes this stick par-
ticularly suited to shoot’em
ups at their meanest. The
square base is that much

more comfortable to  hold
than most, due to the raised
sections on either side which

well, making this joystick

one of the best in terms of
comfort.

Three red fire-buttons are
provided on the base, trigger
and top. | liked the size of the
top button which allows
even the shortest of thumbs
good control. Auto-fire on
the front of the base is con-
venient to access so, in all,
this one gets the thumbs up
for design

The travel of the shaft is
relatively short and the Mach

and ac
curate to boot. | had no pro
blems shooting accurately or
dodging lasers and was im-
pressed with the control of
diagonals. This stick will pro.
bably stand up well to abuse
and can't really be faulted for
games.

The same positive results
were gained with drawing
software. The Mach 1 was
accurate enough to draw
well. Again, the response of
the shaft was good and it
didn’t drift off course. My
only reservations with the
drawing program is that this
type of joystick is perhaps
too toughly constructed to
suit those creative moments.
It becomes a bit tiresome to

Gun Shot Il
Vulcan

£9.95

Another firm favourite with
games players, this joystick

strong and durable but lacks
the finger grips of the others.
This is not really a problem as
it does give you the oppor.
tunity tomove your hand
when things get too sweaty.
The two fire-buttons on
the base and top are very
responsive but the round but-
ton on the top can be difficult
t0 access in times of need.

the base. This
joystick stood up well to a
severe pounding at Matrix
and responded  accurately
and with speed. Diagonals

sistently high scores.

However, on the graphic
art programs, the Gun Shot Il
proved bulky and, although
diagonals were not difficult, |
was not convinced. Even
using magnify, single_pixel
accuracy was almost im-
possible to achieve. One plus
factor is the stick’s smooth
movement but even so,
drawing was difficult to con’
trol

VERDICT: Great for
games, not so hot for
those with an artistic
bent. Gun Shot I is also
available without auto-
fire, for just £7.95.

wield
object for fine work

joystick which will give
Yyou many hours of fun
at a good price.

Arcade Turho
Euromax

£14.55

This is basically a souped-up
version of the Arcade and is
similar in many respects.
Design of the base is almost
identical with tapered front
and three rubber pads on the
underside. The shaft features

a second fire-button and a
switch on the base allows
you to choose between
cither the base or the top fire-
button. However, both but
tons feel rather loose and the
one on the top tends to be in
the way when you don't
want it and difficult to find
when you do.

For games use, | found the
Turbo t00 uncomfortable to
be a serious contender
although it's fairly fast,
reasonably responsive and
sufficiently accurate

For drawing, the turbo just
proved too inaccurate
although this improved using
the zoom or magnify mode
The diagonals tended to
wander somewhat and, all in
all, | found it unsuitable for
detailed graphics.

VERDICT: Not really
good enough to warrant
the price but per
formance is adequate if

RAT
Cheetah
£20.95

The Remote Action Trans-
mitter, commonly known as
the RAT works along the
same lines as the remote giz-
on your telly. The
receiver, housed in a brown
case plugs into the joystick
port and receives signals
from the touch controllable
grey/blue transmitter. Direc-
tion contact area is within a
circle towards the rear of the
transmitter and the most
sensitive area is just inside of
the pips which are really just
directional guides. The fire
contact area is situated
towards the front and a light
pressure will activate firing.
removable cover on the
underside  reveals
nector for the battery (not
supplied).

The RAT is very difficult to
use at first. My fingers slip.
ped all over the circle before |
eventually got used to the
unconventional mode of
operation.

Thus, my players roamed
the screens and lasers fired
indiscriminately. With use, it
did prove quite accurate and
it certainly is very responsive

to directional movement and
to firing. Even after a fair
amount of practice | would
not recommend this for fast
gamesters. By the way, it
works from across the room,
and signals can even be
bounced off walls.

Drawing software gave
interesting results though

not exactly what | was aim-
ing for as | found the RAT too
difficult to control to get fine
details. Directional stability
was good, again response
was adequate but single pix.
els unattainable.

VERDICT: Very good
once you get used to it
and 1 liked the lack of
obstructive leads.
Rather pricey, though.




Super Threeway
Wico
£32.99

This has got to be one of the
sturdiest sticks around —
and probably the most

a slim smooth one, a Quick
shot-type grip and a straight
grip with a round knob on the
top. Choose your handle
carefully to suit the game
you're playing

It conforms to the red 'n
black tradition and has two
fire-buttons; one on top, one
on the side. There’s no auto
fire_option but there is a
switch to activate either the
top or both buttons

Movement is sturdy but a
little stodgy for really nippy
control. The rather tall handle
gives a lot of travel, so
you've really got to em.
phasise_movements to get
results. Both fire-buttons are
light and responsive. But this
stick comes into its own with
joystick-rattling sports
simulations. Crank it as hard
as you like, it really feel

bicaiaklg

and positive results
ware achieved with d rawing
packages but since you're
paying for strength, it seems
rather wasted on delicate
movement

VERDICT: Very pricey
but an_absolute must
if you're a joystick
wrecker.

Challenger
Euromax

£6.95

Looks very much like the
QuickShot I with its black
and red design and similar
hand grip. The base of the
stick is round and so is
marginally easier to grasp
and again, there are four
base suckers. The two fire-
buttons on the top and front
are simple to use but did not
respond quite so well and
made a very loud ‘clicking’
noise which can be offput
ting

The auto-fire option
located on the top of the
base makes up for this to a
certain extent but, as we all
know, auto-fire is not always
very useful when shots have
to be timed carefully.

The travel of the shaft is
fairly short but its base felt
auite loose and the response
to movement | found to be
poor. Diagonals were almost
impossible to get in the heat

the moment and my
general impression was that
the Challenger would not
stand up to sports simulation

type pounding for long.

n drawing packages, this
stick fared badly, being too
inaccurate to do much even
using a zoom mode.
Response was not up o0
much, resulting in_drifting
lines although, when | could
get them, the diagonals were
fairly stable

VERDICT: A
pricey for mediocre
results.

The Stick
Lightwave

£12.95

This is a baseless joystick for
single hand use which works
by means of it switches.
Glass tubes inside the shaft
contain a small amount of
mercury and when the stick
is tilted, the eight-point
switch is activated. The
black shaft has a finger grip
and two red fire-buttons, one
on the top and another for
the index finger. A small
sucker can be attached to
the base of the shaft if you
prefer more conventional
control

In tests, this one proved
quite difficult to get used to
as it is easy to tilt the stick
t00 far and consequently
play goes out of your control
When playing games which
require fast movements this
did not give adequate control

ectional stability was good.
Single pixel accuracy was

well nigh impossible. One
program | did find this ideal
for was Psychedelia, as it
proved very conducive to the
Minter approach to enter
tainment

VERDICT: A very spec-
ialist

Kraft
Vulcan

£12.95

This is a whole range of
sticks that are new to the
scene. The first arrival (not
yet named) should prove
popular with those of a less
aggressive nature.

Design is very conservative

8-way activated by two
small switches on the base
shaft is not very
robust and the whole design
unsuitable for many of the
ular games
although it is fairly comfort.
able to hold and control of
movement is good. | found
the Kraft accurate for moving
around the screen and the
fire-buttons responsive.
However, it really came in-

with a square base, two
small fire-buttons towards
the front and a small shaft
(approx. 2 in.) protruding up-
wards from the middle. Con-
trol can either be 4-way or

toits own with drawing soft-
ware as it proved accurate
enough for even single pixel
movement. Diagonals again
were easy to draw and stable

and | couldn't fault it.
VERDICT: Not worth

but ideal for graphics or
for C.

N
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Spectravideo
£13.95

This controller looks very
much like a track ball but
works on the same principle
as a joystick. The large rec-
tangular cream base houses
two enormous brown fire
buttons  with

are depressed. Auto-fire is
selected via a switch on the
side. At the other
end of
spherical brown ball controls
movement by pivoting in the
direction indicated by light
pressure. Left or right hand
modes are available via
another switch on the side of
Once again, four

suckers allow table top use.
In action, | was impressed
with this one, despite its ugly
looks. It is very comfortable
to operate, no blistered
thumbs here. Response to
pressure in any of the eight
directions is quite fast and

(B TP RN |

rovelty of contral rather dif
ficult to get us

Using araviing sohwars, |
found directional very good
but pixel accuracy poor
unless using
mode. Response was satis.
factory but the overall size is
100 chunky for fine drawing
with a graphic art package.

VERDICT: Full marks
for an innovative des-
i h fairish results

on tests but others will

Competition Pro
Euromax

£10.75

The Competition Pro is

almost identical in style to

the Formula 1 except that its

colours are (yawn) black and
ed.

pros and cons. The ‘click’ on
this one is slightly less audi-
ble but still gives adequate
indication of movement. The
travel on the shaft is a little
longer and less smooth but

The same results were to
be had, response to move-
ment was good, accuracy
high, and fire-button control
gave satisfying scores. The
eight directions presented no
problems for this joystick
even in the thick of battle.
Similarly, this stick gave
consistently high quality
with drawing software. Con:
trol of the joystick was good
giving accurate drawing,
response was pretty instan
taneous and all directions
stable.
VERDIC'
cHotasHhstrasa
and For 1, both

Not much to
this
[

but, all in all, | found the serve you better. really, the differences are ing ‘7'
minimal. slandard-
Formula 1
Arcade
Kempston
Euromax

£16.95

Based on the popular Pro
5000 joystick, this is my per-
sonal favourite as it will per-
form well in most situations,
Bright blue with two big
white fire buttons to the
front of the base, this stick is
really designed to be hand.
held even though its square
base makes it a lttle 100 hef-
ty for comfort. Four rubber
pads on the base do give
some slip-resistance but it is
not adequate for most cur.
fent games.

Shaft response is almost
immediate and requires only
a slight touch. One of the
nices features is the soothing
‘click’ as the switches con.
nect but this does not detract
from the smoothness of the
controls

This joystick was extreme
Iy accurate on test and all

ght directions very easy to
achieve. Chunky fire-buttons
for left or right-hand use
were responsive and my only
reservation is that it

vecomes _uncomfortable in
the hand after continued use.
Equally good for graphics,

Al eight directions worked
well and were stable.

VERDICT: If you can on-
ly afford one joystick for
a variety of uses, then
this or the Competition
Pro probably be
best for you.

£9.75

This joystick is quite nicely
styled to give a high degree
of comfort. The base is
square at the rear but tapers
towards the front so it sits
comfortably in the hand. The
whole thing is black with one
red fire-button at the front of
the base
Three rubber feet work
reasonably well on a
the shaft _feels
tough and durable, length of
travel is short and
movements require a mere
touch with corresponding
clicks'.
| found the Arcad
comfortable and easy to use
although response to shaft
movements was a lttle slug
gish and the fire-button
foose. Reasonable accuracy
was achieved but not good
enough for the real en.
thusiast
The Arcade performed

similarly with the drawing
programs. The eight dir
ections were all stable and
easy to achieve, response
good and accuracy fair

VERDICT: Not bad, but

doesn’t excel in any one
area so there are better
to be had for the same
pric




Simulation Software
for the (:BM 64
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ARBORKE SOFTWARE SPECIAISES I THE VERY BEST SIMULATION
SOFTWARE AT REALISTIC PRICES —
Fs - Fight Smlaton: AC = Ar iz Type o Simtaion:
MB = Wolor Racing: ATC = Ay Tralt Conirl
e
All programs are available less shown with suffix
(D). Please specifly (C) or (D) and your machine when ordering
Send your cheque/postal order to,
AIRBORNE SOFTWARE (CU12), P.0. BOX 1940
WATFORD WD5 0DL

"“COMPUTEREYES"’
VIDEO DIGITISER FOR YOUR 64/12

COMPUTEREYES digitises from any video source, including video recorder
and video disc. The PAL version of this popular system by Digital Vision Inc.
is now avaw\ab\e from Stem Computing

COMPUTEREVES cornectsth deo source 10 theCommodors trough he
Grer 10 Bort. A age 13 acauivad i ess tha & seconds nc i
Scanning modes of the same image alow  roalti arey scals picture o be
constructed.

software

ture, image-packing. saving and loading routines al driven by a M

ecutive program. Individusl routines can readily bo incorporated into your
wal gives details. Optional enhancement software

for Interfacing COMPUTEREYES 10 Koala, Flex

hop image processing utiites

(COMPUTEREYES is also availabio for Atari 800/800XL/130XE and

‘Apple I seris).
Enhancements: only £14.

Christmas Price: £129

Stem Comput
Tel. 0382 65113

3 Blackness Avenue, Dundee DD2

Add VAT at 16%

|
HJIGITAL SOUND SAMPLING
NDW FOR YOUR COMMODORE 64
CDMPLHE PACKAGE
POST‘FREE
FOR DISC BASED SOFTWARE
PLEASE ADD £2.

The Datel Sampler now brings you this
technology at a sensible price

istanty at any pitch,Sackwards,forwards,ascending scale, desconing,with ech,
reve, flangeg. enlessylooped etc. Tl profssionsl hardare ncorpratg
ul B bt DTOA and ADC conversion.
1 M Tl i,
Acampshersie st ackng
o, Bl e, g
. wu Samp\g eitg acies with reviw and 0 scrgen fequency ploting

powerul sequencerwith dret inut and i
Dz software please dd £2.
‘GUARANTEED SAWEDAY
DESPATCH ON ALL ORDERS ool s ol
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME CARD LI —

oy A N
iC8 T

MEGASAVE FANTASTIC SAVINGS
Release date say Ocean NoviDec
Ar Kung Fu, Knight Rider, Rambo, Streethawk
Transformers: Each £6.75

1150 785 758
750 750 595
675 595 800
750 595 800
750 750 800
0 750 595
1200 50 675
800 7 585 7%
595 495 7%
800 750 750
395 550 675
625 750 675
750 750 59
800 75 5%
595 750 78
750 800 7%
750 595 7%
595 750 675
750 120 75
750 75 59
750 550 5%
750 750 £
750 750 7%
595 750 75
595 675 a75
1195 750 8%
595 675 750
775 750 78
199 1200 a7
750 750 78
695 750 75
1100 675 6
495 75 850

Postage included U.K. Please state which micro. Fast Service.

end chequelPO to:

MEGASAVE, Dept, CU
76 Westbourne Terrace, London W2




TURN YOUR COMPUTER INTO A PROFESSIONAL
GAMES WRITING MACHINE FOR FUN AND PROFIT!
LASER BASIC adds more than 250 commands to the resident BASIC.
Includes an extended interpreter, a sprite/graphic designer and 2 sets of

pre-defined sprites. Easy to use,
with a full demonstration program
and extensive manual.

HILE WEND,
with local variables

£14.95..

£19.95...




5 EAT TITLE'S
AllDisks £9.95 each All Cassettes £7.95 each

The Master

face them alone. Be faster. Fiercer. Deadlier. There are no rul e
Your only goalis to survive —or dln trying!

®Over100i; ingly difficult @ Kamik:

® Relentless Web Spinners .Robot Drones

® Spores who divide into mutant guards @ Xterminators

COMMODORE 64 (Disk and Cassette.)

ATARI (Disk ~ coming sconon Cassette.)

D-Bug is a game within a game
in a computer withina
computer. There you are
playing an action/strategy ga
called Gotcha! against the :amputer ora
Frisng the D-B
operating the game breaks down. You

| ‘Bug’causing the problems.
\ SoMmopoREsd (DiskandCassette)
| ATARI(Disk~coming soon on Cassette.)

KAISER

> ; Imagine yourself in the year 1700.

~ You are the ruler of a small German province.

Youmanage crops and estates and you lay down all
th i he

you are, the higher you climb in the hierarchy of the

nobility, gradually
powerful, in order to take control of the
whole of Germany as the Kaiser.

Alien flying saucers are attacking
Washington D.C. Your job is to
destroy them by firing energy balls
at them. Unlike most gam:
however, the saucers score each
time one of your fireballs misses.
'You must score enough points to get |
achance of knocking out the
mothership and save the city — I
happy fire-balling!
COMMODORE 64 (Disk and Cassette.)

‘Your missionis to find and destroy an army of

through the tunnels to the planet's surface.

4-Way Scrolling Map eparate Caverns @ Inertia Bombs
@ Muiti-Screens ® Increasing levels of difficulty
COMMODORE 64 (Disk and Cassette.)

THE ARIOLASOFT MID-PRICE SERIES — GREAT PROGRAMS — GREAT VALUE

Available from all good software retailers—ifit's not there, please order it—or in o
case of difficulty, send your crossed cheque/P.O. made out to Ariolasoft U.K. Lt ann’a
including your own name and address, To Ariolasoft U.K. Ltd.,

s,
Suite 105-106 Asphalte House, Palace Street, London SW1E SHS. HIGH PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS
Pricesinciude PGP, UK ordersonly. - Plaase allow 28 days from release for delivery.
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Silent Night

Ior the Commodore 64 by lTom JefTiies

Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without the family carol
singing. Picture it: grandad at the piano, the children’s
joytul faces as they sing merrily along.

Well you can forget all that boring traditional stuff.
Computer-carols are all the rage — and why shouldn’t the
Commodore 64 get into the act?

So here it is, your very own type in and run carol. Astound
your family on Christmas Day, put them off their turkey with
Tom Jeffries’ wacky ‘interpretation’ of this trad favourite.

It's simple, just type the listing on page 84 straight in. Be
careful, though, there's lots of data. When you've fastened ‘
type ‘RUN 1000’ to check you haven’t made a mistake.

'.

UE

= PIess CBM key
= ress CaM kay ang 2
~ PIess CBM key ang 3
Z bress CBM key ang 4
T Press CBM key ang 5
e SBM key and ¢
= Press CBM key ang 5
—_Press CM key and 8

OTHER CODES

K ' key
— press ‘cursor up’ ke
— press ‘cursor down’ key

 press ‘cursor left key
10 T Bren oo gt ke
[HOM]  — press HOME key
[cLs) —pressCLEARKeY

_ press INST key (i
e Z Bress RVS ON key (CTRL and 2
I:Ervrll T Press RVS OFF key (CTRL and 0)
iS5 — press spacebar oy
1PChey) T bross ot koy wit speci

 bress SHIFT key with specified key

MPLES:
ey — press spacebar three fimes |
[ press ‘cursor down' key five
11?: ;‘1 _ press SHIFT key with ‘F

COMMODORE USER 83
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\rograms Programs Programs Programs Prorc

:‘ GOIf — for the Commodore 16
and Plus/4

Time to bring out the tartan trousers and ‘Slazzy’ jumper.
From the Australian outback comes Michael Fitzmaurice's
challenging Golf game.

No need to bother with woods, putters and five irons,
bl just estimate the angle of shot and the distance. Two
screens show you both the whole fairway (complete with
bunkers) and a close-up of the green. Not quite the US
Masters — but what d'you expect for 16K?
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OU can now buy the complete CALCRESULT
range of “off the shelf” Handic Calc Result. the financial
products by post, if you're not near Spreadsheet for the 64, that's ideal

Easy with the 32
make your selection, tick theboxes such as loans, mortgages, home. pages available in Calc Result
Advanced
© Printing: Flexible printing
formats out to most popular

togram with scroll
s and

hardware
compatibles, the Commodore 3000,
4000, 80006700, and of course the
Commodore
HANDIC DATABASE

cight European languages
Applied Calc Result describes a
larger number of applications in the.
area ofi—
PERSONAL AND BUSINESS

CKS.

most from Calc Result.




HE Handic supermarket basket

mation, either clip the coupon
(and tick column ‘A" or give us a
ring.

1M
An outstanding Machine Code
Monitor (cartridge based)

2 Teledata
Communication cartridge for use
ith the CBM 64, ink up with Data-

B s v e
Supermarket, over the telephone

lines.
3 Superbox

An expansion unit for the
Commodore, which features three
independant cartridge slots; IEEE
interface that is totally

t arent; has multi-user
capabilities with [EEE: re-s

duces wear on the cartridge

i ot ehel 64> s a reiay. cartridge
for the CBM 64 and Vic 20 which

rglar alarms,
garage doors, door locks, electric
radistors, lamips . transmitters,

model raiiways,

5 Disc based oames
@ a set of disc based
Games for the Commodore 64, all
are great fun and superb colour
graphics. Ataround9.95 each. Why
not treat yourself to a few?
Quantity discounts are available on
also

ic Auto Modem

set up your own data base with

welcome.

6 Di
An ideal program for keeping track.
of telphone numbers, addresses,

the ideal time manager for all you
sieve-heads.
7

Stat 64
The statistical CBM cartridge
which ads 19 new commands to
your Basic language. An excellent

rogramming aid for all you
statisticians.
8 Graf 64

M cartridge that turns

solutions of equations int
al analysis, what you might

Videotex Seiit:Speed Modem
This Spiit-Spee s
ezpecially designed £ connect
with computers oy

2peroval appiied o,
10 RS23;
Astandard V.24 (RS232) interface

ek

A cartridge bridge game for the
intaligental
12 Forth

64
ot s ath i )
language for people who know
what they are talking about, and
want to know even more.

/fmﬂfﬁfﬁﬂ Wy,

CONMMARE & HARDWARE

For ruz
c»“'—C REsuL-r

700 SERIES inci- A ADAPTOR

Ienci
0% cheque/Postal Orcir for &

ALk Uson 0344 7- 778800
ep" Y

IS

O Crow T
e 7T, g

h e R i ( software Itd.



THE FINAL CARTRIDGE

THE FIRST OUTSIDE OPERATING SYSTEM FOR THE CBM 64
This new operating system built in a cartridge does not use any
memory and is always there. Compatible with 98% of all programs.

Features:
8 timas taser disk

9 and savin

TAPE TURBO - 10 times faster, even
normal Commodore com
compatible. with standard

PREPROGRAMMED FUNCTION
Run. Load, Save. Catalog.

Disk commands, Lis (removes ai s

protections)

KEvnouD EXTRA'S - Allows you to
part of a line; stop and conti
move cursor 10 lower

s and Syscalls in

E INTER.
FACE - compatible with all the well

Commaodore graph:
codes (important for listings)

Advanced screen-dump faci
Res. Hi-res and Multico

the memaory-address of the picture.
24K EXTRA RAM FOR BASIC-PRO.

BASIGA.8 COMMANDS ik Dicge
Dsave. Dappend Catalog.

BASIC TOOLKIT with Auto, Renum
(incl. Goto and Gosub). Find. Help. Old.
etc

Hex. Typ-command operates your prin
ter as a typewriter
COMFORTABLE EXTENDED ML
ONITOR: - with relocated load
scrolling up and down. Bankswitching,
+ RESET SWITCH: - resets to monitor.
resets with old, resets to Hi. Res prin
ting; resets every protected program
WITCH - we hope you
never need that one.
4 Days mo
12 Months repla back guar,
coment quarantee. it you are
dissatistied

SPECIAL
INTRODUCTORY
PRICE

FOR ONE FOR TWO
5 -
€ s

FOR THREE
OR MORE

U.K. ORDERS Barclays and Accescards

),
COMPUTE 1215

Copmans o e e WP comg

should be made

am Essex CM8 2 SZ Enqland
1

Witha
Telephone: 0376 - 51147
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Interface with pace

Xetec Super Graphix interfaces reviewed

by Chris Durham

At last, a series of two Centronics interface adaptors that
provide really top-class facilities at a price you can afford
That's the claim from Xetec for its Super Graphix and

Super Gro
deserve a long hard look.

© since the humble Vic-20 first ap-
P 15 have wanted to plug in better
printess than offered by Commodore i the

thi port and this afen lsbid with pro.
gram software
Fortunately, a number of companies saw
the potential ‘and produced interfaces to
conver the serial IEEF output into a Cen-
tronics compatible form. Even this wasn't
the end of the story howeves, since Co
e printers can produce the fmous
Commodart graphics tharcers ot vo s
Centronics printer. At least, that was the
case before the current trend towards in
telligent interfaces that can make a Cen
tronics printer react to the same com
mands as the Commodore versions, in-
cluding printing all the graphics
characte
Up 1o now though, no single interface
scemed o do everything; graphics,
listings, WP text, hi-res screen dumps, ex
tra character fonts and finally, near letter
quality (NLQ) printing. That could be set
change however, with the introduction

hix Jr devices. At £49.95 and £69.95, they -

of the new Super Graphix and Super
Graphix jr interfices by the American
Xetec company. They're distributed in this
country by Scrcens Microcomputer Distribu-
tion in’ Middlesex. Let’s start with Little
Brother.

Super Graphix jr.

The two interfaces are very similar in that
the jr. model s a slightly cheaper (£49.95),
and hence slightly less sophisticated ver-
sion of the Super Graphix. Since this i the
case, all d_comments made
about this interface apply equally to both,
unless otherwise state

Using the jr.
Even though hi s the smallr of the two
models, it has features which other inte
s £l 1o provie st mesely s T
price. The most obvious ‘extra’ is the abili-
iy to give most Centaonics do-mtrix
priners an NLQ (oear letter qulity) op-
tion. T have ahways thought that the 1
series of printers produced perfectly ac
table text for word processing applications,
buta glance at the normal mode compared
t0 the NLQ mode will show just what a

difference it makes
“This option is selected by one of the
switches on the DIL switch bank on the
body of the interface; unlike many such
switches however, these can all be altered
while the interface is powered up and the
changes are immediately implemented.
There are eight switches in all, controlling

last of these determines how the interface
reacts to the commands sent

Modes of Operation
¢ has four modes of operatio
mulation, Super Graphix jr, ASCII con-
version and Transparent. The last of these
merely passes all characters and commands
straight through to the printer. The ASCIL
conversion changes the Commodore
character codes to the standard ASCII
codes; these two modes being all that some
interfaces provide.

It is the other two modes that really
make the jr good value. The 1 ‘mula-
tion is really one of the best I have come
across. T have used it on graphics programs
that can only print on a Commodor
printer, with perfect results; better than
any other interfaces I have tested.

The Super Graphix jr mode is very
similar to the 1525 Emulation mode, but
allows extra facilris.

A number of interfaces I have tested will
print out the control codes as readable str-
ings instead of the reversed graphics
characters. The jr gives not less than two
different ways of printing control codes
and four different ways of printing
sraphics

CCOMMODORE USER 81




®as normal graphic characters and
reversed graphic control codes like
the 1525,
as mnemonics for the control codes
(¢g [CLR] instead of a reversed heart)
® by keystrokes, i.c. showing which key

troubleshooting guide. There i an index
well as a table of contents.

‘There are programs to do screen dumps
in both hi and lo-res for the Vic-20 and
Commodore 64, including a machine-cod
program for the latter. There is even a

the normal Epson

This is the normal Epson
This is the Super Graphix

This

This Is another downloade:

903 97 tha dounloadabla Fonts namad SHADOY

single s quality

“emphasised’ quality

NLQ quality print

4 font o

ed MANHATTAN

0 press 10 get the graphic character

required (c.g. the ‘club’ symbol would

be printed s [SX, which means
o )

o0y ASCH e, (eg the ‘club’ symbol
ol b e 13 0))
he results are extremely casy to read
you have decided which method suits
you best. The ‘Super’ mode also passes
any non-1525 codes diret o the priner
enabling you 1o use functions which are
not otherwise availble on the 1525,

Minor crificisms.

The jr s mounted inside 3 61 carrdge
with a Centronics plug. soldered

ety o the PB. This means tht the

whole unit hangs on the Centronics con-

nector on the printer; something I was not

very happy about, since the cartridge case

the cable comes out of the
carcides ou toe sk searet 16 MBS
although this only caused problems when
using roll paper. | understand from the
suppliers however, that the casing has now

been modified to permit the locking clips
oengage propely
My second criticism concerns  the

% the power supply
(this applies to both modely). The
cable terminates in a DIN plug which con-
nects to the serial gt oo the computer or
disk drive and is quite long cnough.
However, there is a sml,k red cable which
connect josid the plug and ter-
minates in a cassette pnn connector and a
sl piece of PCB. The BCB fs merely to
allow the cassette plug to piggy back onto
the connector since the latter is now occu-
pying the cassette port. Unfortunately the
cassette plug does not seat properly and
the whole thing seemed less than robus;
didn’t actually cause me any problems, but
then T don't use the cassette ve

yuay. Agin, the supliers have in-
dicaed that the connecror will be made
more sccure in future versions,

The manual
This is a 28 page booklet which contains
everything you might need to know about
using the interfuce. It has a number of
summarics, enabling quick checks on the
fcilities and how 10 get them, plus a

92 COMMODORE USER

er Graphix gives a choice of no less than twenty font styles.

listing of the control codes in the different
mrms which you would see in a program

Graplnx Super

‘This is the top range interface, containing
its own microprocessor and 8K memory
In spit of this,the price s a compara ely
modest £6 he main physical dif
rcoeesbetween i o e jir is that it's
housed in a Vic-type cartridge with a short
ribbon cable connection o, the printer
uch sapeior (0 the i. I des bovever
Sl sifls from the same problem
regards the power supply.
This unit has the same DIL switch bank
of cight switches, with almost the same
functions. The main difference is that in-
stead of an auto line feed switch, you can

a
no fonts are in use (or only one fonr).
Extra functions
The top model has all the functions of the
Jr plus 3 number of even more ineresting
features. a disk included with this

mode, which in addition to demo pro.
grams etc, includes no less than twenty dif-
ferent chatctr fonsofwhich any two can

tored in the interface at any one time.

"An excelien feature o this ot storage
is that the fonts ae retained even when the
power is turned off for a short period (up
o e minuts). This s tht v i
WP, you
the charares oats et (e
interface,torn o the Computes insert the

dition to using the switches to alter
the settings, most of the options can be set
using ESC codes. This means that you can

just that; without destroying the fonts in

memory.

Unlike the jr. this model will also sup-
port superscripts, subscripts and different
print pitches when in NLQ m

ditontothe underining and boldprinting
which both interfaces can

There arc aiso bush i fosctions o do
screen dumps, using additional secondary
addresses when opening the print channel.
These enable even simpler programs to

face from your own Basic programs. As
with the jr, the manual is excellent an
shows the function of all these channels

and commands. There is
sheet showing the switch settings to use
with a number of popular WP and
graphics programs

Problems encountered

Tonly experienced one problem with the
Super Graphix. As 1 have already mention-
ed, the DIL switches can be altered while
the power is still on. About two minutes
after the change, the printer suddenly stop-
peiiTic READYS light was out and urn-

g the printer off then on, failed to clear
1he consinan, When T souchiod the nter
face, t0 see if that was stll connected cor-

been quite cool

After speaking to the suppliers, it seems
possibl that the swich had not gone right

er and was therefore making a faulty
connection. Certaiply the it g6l e
tions correctly and the problem has not
arien aainy despte Ieiviog t poreretiy
for se urs at a time. The moral

must bf xhu:inrc, that if you make any
you must ensure the switches are
pmmd s 10 the L of thet e

Conclusions

AU£50 and £70 neither of these inter-
faces is exactly cheap, yet compared
he other
pre

to d interfaces 1 have tested
y

licies I have not seen on any other

ey

minor criticisms regarding the
the

are being looked at by the manufac-
turer, but these cannot detract from
the fact that both of these units are
worth a second look if you are in the
market for a Centeonles interface. |

® Super Gvcphlx ir
® Super Graphi:
® Screens Mlcracompu'ev
Distribution
6 Main Avenue
Moor Park
Nonhwood Middx.

. Pnces 249 95 (SG jn)
69.95 (SG)

.



any Commodore home computer

Now Micro Control Systems have the solution

An Epson in
Commodore
clothing!

FOR PC USERS
Internal Buffered Interfaces Serial and
Parallel with capacities from 2K to

s o oK ol et finere 128K available for Epson an
Kaga-Taxan/Canon Printers. B e "“’”
“ype sies fomorey o
‘ o ol 5asa™" COMMODORE 8000, PET USERS %z‘;’““,‘mm
characters) wil prove valuatie Buffered IEEE 488 _Internal
| yoursel Interfaces with capacity up to 64K “Tnis s one o he most
o an Epson—ar available for Epson. e oot
| DEALERS PLEASE NOTE b
BLE FROM e e

STC Electric Services

Westwood Distribution
Data Distributors (Taxah)
Micro Peripherals (Canon)
A-Line Lid

01-391-2066  Undeniabyy an rtetacato
0279-26811
43-86:

27 Comoutng . oy 1365
0442-60155

0256-473232
0533-778724

TELO1-263 3493

vaitatie rom:— Prices £61.99 inc VAT piease asa et pap
CHROMASONC 0B AUINE DATASPEED DisTRIBuTOR
L8 UNCTONROAD  DEVICES LD QUIRES ;-
% SAUBURN ROAD wERDCowTTOL
LONDON N195R0  BLABY, LEICESTER LEB 30R _ SYSTEM

TEL (053759) 486 ikt

TASWORD 64 the word processor
80 characters per line on the screen!

" TASWORD

theighly Oneof afamousfamiy:
‘acclaimed TASWORD family of word ‘need for horizontal scrolling. Your textis TASWORD TWO (ZX Spectrum)
printe WOR Coy
the features "TASWORD 64 com TASWORD:

ofthis versatie program. TASWORD uses

‘manual and TASWORD 84 TUTOR. This

TASWORD 484-D (Amstrad)
TASWORDEINSTEINC

characw‘ & ha\f the width of the normal

TASWORD 64,

character
rontor - onscoiar TV, ebestrosdts

word prcessig, TASWORDB4end
TASWORD4 TUTO

biackandwhite). Withaneighty character
dsplay you know that whatyou seeis what
You are goingtoget whenyou Nt your text

enjoyabl.
Arotherremarvatie festure of TASWORD 645 theproel
cossette £1795 Gisc£1995

TEsmen

C——JSOFTWARE———
Springfield House, Hyde Terrace, Leeds LS29LN
Telephone: (0532) 436301

e—— R outon i
| AR AN e Do G Bt o v Lo 529N !
| e e e i
} ADDRESS. = € 1‘
I ~ —
| OtskEoopeatdEt Spereentromal £ |
I o £ .yl
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BiAl!

When the likes of Phil
Collins start using a drum
mact now they’
here to stay. But you can
vw into the act too,
Digidrum package,
turns your Commodore 64

into a really sophisticated

with the

that

drum machir all for
£65. We brought the

down testing it out

and

house

Drum machines really came into their own
the ad:

with vent of digitally sampled
sound. You ‘record’ a real drum sound and
store it in the machine’s digital memory so

nce even a short sound needs a huge
amount of data which must be accessed
quickly, a computer is ideal for the job. In
fact, the 10p of the range drum machines

these principes o be applied o the hum
ble o last Synrony 3 Dutch
acturer, the
Digidrum package. D gidram nilises the
ory and processng power of your 64
ot only real drum sounds, but
8 SequEioes ani CompoR ons

duced

drum kif
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Syntron Digidrum
reviewed
by Fred Reid

IRHYTHN PATTERN ©

»

» *

F1=STOP

fits on the user-port, and the software
comes on a disk (a cassette version is on the
way). The cartridge is the usual sized black
box, with a jack socket on the rear for con-
nection to your stereo amplifier or tape
recorder. You will need this socket, as you
don't get any sound from your TV. Bu
you can connect direct to the sound in
of a video monitor if you have onc.

Also on the rear is a phono socket that
produces a synchronisation pulse. When
this signal is connected to the ‘clock in’
socketof anather drum machine, o a sy
thesizer, complex m ompositions
an be creted and performed i perfect
fim

Loading the beat

The software consists of the main driver
program, a quick loader, and a couple of
sound and rhythm files. The software is
totally devoid of such luxuries as hi-res
graphics, DOS commands and the like,
and there is a very good reason for this, to
reserve the maximum amount of memory
for sound storage. The Digidrum sofiware
dont ndend v it 6o every seep.of
the 64's available
Affer loading (about 50 secondsan disk)
you get a menu with the options for pro-
gramming_patern,  composingsaogs
these are just lists of patterns to be




quenced together), options for loading and
saving patterns and songs to and from disk,
options for loading and saving sound files,
as well as a disk directory function, an op-
tion for erasing all patterns and songs, and
an option to adjust the tempo.

‘The software automatically loads in its
standard sound set and a demo rhythm, so
if you are plugged in to an amplifier, you
are all ready to go.

Digidrum provides for cight sounds to
be present in the machine at any time. Th
standard set of sounds contains a cymbal,
open and closed hi-hat sounds, 3 tom
toms, snare and bass drum. Pretty com:
prehensive, I think

Selecting the ‘program rhythm patterns’

possible pattern charts.
visibly displayed as a horizontal bar-chart,
its 38 columns representing the 38 steps
available in each pattern. The vertical
component of the chart contains the sym
bols. representing the 8 possible drum
sounds.

Use the cursor 10 select the step v
wish 1o program, and press the intial letter
of the drum you wish to be played there,
that’s all there is to it!

Several restrictions are imposed here; as
in real life, there is a limit to the number of
drums you can *hit’ at one time, For exam-
ple, you obviously can’t hit the open hi-hat
at the same time s the closed hi-hat, and
you can only it one tom at a time. Given
these restrictions,

sound textures that will boggle your brain!

Store your drums

Digidrum’s file handler automatically
labels s om ik according to_their
nature. All sound files are prefixed with
the initial letter of the sound slot they are

For example, a file prefised as ‘Bfile-
name’ would be loaded as a sound file into
the bass drum slot. This doesn’t mean that
the sound you load in is a bass drum
sound, only that the sound will occupy the
same memory space as the bass drum from
the standard sound set, and the rhythm
patterns wil play that sound as if it was a
bass d

Similarly, any or all the sounds currently
in memory can be saved to disk and
thythm patterns and songs are dealt with

Selecting the '

in the same way

As well as the standard sound ser, the
Digidrum system disk contains an alter-
native sound set called Glass Fantasy, This

various bits of glass kitchenware, and the
end result is quite spectacular and an ex-

cellent demonstration of Digidrum’s
capabilities!

Drums on disk
To_complement the original Digidrum

package, §\'nmm have produced a double
sided s, lerally crammed with sher-
v sounds enging from the abscure to
the ridicalous & from cymbals
o o el o s anaben 4
well as a very nice assortment of latin pe
cussion sounds, and variations on the stan-
dard set. Also included, ironically enough,
are some true electronic drum sounds!

The Digidrum system won't stop there
cither! Vince Hill Associates, the UK
dasributors ssured me that o whole range
of extr disks will shortly be
avaluble, 43 well 2 & fuclty 1o saviple
your own sounds.

For those of you who are adventurous, I
discovered that the sound files contain
pure sound data, and it is possible to load a
sound data block into memory and turn it
back to front! When the Digidrum soft
ware is re-loaded, the reversed sounds take
on a whole new dimension.

‘The manual I received was a preliminary
photocopy, sometimes a little too literal in
its translation from the original Dutch

sion, bt it moee tham adequately covered

all aspects of Digidrum,

Conclusions

o sum up, the Syntron Digidrum

u..g comman
Soing fles winli
Sifl, you cam't have

everything.

yniron Digidrum
® Vince Hill Associates

o £65
£16.50 (soundset diisk)
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©® COMMODORE 64 ® TRANSFER ALL MAJOR TURBOS ® AUTOMATIC ® NO USER KNOWLEDGE

LOOK AT DOSOFT’S NEW OFFERINGS
AND SEE WHAT’S IN THEM FOR YOU

MTYVHON @

B MegaTransfer Disk

ok

et programe
Which NO oher utliny willhandie ®
essntal purchase. Don't confuse Megalransfer

SIS 099
B MegaUtility Disk

limied Capaniites

‘The best transfer utility of the lot’

Your 64 K Disk to Tape Plus
A veratie colection of Disk t0Tape routnes

forsgeand mlipi rog Fsiring

and mlipar
new pe tbo o bl

ed Commercial disks
al verson svaiable— includes
scring scheduier

iy £123°

Value —incorporaies RS lus 1o comvert

yourslow oad programs 0 urbo load

Kisohandies K and 50
astback programs H

et your DoSoft

fromyourdisks a TURBO §
Format Format your new dkkoat TURRO
'@ Bro Speite A high clas sprie

e g12m

® DISK TO DISK @ DISK TO TAPE ® TAPE TO TAPE @ TAPE TO DISK

: How to get y
e P ol ot o ater ik sty ik, Ml oetir s o o
Tasbo Fila ooy cope sk popcs U KT i
pitte

Profenio
atonly £39.99 ung

DoSoft
DoSoft (Dept U), 2 Oakmoor Ave,

K postage included. Europe add 75y You’ll Do it Better
FRESGHELSE ™ with DoSoft

® FAST DISK FILE COPY ® FAST FORMAT

Plus st 521,00 ingle
et £29.99 save $12

® SNOLLJO dVOT O.LNV @ HALILINAAI OS¥N.L @ TNV,

ITMAKES
SOUND LIKE

SYNTRON DIGIDRUM
The Syntron Digidrum is an exciting

professional digital

operate with

drumcomputer
the

Using “live’ digital sound samples
which are encoded onto software the
user has a programmable drum
machine with a sound quality many
times the price.

Easy visual grid programming, hear
the sounds you enter, 51 paiterns
available in memory plus 10 songs
| linking 100 patterns " together are

possible with full copy, insert and
delete functions.

Whether you want to play along to it, do demo's
and record with it, sing along and dance to it or
just enjoy programming it — The Syntron
Digidrum — Get It
The Syntron Digidrum comes complete with a
hardware user port connector, audio out,
trigger out, easy to follow user's guide,
software with the first eight digital
samples including Crash Cymbal,

samples including Syn Drums,

Snare Drum, Bass Drum, Floor Tom,

Hi Tom, Med Tom, Open Hi Hat,

Closed Hi Hat and programming

functions. The software

contains a complete set of Latin percussion, Hand Claps and

There is

already a

ample

Set in preparation which
will contain over

demonstration patterns ‘many more for only £16.50! All purchasers
and songs — All this for \ of the Syntron Digidrum will receive details
just £65.00 Inc VAT, of the new sound samples as they become
S available plus a FREE subscription to the SYNDROMIC
USERBASE which includes a membership card and a FREE

%

quarterly newspaperon computer music and computer
musicians written by leading music and computer journalists.
Please fill out and return the coupon below.

THE BBIG BBBLACK BEAT BBBOX

_____ i Sl g eyl PR |

I 1 woula

like further information 1 would like to order my Syntron
on the Syntron Digidrum Digidrum(s)
NAME
ADDRESS

I Syntron Digidrum — Disk version @ £65.00 inc. VAT
| — Cassette version @ £65.00 Inc. VAT
Please add £2.50 for packaging/postage/insurance.
| | enclose a chequefpostal order — madie payabie to SYNDROMIC MUSIC — to the value

of £
Allorders shouidbe sent o SYNDROMIC MUSIC, Dept CU2,35A Grove Avenue, London N102AS

IDROMIC MUSIC GUARANTEE
Not to Bank your monies until the Goods are ready for Dispatch

Please allow 21 days for delivery digi ever hear such a sound?

|



Business Business Business Business Busine

Now that the

waited Commodore
i shops, (hough nt
anicd by the equally Ton
r vet the double-disk
e already on sale in the States),
s o e i whs oy
tolerated the 64's Timited memory, its
10-column sereen and the speed
limitations of the 1541 must be: is this the

time 10 upgrade?

And having tested three of the familiar
61 packages now made available in 128
format, Precision’s  Superscript
Superbase, and Audiogenic’s Micra-S
spreadsheet, my considered advice 1o every
business user considering the investment
of the £250 or so it will cost to buy the

had got used 10 u particular bit of software,

tart rt series on business

This month, w

at

I run on the new
part, we're looking at thi

nore spec he 64, this possibility

Becare Sical, of o et

used @ 128-plus-1571

combination, and software opimied. 10
et the best possible results from it, i

terms of memory utilisation, 1 can say

s work Now, hav

new machine? What s cost and benefit of upgrading?

ncercly that Commodore have 3 lov-

wuin Part 1 — C-128,

TS il a0 B i i
' —o - the perfect 64 e e e
konvet K

3 1541, you can cha

computer on its own is:
but un do ot walk to your ne

: T oo s e naratle i e
y right ar the price-cur that is endemic \mm.m in vh V._
" e b s
, e st
: St et e e
] U LS by Karl Dallas
: T
: RS TR e i R o T
> and the sir sided hm,‘al of Hn 154 including some which can cost you as little disks, because the disk drive can sense
an overall price of £449. as £1.50 a disk (no, that's not @ misprint, 1 whether it’s dealing with a 1541 or 1571
RTINSO pre S AL
‘ o I e sty S SR g
: e e a0, T I i gt st Sl St b
until Commodore see sense, then that's a  double-sided disks, of course, but this  daisy-chained on to the Jecl oo iie
| TR e e s ol e o o |yt o o e
- SR, ml e S S s
——— e e e
nH me that it is exactly similar to the on you as time goes on. One thing I can
L e i (4 e o O e
machine's doublowiled digk option, and it look half as nice as the 1571, since it uscs The moitor
this is true, then customers may find it still — the ugly vsu type bos, rather than the in problem which users of the 128
Wy ey DAL S i O el e e 2
e v By o g s e
can be applied to the 1570, apart from the  of'a pity since with the 1571, Commodore ~ 80-column display on anything but the
double-sided option. have offered something that hasn't been dedicated 1902 colour monitor, which isn’t
T N L E e e
, that the single-sided limitation will  since the days of lh« Pets, when new  even the price has been announced.
I e e e e R e
T IS et Gy s e I o Y S
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The computer that's been giving you such a fun time with games now
gives you the chance to earn some money. Helping you with word
processing, secretarial work and even running your own business.
All because of the brillant new word processing package,
SuperScript from MicroP ers of WordStar — the world's
best selling word proc: i S

writes letters, invoices, reports,
y(, tables, documents, it stores,edits and
«P ven checki spelliig’
Versatile SuperScript SuperScript combines word el

speling checke alclorand malmerge ity all n one pecloge

e, s, personalsd eiers and s abes iy and ey AVAILABLE FOR

SuperScipt pus you IReditely ot ease COMMODORE 64, 128
ottt ATARI 800XL, 130XE - APPLE lic, lle

cursor You dont een have e the command

rS SuperScript llows you to extend your diting | SuPerScript Word Processing Software is available direct complete with
nis ke financial statements,and with | Comprehensive User Manual. Only £79.95 including VAT and Postage.

ood wi
lneup o250 columnsforwide do
bs it asy o ner prop

e OR FROM ALL GOOD DEALERS.

e S e 2

Good with spelling, 100 1 it in sl ke s NEW g Mg/dﬂﬂ
WORD O

Editing options SuperScript ives you al the ediing options of a

?:f‘:;::::L:::.ﬁ:?:::::&imL‘“”.t‘il:t:m::!T:.'c:1;:.“::“;1‘...“::; PROCESSING

the ability o cut work down 1o 2 minimum by storing your own command
sequences o text on single keys. This means that with a single keystroke you

foad ' ocumen Tormats o cute . rerormmed seqence of
Melllnqs With SuperSaript rnonsiscd malins s cay with
SuperSerpt. You can enter the data manually o use daa extractd from your
preadsheet o dtabase. Mergingcanbe selecive A maiimg abels template

o suit your own label format.
Attention Easy Script users! Ifyou e slready an Easy Script user,

oPro International Lid

poveril fcies, youll be abe 1o do s0 much more Ther ar o
iemseither Y

st Bl Micr
retuming mw Easy Script disk MicroPro. Lcﬂgonwv pps

arth House 28:31 High Stree!, Wimbledon Village,

[g“f,yug/wf/ ORDER FOI

Please sy the oloing

(3 URDER DIRECT BY — UMANA Ltd).

PHONING B =
0483 503121 || EaSSEEEEE T

QUOTING YOUR CREDIT

To Dept CULCUMANA Ltd, Pines Trading Estate, Broad Street, Guildford, Surrey Tamn ©

ary [ superscin 1995 e
anv[] Pl —
ot ecbing Ex Scrpt sk hod b rlned with thi e Commodos o1, 55 Nar OONL, TBOXE. Apie . e

Nan
CARD NUMBER OR BY ﬂ::K CAPS.

CCOMPLETING AND 5
RETURNING THE ORDER = Postcode.
M WITH YOUR Thank ¥

FORM WITH
CREDIT CARD DETAILS
OR REMITTANCE

M. ———

|
|
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TEAM

I's a Wordprocessor!
Prepare professional looking documents by utilizing
an 80 column screen format and simple commands
that enable you.to: vary margins, justify text, search
and replace words or phrases, vary page and paper
length, link unlimited amounts of pages, and move
blocks of text between pages. Printer commands.
include shadow and bold printing, superscript,
subscript, and centering. Print preview mode allows
you to preview your text before you print - view page
breaks, formats, underlining, etc. Print preview works
with infegrated data so you can see where datawill
will be positioned in word processing files. Perfect for
form design and labels,

I's a Spreadsheet!

Performs tedious home, school or business
calculations quickly and easily. Frequently used
formulas can be duplicated throughout the 17
columns and 50 rows. You can assign a name to a
value, for use at another place in the spreadsheet.
Conditionals can be performed on any value or
formula fo fest theories or affect other values and
formulas in the spreadsheet.

It's Integrated!

If You can Only Buy one Great Piece of Software, Buy

For the C-64, C-128, Atari XL and XE Series

MATE

I's a Data Base!
This computerized filing cabinet allows you to store.
and organize mailing lists, inventories, personal files
and much more. These ifems can then be refrieved
by category, name, index code or data range.
Subfiles can be created for custom reports. Storage
capacity yields up o 999 records with 17 fields per
record, and 38 characters per field.

HIGH RESOLUTION GRAPHICS!

You can create a pie chart which will graph up to
nine values. Line graphs and bargraphs can display
up to three variables in one chart. Both positive and
negative values can be displayed. In the bar chart,
each variable can have up to 12 horizontal
increments; the line graph can display up to 50.
Scaling can be automatic or you can define your
own minimum and maximum values. Text mode is
incorporated with each graphic screen. You can
enter text fo fitle a graph, to type in afull description
of each variable. Full cursor movement is available.

Because programs are integrated as a single
system, data can be moved between the programs
without ever having to swap disks. A window
capability allows data to be viewed in one screen,
while working with another set of data in the other
screen. This means you can generate and print
customized reports and letters, with data
incorporated anywhere in the written text.

List Price: Cé4, Atari - £34.95 C128 - £49.95

Team-Mate Software
Debden Green
Saffron Walden
Essex CB11 3LX
Phone 0371 830848

ORDER FORM  Machine Type
| enclose cheque for £
Please charge my Access/Visa No.
Name

Address

Post Code
Signed

Team-Mate is @ product of

TRIEMICRO ® 15
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10 use @ previous work disk or format a
new one, 1 TRL>+<Q>
which alowed me to LOAD Superbas
tialise a work

pressed <G

< U >tility

users to configure for

r own purposes.
These can be set up temporarily, merely
by using the SET COMMAND menu
option, or they can b
work disk

set_up within the
e by typing in 3

presents
<Up-arrow> represents <
followed by a

<Up-arrow>

\mu ess to
hich
pressing
, followed

aining
the program includ
file of n
requently employed key
o 'scroll forward one
to mvﬂ one scre
P
Siable printer), and 8o on,
1 must say | rather d the macro
facility on my 64 version of Superscript,
a the

oy e

sequences
for bold
(on

superior  disk  access

ed me to make use of it,

ded up even more.

ot Superscript and Superbase co-
the fact that in

an address only 64K

1 the limitation that

speed
and

memory wa

once it o programs
divided up the 125K of RAM between
them

In my experience, a computer that can
handle only one program at a time is
much use in a_business, b
When you are writing you need to check an

address dtsbase, 1o name

what the jargon-merc
rrency, allowing each to occup
own window on screen so that both could
be viewed simultancously, I found it
easy 10 zip between them — again, 1 set up.
Surprisingly

St

ite

os 10 make

if you do this by telling
he S

To reverse the

antly
superscript”

<RETURN> and
omplete  with

The most abvious application of this co-

residency s in mailmersi
personalised circ

required data from S

This is the i

Inventory file on new calc Superbase

nation isexactly
holding in a
combination of the two programs is a
naral develo

you'd be

ment
cision produced an earlier

ss Pet,
whereas
95

Supersrit for the 128 costs only

packase which s aceually beter,faste and
neater than the old “Superoffice” (without
the irritating delay on

Keystrokes, which previ
the best packa;
You

for the 8000 serics).
can invoke Superscript from within
with the ript” — no
tial — or

‘suP” o

p-up menus make Swit the easiest
spreadsheet around.

re mail-merging, pa
o Tt produced from withi
s follows: suP from

8 L“dlletterfile < Up-
arrow > m/pmp® which will LOAD the
< letterfile”, and execute a mai

the records indexed in

way, the maximum length of a
progra
o 62K

fom the 4K when
launched.

increased

file,
St il

sare sopbisticated
ile.

Pve made no secret of the fact that 1

believe the two individual programs are

just about unbeatable value for the 64, and
siderably reinforced by

spreadsheer
first came out

fraction of he pricd are Sell prescty phes
the 80-column screen and

an_enlarge

eet size of 16256 cells (64 horizontal X
254 vertical), compared with 6604 on th
64, ata

previous version (
h

v.‘rn.‘ with

the strength of these three

power to
price that would allow you to buy only
software for the average PC.

achine in its CP/M mode — and at
the moment 1
ch;

should be in a position to Reveal All,
including tome of that Incredible
£1.50 software, plus how to ge!
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* THE « HAPPY *HACKER *

New-Look
Micronet

What's Micronet offering the 64?

Micronet has never offered the
modem-owning Commodore 64
user anything like the service it
heaps on fo the BBC and
Spectrum machines. But that's
all sef to change: Micronet is all
set to tempt 64 buffs away from
arch-rivals Compunet with a
new package of goodies. Ken
McMahon reports,

Ivs nearly a year now since the Com-
modore 64 was deemed worthy of its own

K, every now and then a new title
was added to the meagre stock of telesoft-
ware available. Occasionally a new feature,
news item, or review appeared. 1 can
remember accessing the 64 Microbase on

could almost see the cobwebs
hanging off it

All that is now due to change, but it has
taken Micronet a whole ye

scribers having problems downloading the
stuff, Micronet were struggling to get it up
there in the first place. Thankfuly, from
everyone’s point of view, these problems
have been sorted out by Y2 Computing’s
Mustang software.

Mustang also allows the full range of
Micronet facilities to be accessed including
downloading of telesoftware using the
Commodore modem. It has come to the
tme when Compunet subscriptions willor
will not) be renewed e first time.
Perhaps Micronr bave sl
fact that ot going o tempt the
disident Compunettrs oves the wal with
old news and software.

SOLELY 64

Solely 64 is administered and organised
not by Micronet, but by ex-publican Andy
Waller. A self-taught Commodore en-
thusiast and expert, Waller cut his teeth on
Micronet’s Clubspor. Within a relatively
short time he outgrew the two hundred
page format and Solely 64 was born

Solely 64 has g
greater interaction and speedier updates,
Help-Line aims to provide answers for 64

owners stuck with a programming or hard-
ware problem and is a useful alternative to
banging your head on the wall.
uploaded the _problem,
‘have the solution on-line within
a couple of days. As well as having your
own specific queries answered the Help-
Line is a useful place to pick up general
programming tips.

For gamers the Hinis and Tips section
provides a source of tactical advice for
adventurers and stuff of a more general
‘These categories are not hard and

, it gets to appear on
screen. Naturally enough, if you are in
possession of any such juicy snippets, An-
dy would appreciate a mail

If you're thinking of buying a game, or
have done so and have a strong opinion of
it one way or the other, it might be worth

oo L

FEARGAL SHARKEY |

Micronet's Celebrity
Chatline, as the title
suggests, has the
equivalent of a phone-in
each month — with a

Acorn. Last month the
Micronet team pulled off
their biggest coup. Feargal
Sharkey solo pop singer,
ex-Undertone and, more

The main thrust of Micronet’s drive to
recruit Commodore users in their hordes is
the Solely 64 area: four hundred and fifty
frames of news, reviews, technical help,
and general chit chat about the subject
closest to the hearts of all 64 owners.
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Past
have included Williai
Powell, MP, who mlroduced
the C

member and 64 owner was
on-line io answer pseplo s
ueries.

Act to counter piracy, and
Dr Alex Reed, Chairman of

was 1here to record ihe
event...



taking a look at “Your Reviews’. This is
where ‘you the public’ get the chance to air
your views on the latest software, hard-
ware, anything with the word Commodore

in it

On the editorial side, those interested in
such thiny n't?) can catch up on
the latest gossip and events, most Com-
modore related, some not. The turnaround
time is quite fast, Andy updates it every
day.

SOFTWARE

Software is_available in two forms o

you can download sftwars ot sy
time, ight or

o pretty
Hilcroua: echo e offi & rwaaty oo
discount on most of their software — the

comperitive;

8002022

ZNews

Big

CBM

stories of '84;

as reported by Micronet

Commodore at Corby
Cunnan Compune t
Commodore 's modem

4 Modem update

Compunet modem review

C-16 +4
Commodore Show
Compunet close
More on C'ne

93 Tramiel
Hacking with
Compunet lates

in sneak lat

buys
the C64

nch

up

Atari

More up-to-date news for 64 owners.

<hre you nervous?” asks Migronefs
sid Smith as Feargal Sharkey
saunters over fo the ferminal. “No,

notl" comes Feargal's
ffing Derry reply.Well you are go-
ing out fo 10,000 people in a mo-

" gefthe impression thot Micronet

earlier Feargal
went out live to four million people
on the Late Late Breakfast Show.
This is peanuts.

Not fo say Feargal freats this as a
chore. There are better ways o pro-
mote a single than on Micronet.
No, he's info the whole thing. As the
proud owner of a Macintosh, Tandy
100 and best of all @ Commore 64,
computers feature considerably in
his life. He's an enthusiast and a
serious member of Micronet, fre-
quently fo be found on-line when
he has the fime.

The first thing 1 learn from him, in
fact, is that his mailbox is frequently
‘hacked’ by fans who leave all kind

HACKED!

of messages even though he's X-
Directory.

He's also a Commodore User
reader. The picture is not a set-up.
He had bought the mag that morn-
ing as soon as it hit the newstands.
“I'm always tempted to enter the
competitions, but I'm frightened so-
meone will see my name and sa
‘what a cheapskate'™'. We wouldn't
be 5o uncharitable.

We seffle down fo wail for the first
queries to come through. It doesn't
take long, Feargal is soon humm-

ing over the questions whilst
Micronet's Sid hammers out the
answers and sends them back.
Feargal doesn't interfere with him,
apart from inferjecting to point out
the odd spelling mistake that crops

during the frequent pholo sessions
that interrupt the evening.

e predictable single and video
questions are in there. plus a few in
jokes from members that Feargal
has had previous contact with. A
message asking about the lIrish
question appears. Feargal groans
and it is passed over rapidly. "I
don't mind falking about it", he
says, but *
especially not in fen lines!”

Quite ‘a few people are in-
terested in Feargal’s 64. What
musical add-ons does he use? I'm
interested as well. I furns out that
the only one he uses seriously is
Supersoft's Microvox Digital
Sampler. I fact, it crops up on the
Bsside of his next single ‘Someone
for Somebody' ofherwise he
spends fime composing on a
£60,000 Fairlight

hat games does he play,
though? “I'm not info games that
much. | love Ariolasoft's Aarchon, |
got it whilst | was in Los Angeles. |
did fry fo buy Eiife, but the shop

limit” 1'am hapy fo report that a
kindhearted Micronet member
presented Feargal with a spare
copy fo take away with him.

Two hours later the questions are
still coming down the line. Sid asks
Feargal if he's tired yet, but no way
is Feargal moving. He's happy in
front of a monitor. Anyway he's only
got to fly fo Amsterdam tomorrow

morning. ik Patodan

Kiod ofsruffthat s recly avallable i the

on supy
duplicating and distribution costs. Also,
most of the games you'll find are no longer
being stocked by dealers. It therefore
seems reasonable to expect that discounts
sregven tothe eineer

As well as the big name games such as

iagser Gt 15 Holtomaod Blach Hewh
and-the Gilsot adventures, Micronet arc
pursing ¢ policy f providiog mre utlty
software. of this will be sophisticated
Comms packages by peaple like Y2 Com-
puting, for which you will have to pay the
going rate. If you budget won't run to that,
there s a wide selection of cheap and even
free software available. The best bargain 1

Most of the bargain basement stuff is
sent to Micronet by little known com-
panies or individuals. They're selective
about what they put on the system so even
at the cheaper end of the range quality
should be high. IFit’s not, you can express
your dissatisfaction by giving it a lousy
Vote. The wise buyer would check out
other voters’ opinions as well as any
Micronet reviews on the software before
taking the plunge

SOFTSHOP

Micronet also_provide a mail-order soft-
ware service. Sofishop is the place to find

Ocean. You tell Micronet what you want,
give them your credit card number, and
within two to three days it in the post. If
you're not a member of the plastic money
brigade it takes a little longer, but you'il
gt the game when they get your cheque.
The reason you can't get these games
down the phone line like the others is that
the software houses licensing agreements
forbid electronic  transmission.  Why?
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Because in these days of ultra sophisticated
‘marketing techniques the game is only hal
the product. If you can’t sell it with the
oversized bo, free T-shirt, badge and pin-
up poster, then you can’t sell it at all.

THE NET WARS

The thousand odd Commodore ~sub-
scribers to Micronet will no doubt be very
pleased to see that things are at long last
improving, But is Micronet doing enough
o attract 64 owners not yet bitten by the

comms bug?
A year ago, in this esteemed journal, 1
of

st the case), they were the only two o
works providing a srvice for 64 owners,
A year is a long time in communications,
Yome. of the.arguments remain the
i, Hers's st oF the #ik 2t oF

wmplnsm
cess speed: Compunet is slow,

r-

often_cumbersome directory
structure slows things down even more. At
least Micronet doesn’t involve you in
interminable wating

8 Software cholce: In terms of software

But \\uronﬂ now has a better spread of
games, but as far as utilities, business and
Caucaional sotwae go T say Componet

still has the edge. How long that situation
exists remains o be seen

® Information: The crunch comes when
et 1o information. It used to be the

you

105 all very well being able to pull up
screen after screen of news in scconds, but
ot much use when that news is 50 old
nobody is inte

I Micronet's l’uh\m!, Manager Peter
Probert is to be believed: “The cmphasis
of the Solely 64 area will be on information
rather than software”. As this has already
begun to happen, I see no reason to doubt
his words. As long as it continues in the
same vein, Compunet will have a hard job

st thing going for Sole-
¢ it is but a small part of
Micronet which has to cater for eighteen
thousand odd other members. This means
you get access to information of a more
general €, as well as things like
Siaras and Chuie,

Multi-user gaming: Starnet is to
Micronet what MUD is to Compunet —
their on-line multi-user game. Starnet has
een, and never will be (despite a
ed facelift) as good as MUD. The lat
as the
tonately xp

e an on-line talk-
ing shop_for Mumnmrus of all ilks

drawback of

Chatline is that it often takes
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MICRONET
.

11
12
13
14
15
4
S
9 Micronet Main

Program Feedback
Help and Advice

Me.

Buy some, get some free: 64 telesoftware

on Micronet.

half an_hour for your message to go on
line, which makes chatting a laborious
process

Soon to appear however, is Mainframe
Chasline wich will ron ot he dlays and

the fact that people like to talk to each
other and has just started its very own
Chat-On-Lie section in The Jungl

CONCLUSIONS

1 could go on forever, or at least for a
very long time, describing what you
get for your money on Micronet and
Compunet and let you draw your own
conclusions.

However, at the risk of making a
few enemics, let me simply say this.
Now that Micronet has at long last
started to provide the kind of service
that 64 owners deserve it puts Com-

— FAIN
11-Editorial
12-News & Views
13-Hints

14-Network News

punct well in the shade. Unless Com

et do something fo_tighten up
Tacie dirsitory Strucises snd spasd wp
response times there won’t be a com-
parison to make.

For more information:

® Compunet
© 7-11 Minerva Road
n

fel: 01-965 8866

® Micronet

® Durant House
Herbal Hill
London EC1R 5EJ
fel: 01-278 3143

800133a

21-Your Revieuws

-Latest Updates

-The

Directory




Precision Software’s

for your
Commodore 128

The Programmable
The Intelligent Database
Word Processor A= Forsnserauaityandprotessionaiiem,
; 7 Siperbase isina assofits own
Tvcvm Dnhzv\y. Cummudme Nwlwns July 1965 Easy togetstarted -

Whatis Superseript 2 - manual

facity.

Tabies iss,

‘completeness. You'l enoy the manual's easy syle, s plentiul lustrations and

thepopr Easytouse—
350,000 copies woridwide, so you knowyou can rely i

Simple for the beginner

putyouimmediately at ease: q otahai 2 dep sl
Each commandis asingle word, and for sach command here's an extraline of
You

don't

ovenhave totype the command! seloct,sortand outputdata exactly s you need . To begin with,you'lbe accessing

2 wired action. Nothing could be simpler !
Powerfulfor the experienced user s e

o commands.
aglossa
operations. That sintefigence!
Editing options

ine. But his sjust the beginning.

ertul
BASIC

Soarch cass shfelor snge worgs el Bocka it Ang U 0T aig
i database o increcibe power
Good with numbers Loy

R T

properlyjustiied tables of numbers The integrated office

Sublract multply, dvide,
v i abily 1.8 ows, ORI or ven whGle (a0es.

Good with spelling, too

wihoutever having oreload. Thal s integration!

worldwida. They've proved s power and flexibity, and reaised s benefis:

naddtion ‘Noneed for swapping o reloacing
Mailings with Superscript # Builtinsingle rive back-up ity
Personal: perscript :

ihequat 1o/notedat 010ge. A malng abelstomale s nduded e You heats § A ———
o a inciing I BASIC mat
27 les deop
Attention Easy Script users | i

Withits

‘question-and.answer session.

dataor Easy Spell dictionary disks under Superscrit * Supports a standard prnter interfaces

INFORMATION/ORDER FORM
et typing crde hase 9995
proficiency. using proven keyt pree. D
techniques. Al the family canlearn totouch- m Sl o
type athome, acaquiring a valuable skil Soocin” berype o)

pe

K"hw feaions] e e e sl Cragamy [JAccsss CIVia,  Gordio
Name
Aadess
F——
e Tovace Wovcomas ot Surey KT4 732 England
apmona. 1.0 i i ooLaeE) PRECIS
; Sona
}\\:w‘\:h“m Samtae . ugenyoe annere war ORCALL US ON 01-330 7|56

Postcode







Nice Identity.
Shame about the Password.

I's a unique combination

Your Special Identity Number
and Personal Password. The valu-
able key to huge databases teeming
with activity, set on our Mainframes
across the nation.

On Micronet 800, you're a
valued individual, adding your own
special flavour and personality to the
database

Take our exciting new  Gallery”

- You control your personal screens

| forall to see. The intriguing*Chatline™

public conversation service gives
you freedom to express your views
and meet some remarkable people.

All partof a tremendous Commu-
nications section that networks you
050,000 Micronet and Prestel users
across the country. Try Teleshopping.
or interview celebrities live on
“Celebrity ~ Chatline” every
Wednesday night

And there's FREE (& instant)
National Electronic Mail, plus Inter
national Telex, and the Contact and
SwapShop bulletin boards.

Get computer news first_on

Micronet’s daily (and controversial)

Newsflashe:

| latest reviews and courses. Feast

from our regularly changing menu of

programs to download straight into
your micro - absolutely free.

You also get drcess o Educa-
tional Computing hool Link™
and Prestel's hugc 300,000 page
database, including world news.
business & share bulletins and
optional homebanking. For only
£16.50 per quarter, that's less than

micronet,

the price of a daily paper!
The only accessory you need is

and read up on the | a Modem, to get the best value for
[ mone; d

around in micro communi-

cations.

Fill in the coupon for the full
facts and send to Micronet 800,
8 Herbal Hill, London ECIR SEJ.
But be warned, Micronet 800 is a
“living’ service with ever-expanding
features. Somaybe you'd be better to
call in at your local Micronet 800
Action Station. There are thousands
of Micronetters waiting to meet you !




541 DISK UTILITY
COMPLETELY NEW — INCLUDES ALL THIS
DOCTOR V2 - allows you to read and write any track or sector, including extra and
renumbered iracka ekiva and renumbered sacors. and ooks undemeath READ
ik, o format any individual track or halbrack
fromtrack 0 1041, Redefne any of 30 parameters ncluding racks per zone.
secorsporrac bitcensiy. data bock i dana biock l Dytss, haader and aata

Hlock 15 hoacer and algape ffbytes,sincs st Tis slows you 0 creste o
recrea sk ormat and less than
T soconds

bytes. checksum and header gap. Rewrite. the entrre header and header gap.
Renumber sectors. Also edit any sector tai-gap.

R LOOK - the fastest. most thorough error detector ever ges you al
ecessary paramalers for backing up. delects all errors, extra and renumbered
ciors.era and enumbercd racs, hlf-racks, from Sk 01041
RROR MAKE - make 20, 21. 22, 23, 2 read errors on any individual rack
ang sectorand receine any hocossary amaters. and-von reclaate Gata uncer
e original error. Also includes a mathod of pravening your disks from being
rapwedhyrveslﬂ\sku’ jers

Copy ik wihcne e i e tan two mines. Copy

partall fled sk in oven less tm
AST FILE COPY — transiers fies over fue tmos fastr than norma,loacing and

TOR - il compactany machine code program. Can compact fles by

502%: saves disk space and loading tim

DISK LOOK - e uimats arectory and fle manpulaton utiy. Sort tne drecoryn
ny way you ike. EGit DOS version. Display flle start and end addres

Dassemdle.an

e with Standard and. samplarantad op coass. Eon SAM.

Unscrt s Pus more

DRIVE ST DISK ERASE DISK MON, DISK LOG. BASIC

coMDAcYumuNCOMPAcmN & FILEMAKER, make your 1541 play the
speed ana sl

TOOLKIT IV s undoubtedly the most comy
1541 arve, yat it couldn' be.more u
comprehansive instruction manual. Yot
Reauily advertised, more sxpansive utlites.
R C-64 OR C-128 ONLY
BUY IT NOW - £22.95 and fast delivery)
Overseas orders please add £1.00

....w. ik uilty av
Supplied on- disk.
s sy you bough those

forthe

MPS SOFTWARE (DEPT CU)
36 ALEXANDRA GROVE
LONDON N4 2LF, ENGLAND
01-800 3592

me it I you've seen an
ate & nardware at
8595
£7.45
£7.45
7.5
£7.45
7.5
£495
€7.45
£7.45
s7.45
€745
895
s7.45
7.5
ng £595  Trey Soda Millor £7.45
595 Dr Who and Minesof T £11.20
595 Citcal M £6.7
£6.70 DIsKks
£675 1120
£595 £1120
745 £1120
am 745 £1120
745 £9.75
745 11.20
£7.45 sTicks
i £7.45  Ou €595
£7.45
AING CHRISTIAS PEFIOD
REVIEW LINE SOFTWARI
16 Kilnknowe Place, Galashiels, Semrksmu TO11RH

play games
don’t cut out
this ad.

I Because after LPA micro-PROLOG
games are just kids stuff. It's a powerful

I programming language that can be usefully
applied in a short time that points the way to

I computing of the future. Japan has chosen
PROLOG.

l Andthoughit's notagame, itis fun.

Orders can be despatched before
| Christmas so send now for full details.

.PﬁSLBG
Logic Programming Associates Ltd
Department CU1, Studio 4,
The Royal Victoria Patriotic Building,
LONDON SW18 35X Tel: 01-871 2016

If you want to |

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
i

BOOKS -

7 PRICE OR LESS!!

: ; GREENWELD
i ELECTRONIC
COMPONENTS

A et caotins 4430 Millbrook Road, Southamptan
u SO1 OHX. Tel: (0703)772501783740.

hour answer phane.

IEI

B PRI ), DU



nmy's Tips

Tommy's Tips Tommy's Tips Tomz

Sprites for Pacman
Dear Tommy, 1 have a slight
problem in using sprites when
writing a pacman game on my 64, T
need to check for the pacman (which

check collision with pacman and
dots. I would be very happy if you
could solve my problem.

There are two ways of doing this; one

setting the interrupt mask register (53274)
and then testing the interrupt flag register
(53273) when an interrupt oceurs to see if
ithas been caused by  pric collsion

e second method can be used from
Busic and should be used aher cach move
of a sprite. The following lines will check
for collision between sprites and between
sprites and data (UDGs)
IF (PEEK(3279)AND( X)) THEN
GOSUB (sprite collision routine)
IF upﬁamsazvs;umz X)) THEN
GOSUB (data collision routine)
Note that the test uses BOOL

of books available which cover the subject,
Raeto West's excellent
Programming the 64,

New ROM for old

r Tommy, 1 have a Commodore
4 T40 di Aeive upEsated oo
1541) and a Scikosha GP-100VC
st

problem is that at times the

«
Audiogenic who were very helpful

Happencd with CYB (Gheck You
Bank) and also with programs that 1
have entered m;

chip that I fitted into the 1540 but
the problem is still there with the
printer connected direetly to the
computer serial port.

One final point is the hang up will
sometimes occur after a few lines of
prinding, sometlmes after 20 or 30
lines and sometimes not as
Your problem s due to the ROM in the
printer timing _ differences
between the Vic-20 (for which this printer

was designed) and the 64. In the same way
that you had to fit 2 new ROM in the 1540

64 thousand dollar r question s whether you
ld of a printer ROM at
o o 1 g word with

If you can't get hold of one, then T am
afraid there are only two ways round the

s sctualy s e progosns
skt et problem. The screen is
turned on and off s follows:

POKE 53263,11 turns it off

POKE 53265,27 turns it back on.

Two for the 16

Dear Tommy, About three weeks
ago I was reading a computer
‘magazine with an article about
memory expansion for the C-16.
Then as I own one I was interested
in whether or not plus/4— only
software would run on the C-16 with

A couple of gremlins got loose in this
column in the October issue. In the

hiccup was
routie (Test e \lnps) i 20 should
have rea

20 FOR A = 2289 TO 40959

Apologies to anyone who had problems
with those, I'll be keeping a can of DD
handy in future just in case the gremlins

try to make a regular appearance!

this expansion. It is made by Micro
Component Trading Co. and sells for

.95,

Secondly I saw a book for
Commodore Computers called
Machine Code for CBM Computers
retailing at £8.95. Looking through it

different type of machine code or is
it compatible with the C-16?

To answer your first question, this rather
depends on the software. If it is written in
Basic then there s no reason why it will
not work, provided there is enough

Specific 1o the Pl Tt quitc Tely that
programs that run on the C16 will ork on
the Plus/4, but unfortunately the reverse is
ot always the case. You may be able 0 ry
loading the program in the shop on a Cl6
before buying it, if you explain the reason
10 the dealer.

On your second query, the theory and
‘methods of operation are the same for both
machines, so learning machine-code from a
book written for other Commodore
machines should not be a problem. You
may not be able to run all the example
programs for the Plus/4 however, for the

¢ b
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fTommys Tips Tommy's Tips Tommy's Tips T

Wacky Password
Dear Tommy, I must say that your
part of the mag is the part I find
‘most interesting, but less of the
crawling and on to the question. I
have a Commodore 64 and am
wondering if it is possible to change

password before you could use the
computer?

You can’t actually alter the power-up
message unless you are using an auto-start

can actually enter any program to change
it. The only way you could achieve your
aim of requesting a password beforc any
use could be made of the computer would
be to burn an EPROM containing the
necessary code (plus the auto-start code of
195, 194, 205, 56, 48 starting at address
32772). The EPROM would then have t0
be mounted on a cartridge unit, addressed
so that it started at 32768; the first two
bytes being the jump address of the start of
the actual program code.

course, the obvious answer o anyone
who didn't know the password is to
remove the cartridge before powering up,
s0 you would also have to incorporate a
heck value within the cartridge which is
accessed by the programs you wish to

crash if the cartridge was not present when
they were run. However, this is obviously
not feasible if you are talking about using
commercial programs rather than ones you
e writen yourset

£y terested in making such
are a number of suppliers
G EPROM units for the 64, such 2 Light.
9 5050, or Zero
0493 842023, You can
pay around £60-470 for
everything you will need to get started
though, so this might be a rather expensive
and rather bizarre solution to your

bl

problem.

Looking at TED

Dear Tommy, 1 have been told llml
ED’,

rather like the VIC chip in the Vic-20

and 64, but the manual makes no

‘mention of it. What is this chip and

what does it do? Can it be POKEd to

like the vm chip and if so what are

fou sre i C16 does have
chip called TED. Bmum it controls the

Its rather a complex chip and not one that
you can play around with lightly; at least
Dot if you want your C16 to do something
gseful since you won't setally damage i
by POKEing around in

"The 32 main registers,stare. at SEFO0
(65280) and. finoh a1 SFFIF (3311
There are also two registers at SFF3E and
SFF3F; these are the ROM and RAM

110 COMMODORE USER

sclect respectively. The TED chip also

memory; 2048-3071 is
the colour attribute area and 3072-4095 is
the area where the character pointers are

‘The following registers will probably be
of most use to ¢ ho want to play
around with interrupts ctc:
65289—Interrupt Register bits 7- i
follows: IRQ, T3, ne, T2, T1, 1L}
RAST, ne
(ne=no connection, T3=TIMERS3 etc,
RAST=Raster Interrupt)
65290—Interrupt Enable Register;
Bits 7-1 as above, Bit 0 is Raster

65291—Raster Compare Register
(©-7) + “bit 8 from 65290 bit 0

ove.
65300—Video Matrix Base (bits 3-7)
s for PEEKs and POKES, try these for
star
§3297—bits 0.3 Sound Votume
65297—bit 4 select Voice 2
65297—bit 5 select Voice 1
65294—Freq Sound 1
65298—bits 0-1 MSBs Freq Sound 1
65295—Freq Sound 2
65296—bits 0-1 MSBs Freq Sound 2
A very under-rated register is 65287. Try
this litle trick
E 65287, PEEK (65287) OR 128.
Now print_some characters and some
graphics using both the CBM key and the
ey to obtain both sets of graphics,
Nowpr press CTRL/RVS ON and type some
more character keys; you will now be in
lower case mode, which means that you can
have upper and lower case, plus both sets
of graphics on screen at the same time!
he TED chip is nothing if not versatile.

Raise the alarm

Dear Tommy, 1 have two questions
to ask of you. First of all, could you
give me a routine for the 6:

would enable me to produce an
alarm and at the same time a
countdown sequence? I have the

included, but the trouble is that
when the alarm goes off I can’t get
the timer to work as well to shut the
program down after a certain time.
Secondly, how do you make letters
come up on the screen with a blip
for each one produced, much the
same as the instruction screens on
Ghostbusters. I want to include this

to do it is to incorporate a time
check within the main loop of the alarm
ogram. Set up the timer variable using
the jiffy clock (1) plus the length of time
you wish the alarm to sound for. Then
check whether the jiffy clock has reached
the value of the timer variable and if it has
then return from the alarm subroutine.
The following two lines of code will need
to be inserted; the first before the alarm
routine is called, and the second inside the
main loop of the alarm routine:
TV=TI+(LN*60) where LN is the

length of time in seconds.

IF TI>= TV THEN POKE VL0:
RETURN where VL is the volume
register (to turn off the alarm sound). You

ur second query, the follow-
ing short p)ugxzm gives an example of how
o ote for each character printed

2

30 rmNTMms(As L)

40 GOSUJ

SONEXTL

60 END

1000 POKE BASE +4,65

1010 FORDL = ITODR:NEXTDL

D=2: $=0: DR=50
2040 POKE BASE +5,16%A + D
2050 POKE BASE + 6,16*S + D
2060 POKE BASE + 4,64

2070 POKE54296,10

Alter the speed at which the characters are
printed by changing the value of the delay
variable DR in line 2030.

16 printer problem

Dear Tommy, I am a Commodore
C16 owner, and I recently purchased
an MPS-801 printer. In the User’s
Manual (page 30)is a short program
int a hard cop:
Serven. Bt this i W saly
compatible for the Vie-20 and 64.
Could you please tell me what lines T
need 0 add or delete? Could you
also tell me if there is a way of
duinping s copy of cheme giagras
rom a Pro-Program to the printer?
There are three lines that need to be
altered to epabe the program 1o be run on
o line 60030 change PEEK
(8451255 10 PEEK (1342)*256. In line
60060 change the 22 to 40 inside the
brackets. Finally, line 60050 should be
altered s for the 64 (shown at the bottom
of the page in the manual)
However, there is also a mistake in the
program: ine 0100 should read 60010
ASS + QTS + ROS and not as
pnm:d in the manval Note that hi pr-
gram will only dump a lo-res screen (text
d graphics o :haﬂcxzrx) and will not work
for hi-res d
Asne he chess progmam i would heve
machine-code dump routine; the
mmcuhv being in halting the chess pro-

they are stored in
sipulion ] possible o give
& penceatised dicmp progee
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Chegues payable fo Commodore User
uemusen(»cquerorms

lenclose a postal order for

Iwishto! poy9\5byi\::=53/\/;sc (delete as applicable)
Name of Card _No

Expiry Date Signed ___

Address
Postcode

Tick Box

a
a

Please send me the following 2 Commodore 64 games.

Tick Box Tick Box

SpyV: o MrRobot o
PsiWarrior o Atec_ O
Lords Of Midright ] Mychessll [
Ankh o Poyron_—_ [0
Shodowfire [

Return coupon I

o
BKT, Dowgate Works, Douglas Road, Tonbridge, Kent TN9 2T,




\CK-UP-SYSTEMS FOR CBM-64 & VIC-20*

BACKUP BOARDMK..

Shck oM 0
sicxr. soumD

BACKUP BOARDK..

ik

'UP.BOARDMK.2.B software £14.50
AZIMUTH HEAD ALIGNMENT TAPE -, NTERCEFTOR a
HOM SWITCHRESET BOARD. .

s

TURBOTRONIC,
46 Ripon Street, Parkinson Lane, HALIFAX, West Yorkshire, X1 3UG.
Tel: (0422) 52020

COMMODORE 84, 128 AND VIC20
TAPE BACK-UP BO,

““THE BEST VALUE FOR MONEY BACKUP AL —

RESET CARTRIDGE

G THE COMMODORE 64"

CLARK KENT SOFTWARE
26 North Cape Walk, Corby, Northants NN18 900

Programming the Commodore 64
H he C64 Il\ndh(mk

For C54 C128 and 8000 series
* Accounts *

Etc.
All easy to use. Refund if not delighted.
ELECTRONIC AIDS
Twekesbury (Ltd), 62 High Street, Evesham,
Worcestershire WR11 4HG
Tel: 0386 493339

VAT receipt required

OU CA
D
A o}
Q
S
DEMAND YOUR COPY NO OMP
REE POSTER — BEFOR
00 LA
OMMODOR 6/P 4
REGA 0 AR D

HINTS - POKES - MAPS
MONTHLY HANDBOOKS FOR COMMODORE 6: 8
OWNERS. HUNDREDS OF GAME PLAYING TIPS IN

EACH EDITION, PLUS, COMPETITIONS AND
SOFTWARE OFFERS.
COMMODORE ARCADE HANDBOOK.
ADVENTURERS HANDBOOK .
commonons GAME REVIEW HANDBOOK ... £0.75
nd Cheque or P.O. to:—
&D SERVICES (cu)
1538 ASHTON OLD FOAD, HIGHER OPENSHAW,
ANCHESTER M11 1JG.
Tel: 061-370 5666

enagrEHORSE BOFTWA.
ELITE CHEAT*

on i
595 Uporads o Eite s
AN veAn URETIAS OFFEn

1500 e 11500
To CRAZYHORSE SOFTWARE
23 o Gloas, Uil Saphurat, Cambare. Suey. GU17 6KU

Bk Parager

BANK MANAGER

BANK MANAGER
BANK MANAGER

CBM 84 OR C128 (compledy TAPE .50, DISK £11.85

Data - Ade

BACKUP

CBM 64, C128 OR VIC 20: £1295
TEN DAY HONEY BACK GUARANTEE

Wirhbone Software

FOR THE BEST IN HIGH GUALITY SOFTWARE

*THE COM PATIBLE KEYPAD %

GUARANTEED TO WORK WITH ALL SOFTWARE OR WE
GIVE FULL REFUND! ggc g CBM 64

W NOT software driven-saves
TIME and MEMORY.

W Simple fitting with
adaptor connector.

W Leaves all ports free.

| Full travel key switches.

Cheques/PO’s

COMMERCIAL PRODUCTS tel: (0293) 30174

11 Hylands Close, Fumace Green, Crawley, Sussex RH10 6RX.

BANKER 64
1 ou e fed up 10t beingsble 0 Keep rac o you bank account 1 rogram may
e/t wnat 100 re locking for S o use 831 1 men drven i wh hol fl

ry Good valoe a £6.25 iak, £400 ta
RAM FILE

Keep rack ofsour Softvare.Racords, Stam Collscto, Addsse tc.wih s
i il areuse G neabi, Powertl

e pregran s ver oo valoe at £6.25 disk, 4,00 tape
i Ot Boty programs E16.Dist Bai, .m..m €700 Tape.
nclude VAT & P

RONICS.
27 Donham W  Sussex TNST 7XPTok (0797) 25549




o H This is it — the definitive guide to musical
add-ons for the 64. You can't miss our

music special in your newsagents next
month. It will have a flexi-disk on the
front cover with a medley of hits by
Heaven 17 — composed on the new
TMS music system. Discover the sounds
hidden in your 64 with this definitive
guide.

G FORCE

The crack team have been busier than ever lately writing our new BIGGER reviews of
the latest Christmas releases. For your enjoyment we check out Jeff Capes Strong Man
Game, Rock and Wrestle, Rambo, Commando, Lord of the Rings, Gyroscope,
Mercenary, all the cheapies, and all the compilations. Just don't forget, G Force reviews
are always first and best.

HAPPY HACKER £,,000

Incroducing a new Mr. Hacker with a new look guide to
whats going on at Compunet and Micronet. Plus

MODEMS — what are they, which one, how much, and
where to buy.

FREE TYPE IN PRIZES
G AM ES Win TMS Music Systems, Elektra Glide's, Zoids and

Commodore User a month for 1986
Can't afford ten quid for the latest smasherooney? Worry
not, there are always short, free games to type in CU

HOT SHOTS

Al the news that THEY don’t want you to know about in
this New Year Sleeze Special.

On sale Saturday December 21.
Make sure of your copy now.



CLASS

FED

Vic20 plug-ins

CBMé4 softwar

Commodore 64 etoce

Units 10/11, Imperial Studios, Imperial Road, London SW6
AP Our P ou

PROFESSIONAL Interpod for sale 541 disk drive
ommodore Repairs
The complte Commador Sarce

Graph Plot
ommodore
i Swap fop softwar
Rt A

* Fll slaghone dlgnosi and
OBMEN 4841 TC___inflation-fighting prices
s o0 i
(Trade and overseas enauiries welcme)
C16 games. Half price
CBMe4 plus 1541
Norwegian
Microcom 16

Vie20
64 software

Sing af sight

- tees

Spanish, Arabic

Vic 20 games

Urgently required:

Colour monitor

Cames, CaN

Com 1541

Two CBMea 1541

BYTE E

1 i
795

o5 o
895 750
995 750
995 750
995 750

50

Rt 3 b Tormaks Pty
iog on 8 Spring
5. ooch Tet ekt

Grenins
Word Cp 1
The s
The ik
Soys Domie
Sunns Ganes | 995 745
FI5 Suike Eage .
UL PRICES WELDOE PaF
Goodbyt offers ome o the must
o e lor s sl
game
e o o kX
ews on rolone and back caaloges
ron a2
PLEASE NOTE I OUR ORDER EXCEEDS 150
YO0 GET 10% FURTHER DISCOUNT
S0 PO O
. smnm wpeaun nono.
01731 4807)



The return of the legendary crusader - skilfully fencing gz
his way through twenty screens of mystery and danger! s
DISK CASSETTE )

Available for
Commodore 64 & Aari £9-95  £]4.95







